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THIS  LITTLE  BABY'S  ON  THE  BOTTLE. 


THIS  LITTLE  BABY'S  ON  THE  BREAST. 


THIS  LITTLE  BABY  DOES  IT  BOTH  WAYS. 
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BUT  MUM  KNOWS  NURSERY  IS  BEST 

The  fact  is,  whether  a  mother  chooses  to  breastfeed  or  bottlefeed,  there's  a  product  in  the  Nursery  range  to  help  her. 
From  breast  pumps  and  nipple  shields  to  the  new  shaped  feeder  and  teat.  (The  next  best  thing  to  breastfeeding). 
There's  never  been  a  better  time  to  stock  Nursery  Whole  page  consumer  advertisements  are  putting  mums  in  the  picture. 
So  when  they  come  to  choose,  naturally  they'll  choose  what's  best  for  them        ,L    ■  iL,    .  ■, 

Giving  mother  and  baby  the  best  of  both  worlds. 
For  further  details  contact  Customer  Services,  Lewis  Woolf  Gnptight  Limited,  Oakfield  Road,  Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE  Tel:  021-472  4211. 


IT  TAKES  MORE  THAN  PILLS  TO 
KEEP  A  PHARMACIST  ON  HIS  FEET. 


Above  all,  it  takes  organisation. 

Which  is  why  five  thousand  independent  pharma- 
cists like  you  rely  on  us  to  provide  the  support. 

We  supply  a  full  range  of  ethical  pharmaceuticals, 
surgical  products,  OTCs  and  our  own  nationally  advertised 
baby  products. 

With  our  advanced  computerised  ordering  system 
you  can  order  up  to  200  items  in  two  minutes  or 
less  and  in  most  cases  be  assured  of  delivery  in  24  hours 
or  less. 

We  also  help  members  with  shop  fitting,  low  cost 
finance,  discount  holidays  and  travel,  insurance  and 
pension  schemes. 

As  a  UniChem  chemist  you  not  only  share  in  the 
profits  of  a  highly 
successful 

company  but  you  can  participate  in  our  fabulous  new 
promotion  —  Passport  to  Riches. 

It  will  give  you  the  opportunity  to  win  the 
holiday  of  a  lifetime  or  the  cash  alternative  of 
75%  of  its  value. 

We'll  move  mountains  to  help  your 
business  achieve  peak  profitability. 

If  you're  not  a  UniChem  member  why 
don't  you  give  us  a  call  and  find  out  what  you 
are  missing. 

For  further  information  either  write 
to  UniChem  Ltd.,  UniChem  House,  Cox 
Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey  KT9  1SN 
or  call  Bob  Scott  on  01-391  2323. 
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The  flow  of  parallel 
import  product 
licence  appli- 
cations has  not 
dried  up  as  yet.  Indeed,  the 
DHSS  says  it  is  being  sustained 
by  the  new  reservoir  of 
medicines  released  onto  the 
market  following  entry  of 
Portugal  and  Spain  into  the  EEC. 

So  far,  1,127  licence 
applications  have  been  granted, 
1,014  have  been  refused  and  504 
applications  have  still  to  be 
cleared  as  the  second 
anniversary  of  the  new  import 
legislation  approaches.  This 
compares  with  the  respective 
figures  of  829,913,  and  617  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  —  a  small 
leap  for  the  applicants  maybe, 
but  a  giant  leap  for  the  small 
number  of  overworked  civil 
servants  operating  this  ever- 
more complex  scheme. 

This  week  the  head  of  the 
DHSS's  Licensing  and 
Enforcement  branch  has  written 
letters  on  two  related  matters  to 
PL  (PI)  importers:  one  clarifies 
the  position  regarding  the 
position  of  potential  Spanish  and 
Portugese  imports  in  relation  to 


patents  held  by  UK-based 
companies;  the  other  explains 
how  the  DHSS  will  register  as  a 
PL(PI)  a  medicine  thera- 
peutically equivalent  to  a  UK 
product  but  bearing  its  foreign 
name  —  if  that  is  the  name  on  the 
application  by  the  importer.  The 
problem  is  that  if  a  pharmacist 
then  dispenses  an  import-say 
Eusapnm  for  Septrin  (C&D, 
April  12,  p716)  or  Cmopal  for 
Lederfen  (this  week,  p976)  the 
pharmacist  may  be  in  breach  of 
his  terms  of  service. 

The  importing  scene  grows 
fraught  for  the  participating  and 
consenting  pharmacist.  He 
requires    both    nerve  and 


discipline  to  steer  a  proper 
professional  path  through  the 
jungle.  Once  again  he  is  waiting 
on  the  DHSS  to  produce  a 
guidance  list,  this  time  of  EEC 
originated  products  for  which 
UK  patent  holders  claim 
protection.  Meantime,  on  pl021, 
we  publish  another  update  to  the 
cumulative  list  of  PL  (PI)s 
published  unilaterally  by  C&D, 
first  on  January  25  and  then 
again  on  April  12.  Smce  then  we 
have  added  five  updates  in  as 
many  weeks. 

The  PL  (PI)  paper  chase  must 
go  on,  it  seems,  while  the 
clawback  Bill  gets  ready  for  the 
off...  The  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee 
once  again  seems  to  have 
delivered  the  goods  in  the 
Committee  Stage  of  the  NHS 
(Amendment)  Bill  (p976)  as 
opposition  MPs  railed  against  it. 
Let  us  hope  that  when  the  day  of 
reckoning  comes  it  can  stand  out 
against  a  general  recovery  of 
cash.  Otherwise  today's  wise 
parallel  imports 
virgins  will  have 
saved  themselves  in 


\ 
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Labour  wants  less 
clawback  power 


Labour  will  continue  pressing  the 
Government  to  reduce  clawback 
powers  given  to  the  Social  Services 
Secretary  by  the  NHS  (Amendment) 
Bill.  Shadow  Health  Minister  Frank 
Dobson  said  this  week. 

The  powers  are  "dragoman",  he 
claimed  in  the  final  Committee  Stage 
session  of  the  Bill  this  week.  They  would 
allow  the  Government  to  use 
"circumstances  which  are  not  really 
relevant"  as  a  pretext  for  re-opening 
payment  negotiations  which  NHS 
contracting  professions  thought  had  been 
settled.  "As  the  Bill  is  presently  formulated 
even  a  shift  in  the  exchange  rate  of  the 
dollar  could  be  used  to  re-open 
negotiations,"  said  Mr  Dobson.  "The 
Government  should  limit  the  very  wide 
scope  of  these  powers." 

SDP  health  spokesman  Charles 
Kennedy  agreed  the  powers  were  "too 
sweeping  and  wide  ranging."  The 
Government  would  be  guilty  of  "a  clear 
breach  of  faith"  if  they  used  the  new 
powers  "to  alter  significantly  or  under- 
mine what  has  been  broadly  agreed 
arrangements  for  dealing  with  under- 
payment or  over-payment,"  he  said. 
Labour's  Dr  John  Marek  complained  that 
the  powers  "will  allow  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  do  more  or  less  as  he  wishes." 


Pharmacists  would  not  "be  able  to  carry  on 
their  business  with  reasonable  confidence 
about  how  they  will  be  affected  by  the 
Secretary  of  State's  powers." 

Mr  Dobson  complained  that  the  new 
clawback  powers  would  not  discriminate 
between  honest  and  dishonest  NHS 
contractors.  He  said:  "If  a  new  fiddle  is 
invented  by  some  contractors  it  is  right  that 
the  Government  should  be  able  to  get  the 
money  back  from  the  fiddlers.  But  it  is  not 
right  that  the  Government  should  be  able 
to  get  the  money  back  from  those  who  have 
not  been  fiddling."  Many  pharmacists  had 
written  to  him  complaining  about  the 
powers  in  the  Bill,  said  Mr  Dobson. 

Health  under-secretary  Ray  Whitney 
poured  scorn  on  "Labour's  new-found 
devotion  to  private  enterprise.  He  claimed: 
"We  were  not  seeking  powers  to  change 
negotiations  in  any  arbitrary  fashion.  We 
are  simply  seeking  to  substain  the  existing 
arrangements  which,  on  the  whole,  have 
worked  well.  If  the  Government  used  the 
powers  to  re-open  negotiations  for  a  bogus 
reason,"  said  Mr  Whitney,  "we  would 
expect  short  shrift  from  the  profession." 

Labour  did  not  force  a  vote  which  they 
would  have  lost  on  the  clawback  powers. 
But  Mr  Dobson  promised  "further 
representation"  to  get  the  Government  to 
change  its  mind  on  the  power  before  the 
Bill's  Report  Stage. 


Potency  theory 
'irrational'  -  BMA 

The  potency  theory  put  forward  to 
explain  the  action  of  homoeopathic 
remedies  has  no  rational  basis, 
according  to  a  British  Medical 
Association  working  party. 

In  a  report  to  be  published  soon,  the 
working  party  says  two  placebo  effects  may 
operate  —  the  practitioner's  faith  in  the 
remedy  transmitted  to  the  patient,  and  the 
medicine's  unigue  and  impressive 
appearance  and  dosage  regimen.  On 
herbalism,  the  report  warns  that  some 
remedies  cause  adverse  reactions  and 
interact  with  orthodox  medicines. 

The  working  pariy  was  asked  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of  assessing  the 
value  of  alternative  therapies.  It  concluded 
that  an  assessment  would  not  be 
impossible,  but  for  many  therapies  a 
formal  trial  would  be  inappropriate. 
Controlled  trials  are  most  effective  when 
the  condition  to  be  treated  can  be  rigidly 
defined  and  when  there  are  clear  cut 
measurements  of  the  outcome.  Many 
conditions  referred  to  alternative 
practitioners  are  ill-defined  and  either 
chronic  or  with  a  high  rate  of  natural 
recovery.  The  working  party  is  committed 
to  orthodox  medicine  and  says  it  is  for 
practitioners  of  "alternative"  to  do  trials. 

The  Research  Council  for 
Complementary  Medicine  and  the 
Council  for  Complementary  and 
Alternative  Medicine  refused  to  give 
evidence  to  the  inguiry  because  there 
were  no  alternative  practitioners  on  the 
BMA's  team.  A  spokesman  for  the  former 
described  the  report  as  an  "incomplete 
and  rather  flawed"  investigation. 


Lederle  check 

Lederle  Laboratories  have  written 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
asking  for  confirmation  that 
Cinopal  should  not  be  dispensed 
against  scripts  for  Lederfen. 

This  follows  an  incident  where 
imported  Cinopal  was  dispensed  against  a 
prescription  for  Lederfen  causing 
problems  in  a  patient  waiting  for  a  hip 
replacement  operation.  Lederle  say  the 
importers  had  registered  their  application 
for  imported  fenbufen  under  the  UK  trade 
mark  Lederfen.  This  is  an  infringement  of 
trademark  regulations  which  the  DHSS 
has  been  made  aware  of. 

Packing  and  individual  capsules  of 
Cinopal  are  marked  with  a  trade  mark  to 
differentiate  them  from  Lederfen. 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Association's  'dripping  nose'  was  voted  'best  ad'  of  March  in 
Reader's  Digest  {C&D,  April  19,  p746).  Tim  Astill  (left),  NPA  director  and  David  Sharpe 
(nght),  NPA  Board  member  and  chairman  of  the  NPA  advertisement  campaign 
subcommittee  are  pictured  with  Reader's  Digest  advertisement  director,  Henry  Van  Wyk 
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DHSS  to  list 
Iberian  patent 
protected  (PL)PIs 

The  Department  of  Health  is 
preparing  a  list  of  products  for 
which  pharmaceutical  companies 
may  claim  patent  protection  to  stop 
their  imports  from  Spain  and 
Portugal.  And  the  DHSS  is  reserving 
its  right  to  refuse  licences  for 
imports  from  the  two  countries. 

The  DHSS  has  sought  the  advice  of  the 
Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry  on  the  drawing  up  of  such  a  list, 
which  will  be  circulated  to  all  applicants 
for  parallel  import  product  licences  — 
PL(PI)s  —  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  a  letter  to  parallel  importers,  Mr 
G.G.W.  Franks,  the  head  of  the  DHSS 
Licensing  and  Enforcement  Branch, 
points  out  that  regardless  of  "the  usual 
rules  on  trade  between  EEC  members 
states,  where  patent  rights  cannot  be 
obtained  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  holder 

The  imports 
name  game 

In  granting  product  licences  for 
parallel  imports,  the  Department  of 
Health  does  not  consider  whether 
the  applicant  is  allowed  to  use  the 
brand  name  applied  for.  That  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  applicant,  the 
DHSS  says  in  a  letter  to  importers. 

The  head  of  the  licensing  division,  Mr 
G.G.W.  Franks,  says  that  the  owners  of 
trade  marks  have  complained  of  the  use  of 
their  marks  on  medicinal  products 

Herbals  get 
licence  boost 

Herbal  remedy  manufacturers  took 
a  major  step  forward  this  week  in 
the  struggle  over  new  licensing 
arrangements  for  their  products, 
according  to  Tory  MP  Peter  Rost. 

Mr  Rost,  who  has  the  Weleda  firm  in 
his  constituency,  met  in-coming  Committe 
on  the  Safety  of  Medicines  chairman 
Professor  William  Asscher  and  in-coming 
Committee  on  the  Review  of  Medicine 
chairman  Professor  David  Lawson,  to 
discuss  the  Government's  attitude  to  EEC 
directives  requiring  that  herbal  medicines 
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of  a  UK  patent  may  respond  to  prevent  the 
importation  and  marketing  of  the 
product."  (See  C&D,  March  1,  p370  and 
March  22,  p527.)  Mr  Franks  goes  on  to 
point  out  that  certain  companies  wish  to 
invoke  rights  under  the  terms  of  Accession 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  to  claim  patent 
protection  for  their  products:  hence  the 
list. 

On  receipt  of  the  DHSS's  list, 
applicants  seeking  licences  for  products 
on  the  list  will  be  able  either  to  withdraw 
their  applications  (licence  fees  refunded) 
or  submit  representations  as  to  why  the 
Licensing  Authority  should  not  refuse  the 
application  because  of  the  patent 
provision. 

Mr  Franks  says  that  the  Licensing 
Authority  may  refuse  to  grant  a  licence  if, 
"having  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Medicines  Act,  as  amended,  and  any 
Community  obligations,  they  consider  it 
necessary  or  expedient  to  do  so." 

Smith,  Kline  &  French  recently  took 
legal  action  against  Leeds  wholesalers 
Simandon  holding  stocks  of  Spanish 
Tagamet,  alleging  patent  infringement 
(C&D  April  26,  p801). 


imported  from  the  EEC.  The  problem 
particularly  refers  to  cases  where  the  name 
of  the  import  is  different  to  that  of  the 
equivalent  UK  product,  and  where  the 
importer  has  been  granted  a  licence  in  the 
UK  name.  Such  cases  include 
Eusaprim/Septrin,  Danatrol/Danol, 
Clamoxyl/Amoxil  and  Lerivon 
Forte/Bolvidon. 

Mr  Franks  says  that  importers  "must 
not  assume  that  the  granting  of  a  licence 
resolves  any  possible  trade  mark  disputes. 
But  the  Licensing  Authority  would  be 
prepared  to  consider  applications  to  vary 
the  name  of  the  licensed  (imported) 
product,  assuming  that  the  new  name 
created  no  confusion. 


should  not  be  sold  unless  manufacturers 
prove  their  safety,  quality  and  efficacy. 
The  directive  does  not  become  operative 
until  1990. 

Herbal  manufacturers  fear  many 
products  will  not  get  licences  under  the 
directive  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
proving  efficacy,  and  the  huge  expense  of 
running  controlled  trials  on  each  product. 
Smaller  herbal  firms  could  go  out  of 
business,  it  is  feared. 

But  after  this  week's  meeting  Mr  Rost 
said:  "I  have  been  given  the  firm 
impression  that  the  efficacy  criterion  will 
not  be  too  strictly  interpreted  for  those 
herbal  products  which  are  used  to  treat 
non-life  threatening  conditions  and  those 
are  a  small  fraction  of  herbal  remedies." 


Extra  £2m  paid 
in  Scotland 

Over  £2m  has  been  paid  out  to 
Scottish  contractors  in  additional 
"interim  allowances"  of  8p  per 
prescription,  paid  as  a  lump  sum  on 
April  to  December  1985 
prescriptions. 

The  increase  is  a  direct  result  of  a 
remuneration  survey  held  during  1984-85. 
For  scripts  dispensed  in  January  and  in  the 
following  months  the  increase  will  be 
incorporated  in  the  normal  payment 
schedule.  The  new  interim  allowance  of  9p 
is  payable  on  all  prescriptions  except 
oxygen  and  stock  orders. 

Some  26,794,  102  prescriptions  were 
dispensed  during  the  nine  months  in 
question;  additional  payment  totalled 
£2,143,528.16. 

Generics  (UK)/ICI 
atenolol  deal 

Generics  (UK)  Ltd,  who  have  begun 
making  the  ICI-patented  atenolol,  agreed 
in  the  High  Court  last  week  to  pay  £1,333 
per  kilo  sold  into  a  special  account 
pending  the  fixing  of  a  royalty  fee. 

Mr  Alastair  Wilson,  for  ICI,  whose 
patent  for  the  drug  is  now  endorsed 
"licences  of  right",  told  Mr  Justice 
Whitford  that  the  money  would  be  paid 
into  a  joint  ICI-Generics  account.  The 
amount  agreed  is  to  be  by  way  of  "security 
for  damages"  and  not  to  be  taken  as  in  any 
way  indicating  an  appropriate  sum  to  be 
fixed  by  the  Comptroller-General  of  the 
Patents  Court  as  the  proper  royalty 
payable. 

Also,  as  part  of  the  agreement,  Mr 
Wilson  said  that  Approved  Prescription 
Services  Ltd  would  be  free  to  buy  the  drug 
from  Generics  and  had  undertaken  to 
inform  ICI  if  it  contracted  to  buy  atenolol 
from  any  other  source. 

■  Marks  &  Spencer  are  one  of  the 

sponsors  of  a  fund  launched  by  the  Natural 
Medicines  Society  to  raise  money  for  a 
project  to  develop  research  techniques 
appropriate  to  complementary  medicine. 
The  Medical  Research  Council  have  also 
pledged  some  money.  The  three-year 
project  will  require  about  £40,000  to 
£45,000  a  year  to  run,  according  to  the 
Research  Council  for  Complementary 
Medicine  which  is  initiating  the  work. 
Donations  should  be  sent  to  the  Natural 
Medicines  Society,  NMS  secretariat,  Edith 
Lewis  House,  Back  Lane,  Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire  DE7  8EJ. 
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Society  slams 
homes'  standards 


The  standard  of  medication 
procedures  in  some  residential 
homes  is  unacceptably  low,  claims 
a  report  published  this  week  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Too  often 
there  is  a  bulk  prescribing  of  POMs 
with  the  risk  of  potent  medicines 
being  given  to  residents  for  whom 
they  are  not  intended. 

Among  recomendations  are:  There 
should  be  a  code  of  practice  for  supply, 
storage  and  administration  of  medicines  in 
residential  homes;  in  addition  to 
dispensing  prescriptions,  community 
pharmacists  should  visit  homes  regularly 
to  check  that  medication  is  appropriate 
and  give  advice;  prescriptions  should  be 
limited  to  a  maximum  of  28  days;  the  dose 
should  be  indicated  on  all  prescriptions; 
bulk  prescription  of  POMs  should  not  be 
permitted;  homes  should  keep  a  stock  of 
household  remedies  selected  from  a 
locally  agreed  list  and  bought  from  the 
community  pharmacist  responsible  for  the 
home  or  in  bulk  on  an  NHS  prescription; 
where  appropriate,  residents  should  be 
responsible  for  their  own  medication;  staff 
should  be  appropriately  trained; 
community  pharmacists  should  be 
responsible  for  any  destruction  of 
medicines;  medicines  prescribed  for  one 
resident  should  not  be  given  to  another. 

The  report  was  compiled  by  a 
multidisciplinary  working  party  of  seven 
including  three  pharmacist. 


Cylinder  swap 
oxygen  blast 

Pharmacist  Alan  Spivack  is  calling 
on  the  DHSS  to  restrict  oxygen 
scripts  to  single  cylinders  following 
an  explosion  and  fire  in  a  Barbican 
flat  last  Friday. 

Only  the  bravery  of  delivery  man  Mr  P. 
O'Connor  saved  the  third-floor  flat  and  the 
life  of  Mrs  S.  Gamble,  seven  and  a  half 
months  pregnant  with  a  child  suffering 
from  foetal  oxygen  distress.  Mr  O'Connor, 
an  experienced  person,  was  changing 
Medigas  cylinders  over  and  fitting  an 
Ohmeda  regulator  head  when  the 
explosion  occurred,  causing  the  head  to 
disintegrate:  escaping  oxygen  ignited 
spontaneously. 

Mr  O'Connor  managed  to  help  Mrs 
Gamble  from  the  flat  before  returning  to 
turn  off  the  supply  valve  below  the  head's 
point  of  attachment  before  calling 


ASA  upholds 
AIDS  advert 
complaint 

The  Advertising  Standards 
Authority  has  upheld  a  complaint 
about  an  advertisement 
encouraging  people  to  keep  stocks 
of  blood  free  from  the  AIDS  virus. 

Foresight  Medica  advertised  in  the 
local  Press  saying:  "If  you  or  one  of  your 
family  were  in  need  of  a  blood  transfusion, 
even  with  new  screening  methods,  would 
you  be  at  ease  in  today's  climate  of  blood 
transmitted  diseases  or,  alternatively, 
wouldn't  it  make  sense  to  do  something 
constructive  about  it  now.  The  obvious 
answer  is  to  start  your  own  private  stock  of 
blood  in  readiness  of  accidents  or  illness." 

In  concluded  the  advertisement  was 
unacceptable,  the  ASA  noted  there  was  no 


evidence  such  a  service  would  be 
beneficial,  it  would  be  unlikely  to  provide 
enough  blood  for  emergencies  and  the 
costs  were  likely  to  be  prohibitive.  The 
ASA  was  concerned  that  the 
advertisement  took  no  account  of  the 
stringent  safety  precautions  adopted  by 
the  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service 
and  considered  the  public  might  be 
unduly  alarmed. 

The  ASA  also  upheld  a  complaint 
about  a  national  Press  advertisement  for  a 
Herbalife  diet  programme  headed  "What 
fat  people  know  that  thin  people  don't." 
The  advertisement  featured  a  severely 
overweight  man  who  claimed  that  millions 
had  tried  the  programme  with  success. 

A  member  of  the  public  complained 
that  illustrations  of  a  clinically  obese 
person  broke  the  ASA's  code  and 
questioned  the  basis  for  the  man's  claim. 
The  complaint  was  upheld  despite  the 
advertiser's  denial  that  the  person  shown 
was  clinically  obese. 


emergency  services.  Both  Mr  O'Connor 
and  Mrs  Gamble  suffered  second  degree 
bums  to  hand  and  arm  respectively.  The 
carpet  in  the  flat  was  burnt  and  Mr  Spivak 
described  the  scene  as  ". . .  like  walking 
into  a  war  zone." 

Mr  Spivack  —  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  —  believes  doctors  should  only 
be  allowed  to  write  scripts  for  single 
cylinders  to  avoid  possible  storage 
problems  and  fitting  difficulties  that  could 
lead  to  another  explosion,  particularly 
when  patients  themselves  change 
cylinders  from  their  supply  of,  say  three. 

C&D  understands  that  the  DHSS  is 
carrying  out  an  investigation  into  the 
explosion  and  that  the  two  firms  involved 
are  cooperating.  Ohmeda  is  part  of  the 
BOC  group  of  companies. 

The  cause  of  the  explosion  has  yet  to  be 
established,  but  a  speck  of  grease  on  the 
cylinder  regulator  connection,  for 
example,  would  be  sufficient  to  set  off  a 
chemical  reaction. 


New  for  old? 

The  Department  of  Health  is 
considering  a  "new  syringes  for  old" 
experiment  for  drug  addicts  as  part 
of  the  fight  against  AIDS. 

The  experiment  could  be  run  in  an 
inner  city  with  a  high  rate  of  needle 
sharing,  possibly  Edinburgh.  Addicts 
would  be  given  a  new  needle  on  the 
presentation  of  an  old  one  at  a  pharmacy. 

The  idea  follows  DHSS  recognition  of 
calls  in  Parliament  for  addicts  to  get  free 
disposable  syringes.  Five  MPs,  led  by  Tory 
Charles  Irving  has  tabled  a  Commons 
motion  claiming  the  introduction  of  free 
disposable  syringes  in  Holland  has 
significantly  slowed  the  spread  of  AIDS. 

But  DHSS  planners  fear  such  a  move 
could  increase  the  number  of  addicts  by 
increasing  the  needles  in  circulation,  and 
could  even  help  the  spread  of  AIDS  by 
removing  fears  about  dirty  needles. 
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MNEWS^  »TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS™ 

by  Xrayser 


BPA  moves  to 
Isle  of  Man 


Scripts  go  round 
about . . . 

.  .  .  and  back  again!  Reminds  me  of  that 
song  we  used  to  sing  when  we  were  kids, 
"With  my  foot  I  tap,  tap  tap,  With  my  hands 
I  clap,  clap  clap."  A  nice,  catchy  tune 
which  ended  up  with  the  joyous  "round 
about  and  back  again"  with  which  I 
started.  Well,  I  can  tell  you,  from  the  letters 
I  have  been  receiving  it  is  not  only  MY  feet 
that  are  tapping.  More  than  a  few  are 
downright  stamping,  there  is  no  clapping 
at  all,  even  though  a  good  many  of  us  have 
our  scripts  going  round  about  and  back 
again! 

Obviously  when  I  wrote  about  the 
exasperation  I  felt  at  the  ridiculous  reasons 
for  which  scripts  are  being  returned  I 
struck  a  raw  nerve.  There  was  the  letter 
from  a  contractor  who,  on  receiving  a 
hospital  script  from  a  consultant  calling  for 
eusol  (no  guantity)  endorsed  it  "200  mis 
dispensed"  only  to  have  it  returned, 
requesting  the  doctor  to  endorse  the 
guantity  supplied ! 

With  more  dignity  than  I  woud  have 
mustered,  he  wrote  to  the  Pricing  Bureau 
pointing  out  the  absurdity  of  troubling  a 
consultant  over  a  few  pence  worth  of 
material,  and  informing  them  he  would 
rather  bear  the  cost  than  submit  to  this 
humiliation.  And  then  the  chap  who  had  a 
script  returned  asking  it  to  be  endorsed 
whether  tabs  or  caps  had  been  given, 
when  the  difference  per  hundred  was  only 
£0.05.  With  30  ordered,  did  it  really 
matter?  And  unless  others  are  under  a 
misapprehension,  scripts  for  Tariff  items 
are  being  returned  asking  for  the  name  of 
the  wholesaler.  Seems  odd  to  me! 

What  is  clear,  however,  is  that  it  is  not 
the  staff  at  the  various  pricing  bureaux 
who  are  being  bolshie.  They,  apparently 
have  no  discretion  at  all,  but  are  obliged 
—  like  blotto  computers  —  to  function  to 
program.  Our  complaints  must  therefore 
be  properly  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee. 


Atom  scare 

I've  already  had  a  couple  of  "worrieds"  in 
asking  for  iodine.  Considering  the 
radiation  in  my  area  was  nil  I  suggested 
they  buy  lead  umbrellas  as  being  more 
effective.  But  I  have  to  admit  a  personal 
crawling  horror  when  I  think  about  the 
effect  a  melt -down  a  1000  miles  away  in 
Russia  could  have  on  the  people  of  Europe 
—  including  me  and  my  children.  If  ever 
there  was  a  moment  to  start  dismantling 
our  atomic  weapons  this  must  surely  be  it. 


Here  we  have  a  comparatively  minor  spill 
of  radioactive  material  giving  a  shadow  in 
zigzag  pattern  up  and  down  Europe.  We 
can  only  guess  now  at  the  legacy.  The 
actual  damage  will  show  up  over  the  next 
20  or  30  years.  By  comparision  the  effect  of 
a  bomb  does  not  bear  thinking  about  — 
20,000  bombs  leaves  me  numb,  unable  to 
contemplate  infinity. 

Unable  to 
measure . . . 

I  have  to  protest.  The  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  with  the  best 
possible  motives  has  been  writing  to 
various  manufacturers  asking  them  to 
reformulate  their  dry  mixture  volumes  so 
as  to  make  the  volume  of  reconstitution 
liguids  easy  to  measure,  ie  50  or  60  mis 
instead  of  as  at  present,  say,  59  or  61  mis.  I 
can  understand  it  well  enough  —  round 
figures  always  look  easier.  Today's  stamped 
measures  are  none  too  generous  with 
intermediate  markings,  but  can't  a 
competent  pharmacist  judge  the  odd  "ml" 
up  or  down  the  scale. 

I  have  to  ask,  at  the  risk  of  being  burnt 
for  heresy,  "Do  you  honestly  believe  a 
possible  error,  say  1  per  cent,  is  critical 
when  you  consider  the  doses  given  are 
arbitarily  set  at  say  125  or  250  mg  per  5  ml 
—  a  volume  hardly  likely  to  be  given  or 
taken  accurately  by  the  patient.  They  are 
designed  as  overkill  (not  quite  the  right 
word!)  doses  anyway.  I'm  not  surprised 
manufactures  are  unwilling  to  include 
superfluous  material  to  make  bullk  for 
convenience.  Whatever  must  they  think 
about  our  competence? 


Check  mate 

My  doubts  about  supervision  seem 
confirmed  more  and  more  as  time  goes  by. 
You  will  have  seen  the  letter  from  S.G. 
Bubb  of  Poole,  Dorset,  who  laid  out  potent 
evidence  for  the  need  of  our  presence 
whenever  dispensing  is  taking  place.  He 
does  not  argue  we  need  to  count  every  pill. 
But,  like  me,  views  the  suggestion  we  need 
not  actually  supervise  as  a  most  serious 
weakening  of  the  safeguards  to  the  public. 

It  sounds  negative,  but  the  reality  is 
that  our  constant  supervision  has  been 
fundamental  to  the  establishment  of  our 
perceived  value,  at  last,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public.  And  despite  my  acceptance  of  the 
contract,  I  too  feel  there  has  to  be  some 
tangible  recognition  of  the  pharmacist 
availability,  whether  he  is  grinding  out  30 
scripts  an  hour  or  not.  The  Basic  Practice 
Allowance  made  sense,  as  a  community 
service  allowance. 


The  British  Pharmacists  Association 
is  moving  offshore,  and  will  now  be 
based  at  its  registered  office  on  the 
Isle  of  Man. 

The  new  office  at  44  Duke  Street, 
Douglas,  is  also  the  headguarters  of  the 
British  Professional  Association  and 
Professional  Eye  Newspaper  Ltd.  BPA 
general  secretary  Charles  Flynn  says  the 
move  is  to  cope  with  expansion,  and 
ensure  an  efficient  service.  It  also  made 
sense  as  he  is  doing  much  of  BPA's  work. 
The  Colchester  office  closed  on  May  16. 

Mr  Flynn  says  the  role  of  Mr  loey 
Martyn-Martin  will  be  unaffected.  "He  will 
be  doing  the  same  as  always  on  publicity 
and  giving  marketing  advice."  But  Mr 
Martyn-Martin  would  have  a  "slightly 
more  secondary"  role  in  future. 

Mr  Flynn  says  the  move  will  also 
enable  BPA  to  introduce  additional 
services.  "We  are  already  getting  people 
asking  us  for  financial  services, 
particularly  young  pharmacists  and 
employee  pharmacists  who  haven't  got  to 
the  NPA  stage.  We  are  giving  advice  to 
them,"  Mr  Flynn  told  C&D. 

He  says  he  has  adopted  the  title 
general  secretary  as  "joint  honorary  acting 
general  secretary"  was  cumbersome.  He 
hoped  that  elections  would  be  held  soon, 
but  could  not  say  when. 

Most  of  the  original  committee  is  intact 
apart  from  the  published  resignations  of 
Mr  Nathan  and  Mr  Hirsh,  Mr  Flynn  says, 
but  the  other  members  had  been  rather 
quieter  as  they  all  had  businesses  to  run. 
Five  regional  committees  were  active.  The 
next  issue  of  Professional  Eye,  for  which 
Mr  Flynn  will  be  writing  on  pharmacy 
matters,  will  be  appearing  shortly. 

US  licensing  of 
flurbiprofen 

Boots  Co  and  Upjohn  of  the  USA 
have  revised  the  licensing 
agreement  for  flurbiprofen,  giving 
Upjohn  exclusive  rights  in  the  USA 
to  the  compound  except  for  topical 
ophthalmic  uses. 

Upjohn  will  pass  to  Boots 
Pharmaceuticals  Inc,  Shreveport, 
Louisiana,  all  US  rights  to  marketing  of 
their  erythromycin  brand  E-mycin  in 
addition  to  other  financial  adjustments. 
Both  Boots  and  Upjohn  say  that  the  new 
agreement  will  increase  marketing 
potential  for  each  product  in  the  US. 
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Enterosan  packs 
a  counter  punch 

Windsor  Pharmaceuticals  are  supporting 
Enterosan  this  Summer  with  eye-catching 
POS  and  display  material. 

Continuing  the  cartoon  character 
theme  of  "Dear  oh  dear,  holiday 
diarrhoea",  specially  designed  compact 
tower  units  have  been  produced  holding 
one  dozen  48-tablet  packs  and  two  dozen 
24s,  have  been  produced. 

In  addition,  Windsor  have  a  smaller 
flat  pack  display  unit  holding  up  to  eight 
packs  of  24s  and  four  48s.  There  are  also 


shelf-wobblers  depicting  the  "Mr  and  Mrs 
Enterosan"  cartoons,  and  a  window  sticker 
with  a  holiday  purchase  check  list  bearing 
the  message  "Ask  your  pharmacist  for 
advice  on  all  your  holiday  needs,  here".  A 
national  advertising  and  promotional 
campaign  has  already  been  announced. 

As  an  added  bonus,  pharmacists 
displaying  the  tower  unit  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  win  premium  bonds  in  a 
competition  run  in  two  stages  from  May 
until  July.  To  qualify,  the  unit  must  be 
continuously  on  display  in  a  prominent 
position  in  the  pharmacy.  In  May  there  are 
140  opportunities  to  win  premium  bonds 
worth  £25  by  answering  four  true  or  false 
statements  about  Enterosan  and 
completing  a  tie-breaker. 

Continued  display  through  June  and 
July  qualifies  for  entry  to  the  second  round 
of  the  competition,  with  up  to  14  prices  of 
£300  premium  bonds  to  be  won.  The 
closing  dates  for  the  two  stages  will  be 
June  13  and  July  25.  Windsor 
Pharmaceuticals,  Ellesheld Avenue, 
Bracknell,  Berks  RG124YS. 


Tenormin 

syrup   

Manufacturer  Stuart  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd,  Stuart  House,  50  Alderley  Road, 
Wilmslow,  Cheshire  SK9  IRE 
Description  Clear,  colourless,  lemon  and 
lime  flavoured  syrup  containing  atenolol 
25mg  in  5ml 

Uses  Management  of  hypertension, 

angina,  cardiac  dysrhythmias.  Early 

intervention  in  the  acute  phase  of 

myocardial  infarction 

Dosage,  contraindications,  warnings, 

etc  As  for  Tenormin  tablets 

Further  information  Tenormin  syrup  is 

intended  for  patients  unable  to  swallow 

tablets,  and  is  effective  for  at  least  24  hours 

after  once  daily  dosing 

Supply  restrictions  Prescription  only 

Packs  300ml  bottle  (£8.35  trade) 

Product  Licence  0029/0195 

Availability  Launch  on  May  19 

Issued  May  1986 

Staphcil  caps 

Lederle  have  introduced  Staphcil 
capsules,  a  brand  of  flucloxacillin, 
available  in  two  strengths,  250mg  (100 
£13.50)  and  500mg  (£28  both  prices  trade). 
Both  are  brown  and  grey  capsules. 
Lederle  Laboratories,  Fareham  Road, 
Gosport,  Hants  P013  GAS. 

Laggp  add  three 

Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  have  added  three 
new  drugs  to  their  portfolio  of  branded 
and  unbranded  generics. 

Amoxidin  capsules  250mg  and  500mg 
are  red  and  white  capsules  containing 
amoxycillin  250mg  (100  £16.55)  and 
500mg  (100  £33.10)  respectively. 

Monovent  5mg  and  7.5mg  SA  tablets 
and  syrup  contain  terbutaline.  The  5mg 
tablets  (100  £3.45,  500  £15.95)  are  8mm  in 


In  the  sling 

Supasling  from  Compactmade  is  an 
alternative  to  the  triangular  bandage  for 
aftercare  use  in  supporting  the  injured 
arm.  (It  is  not  being  offered  as  a  substitute 
for  the  triangular  bandage  in  first  aid 
boxes,  says  the  company).  The  washable 
sling  is  available  in  three  sizes  (all  £5) . 
Compactmade  Ltd,  Universal  House,  294 
St  James's  Road,  London  SE1  5JX. 


diameter  white,  biconvex,  and  scored  on 
one  side.  The  7.5mg  sustained  action 
tablets  (60  £4.30)  are  7mm  in  diameter, 
white,  biconvex  tablets  with  no  markings. 
Monovent  syrup  is  a  clear,  colourless, 
lemon  flavoured  liquid,  containing  1.5mg 
terbutaline  in  5ml  (300ml  £2.20). 

Disopyramide  lOOmg  capsules  are 
brown  and  white  marked  "A-NC"  (100 
£6.20,  all  prices  trade).  Lagap 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Woolmer  Way, 
Bordon,  Hants  GU35  9QE. 

BRIEFS 

Maalox  and  Percutol  are  now  marketed 
by  Rorer  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  (see 
Business  News).  Trade  orders  and 
inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  St  Leonards  House, 
St  Leonards  Road,  Eastbourne,  Sussex 
BN21  3YG. 

Zadstat  (metronidazole)  200mg  tablets  are 
now  available  in  packs  of  21  (£0.60  trade) 
say  Lederle  Laboratories,  Fareham  Road, 
Gosport,  Hants  P013  OAS. 

Cervagem  pessaries  (gemeprost  lmg) 
are  now  available  in  packs  of  five  (£82.50 
trade) .  May  &  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham, 
Essex  RM107XS. 

Dibenyline  (phenoxybenzamine)  use  is 

now  restricted  to  the  short  term 
management  of  hypertensive  episodes 
associated  with  phaeochromocytoma,  after 
findings  of  its  carcinogenic  potential  in 
animal  tests.  Smith,  Kline  &  French 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Welwyn  Garden  City. 

Paroven  in  120a  A  blister  pack  of  120 
Paroven  capsules  (£12.54  trade)  is  to 
replace  the  100  capsule  pack  from  May  26. 
The  decision  to  bring  out  a  120  capsule 
pack  was  taken  before  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  accepted  a  28-day  treatment  pack 
for  chronic  complaints  (see  C&D  May  10, 
p960).  A  28-day  pack  (112  capsules)  of 
Paroven  will  be  launched  sometime  in  the 
future,  say  Zyma  (UK)  Ltd,  10  West  Street, 
Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire  SK9  2XP. 
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STILL  NHS  PRESCRIBABLE 


RoC  TOTAL  SUNBLOCK 

RoC  Total  Sunblock  —  the  only  preparation  to  provide  photosensitive  patients 
with  complete  protection  from  the  harmful  effects  of  UVB,  UVA  and  visible  rays  - 
is  prescribable  on  the  NHS 

A  fact  we  are  busy  telling  doctors  right  now  And  one  which  should  have  you 
reaching  for  the  phone;  meeting  scripts  and  recommending  the  RoC  Total 
Sunblock  for  your  photosensitive  customers. 

For  ordering  information  about  RoC  Total  Sunblock  —  just  one  of  a  range  of  RoC 
sun  preparations  —  contact  your  local  wholesaler  or  RoC  (UK)  Ltd,  13  Grosvenor 
Crescent,  London,  SWT  Telephone  01-235  9411 


RoC  Total  Sunblock  Cream  10A  +  B  (colourless) 


THE  ONLY  COMPLETE  ANSWER  FOR  PHOTOSENSITIVE  PATIENTS 


RoC  (UK)  Ltd,  13  Grosvenor  Crescent,  London,  SWT  Telephone  01-235  9411 


Aptamil  miiupa 
Bobymilk  Milumil 

Babymilk 


For  a  gentle  start  to  bottle  feeding 


For  satisfying  bottle  feeding 


5 


Closeness  counts. 

Babymilks  need  to  be  close  to  breastmilk.  That  is  why  Milupa  were  the 
first  Company  in  the  U.K.  to  add  the  important  nutrient  taurine, 
recently  identified  in  breastmilk,  to  all  their  babymilks. 

Milupa  babymilks  are  highly  recommended  and  growing  fast. 

•  More  hospitals  and  clinics  are  now  using  Milupa  babymilks  than 
ever  before. 

•  More  retailers  than  ever  are  responding  to  consumer  demand  by 
stocking  Milupa  babymilks. 

•  Milupa  babymilks  grew  by  +40%  in  1985. 

•  Volume  sales  for  1986  are  already  double  the  same  period  in  1985. 

More  and  more  mothers  choose  Milupa  babymilks  -  and  no  wonder 
. . .  Milupa  babymilks  are  as  close  to  breastmilk  as  babymilk  can  be:- 

First  for  Closeness 

Taurine  addition  -  another  step  closer  to  breastmilk. 
First  for  Taste  and  Smell 

Even  the  fussiest  babies  take  to  Milupa  babymilks  because  the  taste 
and  smell  is  so  pleasant. 

First  for  Quality  Assurance 

Milupa's  rigid  quality  control  assures  mothers  of  complete  safety. 
Milupa  net  only  conduct  all  the  usual  safety  checks,  but  also  screen 
for  heavy  metal  contaminants,  herbicides  and  pesticides  to  an 
exceptionally  high  standard. 

First  for  Convenience 

Milupa's  uniquely  granulated  babymilks  are  easy  to  measure  and  mix. 

Whafs  more,  mothers  go  on  to  buy  the  comprehensive  range  of 
Milupa  baby  foods,  rusks  and  drinks. 

So  grow  with  us.  Stock  the  two  Milupa  babymilks  Aptamil  and  Milumil. 
Milupa  Babymilks.  As  close  to  breastmilk  as  babymilk  can  be. 

IMPORTANT  Breast  milk  is  the  best  milk  for  a  baby.  A  doctor,  midwife,  nurse  or  health 
visitor  should  be  consulted  for  any  advice  needed.  If  a  babymilk  is  used  it  is  important  for  | 
the  baby's  health  that  all  preparation  instructions  are  followed  carefully. 


milupa 

Babymilks 

Aptamil  &  Milumil 

Milupa  Ltd.,  Milupa  House,  Heroes  Road,  Hillingdon,  Uxbridse.  Middlesex  UB10  9NA. 
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SENSODYNE 


Sensodyne  fake 
another  bite  . . . 

Stafford  Miller  are  launching  Sensodyne  F 
(45ml,  £1.18)  to  join  Sensodyne  original 
and  mint. 

The  new  toothpaste  contains  potassium 
chloride  and  fluoride  and  features  a  fresh 
new  taste.  "Sensodyne  F  is  the  only 
toothpaste  for  sensitivity  to  contain  the 
level  of  fluoride  necessary  to  protect  teeth 
from  decay",  says  the  company. 

The  launch  is  to  be  backed  by 
Sensodyne's  £2m  national  television 
campaign,  with  airtime  breaking  in  July. 
Over  one  million  samples  will  be  mailed 
taking  in  dentists  and  hygienists. 

To  stimulate  trial,  initial  stocks  of 
Sensodyne  F  wih  carry  a  15p  coupon  off 
next  purchase  of  any  Sensodyne  pack.  20 
per  cent  added  value  packs  are  available 
for  the  original  and  mint  variants.  Stafford- 
MillerLtd,  Stafford -Miller  House ,  The 
Common,  Hatfield,  Herts  ALIO  ONZ. 


WEEK 


U  Ulster 
G  Granada 
A  Anglia 
TSW  South  Wesl 
d  TTV  Thames  Telev 
Bt  TV-am 


STV  Scotland 

(central) 

Y  Yorkshire 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

TVS  South 

TTTyneTees 


Active  Scholl  sandals:C,TSW,TVS,LWT,BT 

(all  areas) 
All  areas 
C,TVS,LWT,TTV,C4,Bt 
(C,TVS,LWT) 
All  areas  except  C4,  Bt 
Y,C,HTV 
GTV,STV 
All  areas  except  C4,Bt 
All  areas 
Y,C 

G,Y,A,TVS,TT 
C,Y,C,TVS,LWT 
All  areas 
Bt  (All  areas) 
All  areas  except  U,CTV,C4,Bt 
GTV,B,G,Y,C,TSW,TT,Bt 
TTV 
All  areas 
C4,Bt  (LWT) 
All  areas 

Peaudouce  Babyslips:  Bt 
Pond's  cream  &  cocoa  butter  range: 

All  areas 

Proflex  tablets:  TT,C4  (TT) 

Revlon  Flex:  All  areas 

Scholl  Fresh  Step  insoles:  All  areas 

Solpadeine:  G 
Sweetex:  All  areas 


Alberto  V05: 
Amp  lex: 

Anadin  Extra: 
Andrex: 
Askit  powders: 
Baby  Wet  Ones: 
Benylin  Expectorant: 
Benylin  Paediatric: 
Carnation  Build-up: 
Carnation  footcare: 
Coppertone: 
Cosifits: 
Delrosa: 
Dixcel: 
Lipcote: 
Listerine: 
Murine: 
Nurofen: 


Sun  and  hair 

Elida  Gibb's  Cream  Silk  has  teamed  up 
with  Chefaro's  Bergasol  for  a  promotion. 
Consumers  of  Cream  Silk  will  be  offered 
free  Bergasol  products  worth  £3.95.  An 
on-pack  leaflet  outlines  the  offer.  In  return 
for  a  first  class  stamp  and  two  leaflet 
application  forms  from  the  200ml  and 
350ml  sizes  of  Cream  Silk,  applicants  are 
able  to  choose  a  50ml  tube  of  Bergasol  SPF 
3,  SPF5  or  SPF7. 

If  both  proofs  of  purchase  are  from  the 
350ml  Cream  Silk,  applicants  will  also 
receive  a  50p  coupon  to  spend  on  other 
Bergasol  products.  Elida  GibbsLtd,  PO 
Box  1DY,  Portman  Square,  London. 


Free  for  all 

Booker  Health  have  developed  a  sugar 
and  gluten-free  version  of  their  high 
potency  Healthcrafts  vitamin  C  lg  and 
super  vitamin  C  500mg. 

The  sugar  and  gluten-free  variants  will 


gradually  replace  the  current 
formulations,  say  Booker.  The  design  of 
the  packs  will  not  change,  but  there  will  be 
a  "sugar  free"  flash  on  the  corner  of  the 
cartons.  Both  are  free  from  preservatives, 
artificial  colours  and  flavourings,  and 
prices  will  be  unchanged.  Booker  Health 
Products,  Healthways  House,  45  Station 
Approach,  West  Byfleet,  Surrey. 


A  big  wallet 

To  help  photofinishers  cope  with  the  new 
27  exposure  Agfa  Maxi  films,  Agfa  have 
introduced  a  larger  capacity  wallet. 

Called  the  Maxi  wallet,  it  has  a 
capacity  of  up  to  48,  4in  prints. 

The  wallet  has  the  new  Agfa  Maxi  film 
slogan  "three  shots  extra"  displayed  on  the 
front.  Inside,  the  films  are  featured  again, 
showing  the  complete  range  of  Maxi  films 
that  are  now  available.  Negatives  are 
placed  in  a  detachable  negative  pocket 
that  has  the  added  feature  of  sealing  and 
filing  features.  Agia-Gevaert Ltd,  Great 
West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex. 


Its  a  relief  to  know  that  you  can 
recommend  Dentinox  Colic  Drops 
0  with  confidence 
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Dentinox  Colic  Drops  can  be  used  for  the  treatment  of 
colic  from  birth  onwards.  It  contains  no  form  of  systemic 
drug  and  has  no  effect  on  the  central  nervous  system. 
Instead,  the  active  ingredient,  Dimethicone,  works  quickly 
and  gently  to  disperse  the  bubbles  of  injested  air  that  cause 
the  pain. 

Dentinox  Colic  Drops 

Gently  relieves  babies'  wind  and  griping  pains 
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Cow  &  Gate's 
juicy  launch 


Cow  &  Gate  are  introducing  pure 
concentrated  juice  with  vitamin  C  for 
babies. 

The  concentrated  product  contains  no 


added  sugar,  artificial  additives  or 
preservatives.  It  is  available  in  four 
varieties:  apple  and  orange,  apple  and 
blackcurrant,  pear  and  peach  and  apple 
and  rosehip. 

The  drinks  are  suitable  for  babies  from 
four  weeks  old.  They  are  designed  to  be 
diluted  with  at  least  five  times  as  much 
cooled,  previously  boiled  water  before 
feeding  to  baby  and  should  be  stored  in  a 
refrigerator  after  opening  because  of  their 
lack  of  artificial  additives  or  sugar,  says 
the  company. 

The  drink  is  available  in  a  130ml  glass 
bottle  with  tamper  proof  cap  and  a  shape 
suitable  for  measuring  out  the  small 
quantities  needed  for  dilution.  Retailing  at 
around  £0.62,  it  has  a  shelf  life  of  13 
months. 

The  baby  drinks  market  grew  by  62  per 
cent  in  volume  terms  last  year,  say  Cow  & 
Gate.  While  the  syrup-dominated 
concentrates  sector  remained  static,  the 
ready  to  drink  sector  more  than  doubled, 
say  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Cow  &  Gate  House, 
Trowbridge,  Wilts  BA14  8YZ. 


For  a  teething  baby  recommend 
the  one  that's  formulated  for  him 


There's  no  safer,  surer  way  to  help  a  teething  baby  than  Dentmox.  Dentinox  Teething  Gel  is 
specially  formulated  to  relieve  the  pain  and  soothe  the  gums. 

And  remember,  Dentinox  can  be  used 
for  EVEN  the  youngest  baby. 

Sugar  Free  Dentinox  Gel 
Tried  and  trusted  for  baby's  teething  pains 


Warners  word 
of  advice  . . . 

Warner-Lambert  have  produced  an 
advice  pack  for  use  by  health  care 
professionals  involved  in  the  treatment  of 
patients  with  piles. 

The  "professional  pack",  which  comes 
in  the  Anusol  blue,  white  and  black  livery, 
contains  patient  advice  leaflets  "Living 
comfortably  with  your  piles"  —  a  revised 
edition  of  that  which  has  been  available  for 
a  number  of  years  —  a  note-pad  with 
patient  advice  on  the  back  of  each  tear-off 
leaf,  appointments  charts  for  the  elderly,  a 
height/ weight/vaccination  chart  for 
distribution  to  young  and  pregnant 
mothers,  and  a  request  card  for  obtaining 
refills  of  any  of  the  items. 

The  Royal  College  of  Nursing  was 
involved  in  the  development  of  the  pack, 
copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Anusol  Advisory  Service,  Warner- 
Lambert  Health  Care,  Mitchell  House, 
Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hants  SOS 
5RY. 

Original  move 

Original  Additions  (Beauty  Products)  Ltd 
have  moved  to  1  Elystan  Business  Centre, 
Springfield  Road,  Hayes  UB4  OUJ  (tel:  01 
573  9907). 

Brush-off 
from  Culmak 

Addis  are  this  month  unveiling  their  new 
cohection  of  Culmak  shaving  brushes. 
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There  will  be  four  brushes  in  the  collection 
—  ivory  (£1.50),  bronze  (£1.95),  silver 
(£2.75)  and  gold  (£3.25).  All  have  been  re- 
designed from  the  newly  moulded,  black 
handle  through  to  the  silvery-grey 
packaging.  The  average  man  spends 
around  five  months  of  his  life  shaving  off 
28ft  of  whiskers  say,  Addis  Ltd, 
Brushworks,  Hertford. 
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Chemists  to  gain 
from  experts 

A  new  Milupa  trade  promotion  will  give 
chemists  the  opportunity  to  get  extra 
benefit  from  the  "Little  Experts" 
advertising  campaign  now  running  in 
women's  and  baby-interest  magazines. 

Based  on  stocking  orders  for  best- 
selling  varieties  of  Milupa  milks,  drinks, 
breakfasts,  savouries  and  desserts, 
chemists  can  qualify  for  their  choice  of 
music  tapes  and  enter  for  a  prize  draw 
offering  Philips  compact  disc  players. 

The  Milupa  best-sellers  have  been 
chosen  for  fast  turnover  and  profit  in 
chemists.  "They  are  the  varieties  most 
wanted  by  mothers  and  have  shown  sales 
increases  of  up  to  35  per  cent  year  on 
year,"  says  the  company.  They  are 
currently  backed  by  a  £2m  promotional 
spend,  a  3  million  unit  sampling  campaign 
and  a  voucher  scheme  to  mothers,  with  4 
million  "lOp  off"  coupons.  Point  of  sale 
support  is  available  free  from  all  Milupa 
representatives  to  link  in  with  the 
campaign.  The  best-sellers  promotion  is 
open  until  June  30.  Milupa  Ltd,  Milupa 
House,  Hercies  Road,  Hillingdon, 
Uxbridge,  Middlesex  UB109NA. 

Fixed  up  offer 
with  Dentu-Creme 

Stafford-Miller  are  promoting  Dentu- 
Creme  with  two  consumer  offers. 

The  first  offers  a  25ml  free  sample  of 
Dentu-Creme  free  with  a  49g  tube  of 
Super  Poligrip  denture  fixative  cream, 
while  purchasers  of  the  48ml  size  of  Dentu- 
Creme  will  get  an  extra  20  per  cent  free. 

The  brand  will  be  supported  by  a 
national  television  campaign  as  part  of 
Stafford-Miller's  £2m  spend  for  their 
denture  brands  in  1986.  A  new 
commercial  using  special  effects  will  be 
screened  nationally  throughout  July  and 
August.  Stafford-Miller,  Stafford- Miller 
House,  The  Common,  Hatfield,  Herts 
AL100NZ. 

Price  push  for 
travel  tissues 

Kimberly-Clark  are  launching  a  price 
promotion  for  Kleenex  travel  tissues  this 
Summer. 

From  the  end  of  May  Kleenex  travel 
tissues  will  be  offered  at  £0.32  —  a  saving 
to  the  consumer  of  around  13.5  per  cent. 


When  the  same  promotion  was  run  last 
Summer,  sales  doubled  over  the  previous 
quarter,  says  the  company. 

Since  their  introduction  in  March  1985 
Kleenex  travel  tissues  have  established  a 
6.6  per  cent  share  of  the  market  for  regular 
sized  facial  tissues  in  chemists,  outselling 
Scotties  and  making  it  number  two  in  the 
branded  regular  market  after  Kleenex 
Regular  150s,  say  Kimberly-Clark  Ltd, 
Larkfield,  Nr  Maidstone,  Kent. 

Top  to  toe 

tips  from  Nulon 

Reckitt  &  Colman  have  produced  a  Nulon 
top-to-toe  beauty  guide,  in  the  form  of  a 
full  colour  soft  back  book. 

The  book  is  full  of  photographs,  and 
hints  on  diet  and  exercise. 

Published  by  Wardlock,  it  will  be  on 
sale  this  month  at  all  bookshops  and  good 
newsagents  at  £3.95.  Reckitt  &  Colman 
Products  Ltd,  pharmaceutical  division, 
Dansom  Lane,  Hull  HU8  7DS. 


For  a  first  tooth,  recommend  the 
first  toothpaste,  Dentinox 


Dentists  place  great  emphasis  on  caring  for  babies'  first  teeth.  And  Dentinox  Toothpaste  is 
specially  formulated  for  just  that  purpose. 

Dentinox  Toothpaste  has  a  pleasant  fruity  taste.  It  contains  no  sugar,  chalk  or  harsh 
abrasives  but  works  by  a  mild  cleansing 
action  from  its  tried  and  tested  ingredients. 

Dentinox  Fluoride  Toothpaste 
Gentle  toothpaste  for  babies'  first  teeth 


Winners  of  the  April  passport  to  riches 
£1,000  monthly  draw  jackpot  are  Mr  and 
Mrs  M  G  Patel  of  Avonkirk  Ltd,  in 
Norwood,  London.  They  received  their 
£1,000  cheque  from  Croydon  branch 
manager  Peter  Kent  (right)  and  the 
territory  manager  for  Carnation 
Healthcare,  Richard  Black.  Unichem  Ltd, 
Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessington, 
Surrey 
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UK  BmimA  with 
lavatory  success 

The  UK  and  France  show  the  best 
prospects  for  bleach  and  lavatory  cleaners 
to  the  end  of  the  decade,  say  Market 
Direction  in  their  latest  report. 

Both  should  grow  by  over  5  per  cent 
from  1984-89,  and  are  unusual  in 
anticipating  growth  in  bleach  as  well, 
chiefly  through  its  increasing  use  in  other 
parts  of  the  home. 

Mixed  fortunes  face  this  market  over 
the  next  few  years,  according  to  the 
survey.  Controversy  in  West  Germany 
and  the  US  over  the  alleged  harmful 
effects  of  bleach  is  balanced  elsewhere  by 
growth  in  the  liquid  lavatory  cleaner 
sector.  And  new  products  could  be  crucial 
in  building  up  this  sector. 

Bleach  systems  were  badly  hit  earlier 
this  decade  by  controversy  over  the  effect 
of  calcium  hypochlorite  in  automatic 
cleaners.  This  was  said  to  damage 
plumbing,  and  sales  suffered  badly.  The 
trend  is  now  towards  mildly  germicided, 
non-bleach  solids  for  use  in-tank,  and 
Market  Direction  believe  the  projected  3-4 
per  cent  annual  increase  could  improve  if 
innovative  specialist  products  are 
launched.  The  market  is  put  at  $550m 
(1984  prices)  for  last  year,  with  the  UK 
rising  to  $109m  from  $107m  the  previous 
year  —  second  only  to  the  US  at  $275m. 
Market  Direction  report  4.3  "Bleaches  and 
Lavatory  Cleaners",  Market  Direction,  87 
Tummill  Street,  London  EC  1M  5QU 
(£650). 

Vegetables  — 
the  hit  parade 

Carters  Tested  Seeds  have  published  a  list 
of  their  top  ten  selling  vegetable  seeds  for 
1985  which  shows  clearly  that  the  same 
species  emerge  as  favourites  year  on  year. 

Salad  vegetables  feature  high  on  the 
list  —  at  the  top  of  the  table  there  is  onion 
white  lisbon.  Second  and  fifth  places  go  to 
the  beetroot  family,  with  beetroot  crimson 
globe,  then  beetroot  boltardy. 

Lettuce  also  figures  twice  with  lettuce 
webbs  wonderful  in  third  place  and 
lettuce-all-year-round  in  sixth  place. 
Parsley  moss  curled  comes  in  fourth  place. 
Swede  magnificent  holds  seventh  place 
and  parsnip  hollow  crown  takes  ninth 
place.  Carrot  early  nantes  in  eighth 
position  and  carrot  autumn  king  just 
making  the  grade  in  tenth  place  complete 
the  top  ten.  Carters  Tested  Seeds  Ltd, 
!  Upper  Dee  Mills,  Ldangolen,  Clwyd  LL20. 
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Dana  will  be  running  a  limited  edition  offer 
on  Tabu  to  be  in  the  shops  early  June.  A 
special  15ml  size  is  priced  at  £1.35.  For  the 
retailer  there  is  a  white  counter  display  to 
hold  36  pieces.  Dana  Perfumes  Ltd,  45a 
Crusoe  Road,  Mitcham,  Surrey  W1R  9TG 


Healthy  read 

"Healthier  eating  for  school  children"  is  a 
booklet  produced  by  Larkhall 
Laboratories  which  the  company  says  is  to 
be  distributed  free  through  schools,  homes 
and  health  centres. 

Production  of  the  26-page  booklet  is 
part  of  the  company's  own  health 
education  programme.  It  gives 
information  on  foods  that  contain  protein, 
fats,  carbohydrate,  fibre,  vitamins  and 
minerals  and  what  each  component  of  the 
diet  is  important  for.  It  also  gives  hints  on 
"healthy"  packed  lunches. 

A  copy  of  the  booklet  and  details  of  the 
health  education  programme  are  available 
from  Larkhall  Laboratories,  225 Putney 
Bridge  Road,  London  SW152PY. 


Numark  news 

Consumer  savings  on  ICML  and  Numark 
own  brands  during  May  are  featured  on 
Nusoft  toddler  30s  and  10s;  Sunpure 
muesli  and  unsweetened  muesli;  Feeders; 
nursery  wool  and  disposable  nappies;  teats 
3s;  pleats;  Sunpure  bran  breakfast;  puffs 
economy  coloured;  kitchen  towels; 
Nuhome  washing-up  liquid;  antiseptic; 
fabric  softener/conditioner;  aluminium 
foil;  all-purpose  cloths;  pine  disinfectant; 
Hanx  Mansize  tissues;  bleach;  floor/wall 
cleaner;  cream  cleanser;  puffs;  tissues 
white  and  multicolour;  single  teats; 
soothers;  Sunpure  natural  bran;  Protein 
slice;  fruit  &  nut  slice;  toilet  tissue; 
Sunpure  oat,  apple  &  raisin  slice;  oat 
apple  &  almond  slice;  roasted  peanut  bar 
and  Carob  chip  bar. 

Retailer  bonuses  will  be  available  on 
all  these  products  plus  Nucross  calamine 
lotion  100  and  200ml;  glycerin  200ml; 
olive  oil  150ml;  saccharin  tablets  1000; 
coconut  oil  90gm;  paracetamol  100s; 
surgical  dressings;  hot  water  bottles. 
Retailers  can  qualify  for  hand  cut,  lead 
crystal  glassware.  May  sees  the  launch  of 
Numark  indigestion  tablets  80s  with  an 
introductory  bonus  of  5  per  cent. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts. 


Numark  pharmacist  Ben  Johnson,  owner  of  Tate  &  Johnson,  Market  Harborough  was  in- 
vited by  Numark  wholesaler  E.H.  Butler  and  Son  Ltd  to  be  their  guest  at  a  snooker  match 
between  Willie  Thome  of  Leicester  and  Alex  "Hurricane"  Kiggins,  as  they  were  sponsor- 
ing the  penultimate  frame.  Mr  Johnson  is  pictured  left,  with  Butler's  sales  development 
manager,  Mr  Mike  Callus  behind  Willie  Thome,  seated.  Independent  Chemists  Marketing 
Ltd,  51  Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wiltshire  BA229JU 
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Tambrands  try 
TV  touch 

Tambrands,  who  claim  brand  leadership 
in  the  tampon  sector  of  the  sanpro  market, 
have  their  first-ever  televison  advertising 
for  Tampax  starting  on  Channel  4  on  May 
19.  The  campaign  will  run  for  six  months, 
covering  around  75  per  cent  of  the 
country,  but  a  final  list  of  the  areas 
involved  was  still  to  be  finalised  as  C&D 
went  to  Press.  Central  and  London  were 
likely  to  be  excluded. 

The  campaign  is  part  of  a  £3m  mixed- 
media  spend  for  1986.  The  television 
segment  is  worth  £%m  at  rate  card.  A 
Press  campaign  begins  at  the  same  time. 
Tambrands  say  the  new  campaign  — 
"Why  stop  when  your  period  starts?"  —  is 
a  break  from  Tampax's  traditional 
advertising  approach  which  concentrated 
on  maintaining  user  loyalty.  The  new 


A  still  from  the  commercial 


approach  focusses  on  converting  young 
towel  users  to  Tampax,  stressing  the 
"freedom  and  discretion"  of  tampons. 

The  commercial,  entitled  "frozen 
villa",  featuring  a  mixed  group  of  young 
people  on  holiday  enjoying  themselves  by 
the  pool,  except  for  one  girl  "frozen"  by 
cinematic  effects  in  her  bedroom.  As  the 
voice-over  starts  talking  about  Tampax  — 
"Are  you  one  of  those  girls  for  whom  time 
stands  still  when  you  are  having  your 
period?"  —  her  world  returns  to  normal. 
The  full  Tampax  range  is  featured  at  the 
end  of  the  commercial. 

Fernando  Gris,  Tambrands  marketing 
manager,  says  that  advertising  space  will 
be  bought  to  maximise  the  effect  on  their 
target  market,  the  16  to  24  age  group. 

"We  are  glad  that  the  authorities  have 
enabled  us  to  go  ahead  with  what  we  see  as 
a  new  test,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
ongoing,"  he  says.  "Tampax,  as  the  market 
leader  needs  to  be  on  television,  and  we 
think  our  commercial  is  a  memorable  and 
provocative  way  to  get  across  the  benefits 
of  our  product."  Tambrands  Ltd, 
Dunsbury  Way,  Havant,  Hants  P09  5DG. 


Barbara  Cartland,  m  the  pink  and  meeting 
Maurice  Hanssen  (centre),  author  of  "E  for 
Additives",  and  Bemd  Linke  (right), 
managing  director  of  DSL.  The  three  were 
discussing  the  Hanssen  Diet,  launched 
recently  at  the  Helfex  exhibition  in 
Brighton 


Futuro-istic... 

Futuro  supports  are  being  relaunched  to 
pharmacies.  The  move  follows  Jung 
Corporation's  acquisition  of  Solport  who 
supply  the  range. 

The  relaunch  campaign  has  the  theme 
"not  simply  for  sportsmen"  and  includes 
new  merchandising  and  POS  material, 
"added  value"  wrist  splint  and  hinged 
knee  supports  and  a  price  structure 
repositioning  for  the  brand,  say  Solport. 
Dealers  purchasing  a  Futuro  counter 
display  unit  and/or  Futuro  stock  to  a  value 
of  £82  up  to  June  30  will  receive  six  free  No 
43  wrist  braces  plus  a  chance  to  win  a  four- 
day  holiday  for  two  in  a  "passport  to  Paris" 
competition .  Solport  Ltd,  Portia  House, 
Goring  Street,  Goring-by-Sea,  Worthing, 
West  Sussex. 

Cussons  carry 
baby  campaign 

Cussons  baby  products  are  to  receive  their 
first  promotional  support  this  month  with 
the  start  of  a  sample  offer  and  advertising 
programme  in  consumer  magazines. 

The  timing  of  the  campaign  coincides 
with  national  distribution  of  the  new  range. 

Advertising  will  be  appearing  in  all  the 
main  baby  magazines  throughout  the 
Summer,  Autumn  and  Spring  as  well  as  in 
forthcoming  annual  titles.  Reader  offers 
feature  in  selected  publications  in  May, 
June  and  July.  Cussons  (UK)  Ltd,  Kersal 
Vale,  Manchester  M7  OGL . 


Backing  Boutique 

Kimberly-Clark  are  introducing  a  pre- 
price  promotion  for  Kleenex  Boutique. 

All  boxes  are  flashed  "special  chemist 
price  £0.59"  showing  a  saving  of  around 
lOp.  Kleenex  Boutique  dominates  the  £7m 
cosmetic  facial  tissues  market,  accounting 
for  60  per  cent  of  total  branded  sales,  say 
Kimberly-Clark  Ltd,  LarkJield,  Nr 
Maidstone,  Kent. 


Braun  —  giving 
bags  away 

Braun  are  offering  a  free  wash-bag  with 
any  purchase  of  their  224,  2101,  and  255 
shaver  models. 

The  bag,  worth  around  £6,  measures 
10ms  by  6ms  by  2ms  and  comes  in  nylon  in 
a  grey  and  maroon  design.  It  features  two 
internal  pockets  designed  to  take  Braun 
shavers  and  has  a  carrying  strap. 

To  obtain  the  bag,  consumers  must 
apply  to  Braun  on  a  specially  designed 
leaflet  together  with  proof  of  purchase.  A 
showcard  announcing  the  promotion  will 
be  available  and  retailers  wishing  to 
feature  the  bag  in  a  window  display  can 
get  a  free  sample  from  Braun 
representatives.  Braun  Electric  (UK)  Ltd, 
Dolphin  Estate,  Windmill  Road,  Sunbury- 
on-Thames,  Middlesex. 

Vaseline  find 
filing  system 

Cheseborough-Pond's  are  mounting  a 
consumer  promotion  for  Vaseline 
Intensive  Care  lotion. 

From  June  to  August  four  long-sized 
Perfect  Colour  emery  boards  (worth  £0.49) 
will  be  banded  onto  the  500ml  packs  of 
Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion. 
Cheseborough  -Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242, 
Consort  House,  Victoria  Street,  Windsor, 
Berks  SL4 1EX. 


Pharmacist  Kirit  Patel  of  Shermen 
Chemist,  Woodgrange  Road,  London  E7 
was  a  lucky  winner  on  the  Sterling  Health 
stand  at  the  Macarthys  Pharmacy  Fair, 
held  last  month  at  the  Barbican  Centre.  In 
a  free  draw  competition,  Mr  Patel  won  the 
use  of  the  Pink  Panther  Kallista  car  for  one 
week.  The  car  is  part  of  a  promotional 
drive  behind  the  Andrews  brand.  Sterling 
Health,  1  Onslow  Street,  Guildford, 
Surrey  GUI  4YS 
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Vosene:  fresh 
outlook 

With  the  support  of  a  £2m  advertising 
spend,  Beecham  Toiletries  are  updating 
and  extending  Vosene. 

The  new  frequent  wash  variant  will 
share  a  new  carton  label  and  livery  with 
the  original  formula  Vosene  — 
differentiatied  by  a  green  background  for 
original  and  white  for  frequent  wash. 

The  new  variant  has  a  fresh  herbal 
fragrance  to  stand  alongside  the  coal  tar 
fragrance  of  the  original  formula. 

Two  on  pack  offers  will  feature  on  both 
variants:  special  100ml  packs  will  retail  at 
£0.59  while  a  180ml  size  will  sell  at  the 
150ml  price  (around  £0.85).  Television 
advertising  will  break  nationally  in  July. 


TOR  CLEAN 
5  SHDflr  HEAUHY 
LOOKING  HAIR 


\fosene  Vosene 


I  MEDICATED 
SHAMPOO 


Beecham  Proprietaries  Toiletries, 
Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex. 


TV-Tuft 


Jordan  are  promoting  their  V-Tuft 
toothbrushes  in  a  £650,000  television 
campaign  beginning  next  month. 

The  campaign,  featuring  the  animated 
Jordan  shark,  breaks  on  June  2  and  will  be 
screened  nationally  throughout  the 
Summer  and  Autumn.  Alberto-Culver  Co, 
Houndsmill  Industrial  Estate,  Telford 
Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants  RG21 2YX. 


A  window  on 
Savlon  displays 

Care  Laboratories  have  put  together  a 
Savlon  display  kit.  Under  the  "Trust 
Savlon"  banner  it  is  designed  to  be  flexible 
enough  to  fit  any  window. 

The  display  material  includes  vari- 
sized  hexagonal  blocks  and  a  colourful 


Savlon 


Savlon 


strutted  A2  showcard.  It's  available  free  on 
request  from  Care  Laboratories'  sale 
representatives.  Care  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Lindow  House,  Beech  Lane,  Wilmslow, 
Cheshire. 


Lite  touch  for 
Coppertone  

Coppertone  are  supporting  their  new 
range  of  Lite  formulation  tanning  and 
aftersun  products  with  a  £1 .  lm  television 
advertising  campaign. 

The  first  burst  will  run  from  May  21  for 
4Vz  weeks  on  ITV  and  Channel  4  covering 
Anglia,  TVS,  HTV,  TSW  and  Central 
television  areas,  with  a  second  burst  of 
three  weeks  from  June  9  covering  Thames, 
Granada,  Yorkshire,  Tyne  Tees, 
Grampian,  STV  and  Border.  The 
commercial  will  go  national  on  TVam  for 
five  weeks  from  June  9. 

The  40  second  commercial  is  directed 
by  photographer  David  Bailey.  Scholl 
(UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street,  London 
EC1P1DH. 


Carmen  on  the 
screen 

House  of  Carmen  are  supporting  the 
Carmen  range  with  a  £450,000  television 
campaign. 

The  company  is  reissuing  its  Blow  'n 
Shape  and  Blow  'n  Curl  commercial  which 
will  run  in  the  Yorkshire  and  Granada 
areas  from  June  9  to  29.  House  of  Carmen, 
Carmen  House,  Deer  Park  Road,  London 
SW193UX. 


Clairol  take  a 
shot  at  mailing 

Direct  mail  advertising  is  to  be  used  to 
boost  sales  of  Clairol's  heat  wrap  with 
massage. 

The  mail  shot,  specifically  targetted  to 
sufferers  of  aches  and  pains,  takes  the 
form  of  a  letter  from  Clairol  marketing 
manager,  Simon  Bluring.  In  the  letter  he 
outlines  the  benefits  of  the  Heat  Wrap  and 
a  full  colour  leaflet  is  also  included. 

This  is  Clairol's  first  venture  into  this 
form  of  advertising  and  it  will  form  an 
integral  part  of  the  overall  marketing 
support  package  for  the  product.  Mr 
Bluring  says:  "We  feel  that  the  Heat  Wrap 
is  the  ideal  appliance  to  test  this 
advertising  approach.  It  gives  us  an 
opportunity  to  home  in  on  a  specific 
audience  at  a  personal  level."  Bristol- 
Myers  Co  Ltd,  Clairol  Appliances 
division,  The  Avenue,  Egham,  Surrey. 


Andrews  give 
Sterling  greetings 

Sterling  Health  are  launching  an  on-pack 
offer  of  Pink  Panther  greetings  cards  to  be 
featured  on  4oz  and  8oz  tins  of  Andrews, 
as  well  as  sachet  packs. 

The  promotion  is  set  to  run  through 
until  1987  and  offers  a  pack  of  four  cards  at 
a  price  of  £0.75p. 


A  wide  range  of  point  of  sale  material 
will  accompany  the  offer,  including 
counter  display  units,  in-store  leaflets, 
window  showcards  and  shelf  strips. 
Sterling  Health,  1  Onslow  Street, 
Guildford,  Surrey  GUI  4YS. 

Strenol's  Calamousse  was  incorrectly 
shown  in  C&D's  Price  Supplement  of  May 
3  as  a  deleted  product.  Calamousse  is  still 
available,  through  distributors  Bellair 
Cosmetics. 
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Summer-time 
Magic 

There  is  no  need  for  hay  fever  to  spoil 
the  magic  of  Summer.  Proven  over  many 
years,  Piriton  (Chlorpheniramine  Maleate 
BP)  is  now  available  in  a  new  blister  pack 
of  small,  easy-to-swallow  tablets  for  your 
recommendation. 

Piriton  is  made  by  Allen  &  Hanburys 
and  has  an  established  reputation  for 
effective  therapy,  trusted  by  professionals 
and  remembered  by  name  by  the  public. 

Hay  fever  need  not  spoil  the  magic  of 
Summer. 


J? 


#!  PIRITON 


for  (hi  kr.un  01  ha/h  vf-.r 

INSECT  BITES  &  SKIN  ALLERGIES 

30  tablets  4mg 


"■ftfr.,.- 


PIRITON 

|_pw  Priced  Professional  {-}aypever  Treatment 

Allen  &  Hanburys  Limited,  Greenford,  Middlesex  CJB6  OHB.  Piriton  is  a  trade  mark. 


Obviously  his  Daddy  sells  Bergasol.  again!  And  this  year  it  should  be  higher  sti 
The  chemist  who  does  can  afford  the  odd  Two  million  more  people  are  taking 

little  luxury.  holidays  abroad  in  1986-Bergasols  strongs 

Last  year  our  market  share  was  up  yet  market -and  they'll  all  be  seeing  our  ad vertisi: 


COMPUTERS  IN  PHARMACY 


Getting  the  bit  between 
the  teeth 

Despite  being  told  it  couldn't  be 
done  and  it  wasn't  cost 
effective,  and  despite  a  number 
of  hardware  and  software 
setbacks,  one  of  our  readers  did 
set  up  an  efficient  customised 
dispensary  computer  system 
incorporating  patients  records. 
Here's  how  he  did  it. 


I  first  thought  about  a  pharmacy  computer 
system  when  the  major  wholesalers  were  all 
computerising  and  setting  up  quite  different 
coding  systems.  I  wrote  to  the  editor  of 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  asking  if  there  was 
any  chance  of  the  Society  or  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  enforcing  a 
uniform  system  and  possibly  a  large  central 
computer  with  terminals  in  all  member 
pharmacies.  The  idea  being  to  set  up  patient 
records  on  a  national  scale  to  stop  drug 
abuse  and  to  give  pharmacists  a  knowledge 
of  their  patient's  total  record  to  prevent 
interactions,  etc,  without  restricting  a 
patient's  freedom  to  use  whatever  pharmacy 
he  chose. 

The  different  coding  systems  appeared 
and  I  had  to  rethink  my  ideas.  At  this  time  my 
local  surgery  employed  an  SRN  to  write 
repeat  prescriptions  and  the  number  of 
errors  and  missing  details  increased 
dramatically.  I  very  much  needed  my  own 
records  to  check  what  was  being  written, 
even  when  it  appeared  to  be  correct.  I  have 
a  position  on  a  large  council  estate  near  a 
major  industrial  city  and  can  rely  on  the 
majority  of  my  customers  to  obtain  all  their 
prescriptions  needs  from  me. 


The  requirements 


I  wanted  a  system  to:  write  labels;  record 
patient  records  to  a  maximum  of  10,000 
patients;  control  the  stock  of  a  maximum 
7,000  items;  incorporate  a  drug  interaction 
check,  and  give  financial  controls  (how  big 
should  the  NHS  cheque  be  and  how  much 
have  I  invested  in  stock?).  Most  importantly 
this  should  all  be  faster  than  using  a 
typewriter  for  labelling  (approx  45  seconds 
per  item).  Finally  the  cost  should  be  less  than 
the  value  of  the  car  I  wasn't  going  to  buy  in 
order  to  save  the  money  to  have  the  system. 

I  gave  this  list  to  several  computer  firms 
all  of  which  produced  salesmen  who  had  no 
doubt  that  they  could  easily  come  up  with 
such  a  system.  But  when  their  programmers 
looked  at  the  specifications,  excuses  started 
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The  Sirius  system  in  situ  in  the  dispensary.  It  has  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory,  filling  the 
requirements  of  the  original  specification.  But  the  system  cost  about  £6,000  plus  a  lot  of  time 
over  several  years  to  set  up 


arriving,  and  while  no-one  wanted  to  say  it 
couldn't  be  done,  they  didn't  want  to  do  it. 

I  next  talked  a  little  about  my  ideas  at  an 
NPA  computer  seminar.  Unfortunately  I  was 
squashed  with  the  phrases  "unworkable," 
"unmanageable"  and  "not  cost  effective." 
However,  on  this  course  I  did  hear  of  the 
Department  of  Trade  &  Industry's  national 
computer  centre  in  New  Fetter  Lane,  London 
EC4.  I  sent  then  my  list  of  requirements  in 
January  1982.  I  received  an  enormous 
literature  pack  about  the  NCC  and  its 
microsystems  centre  but  no  reference  to  my 
problems. 

The  following  March  I  did  receive  a 
phone  call  from  the  NCC  saying  they  were 
interested  in  my  scheme  and  were  setting  up 
a  microsystems  centre  in  my  local 
polytechnic  building.  They  arranged  for  its 
new  director  designate  to  come  to  see  me  in 
my  pharmacy  where  we  discussed  the  matter 
at  some  length.  On  his  second  visit  he 
brought  details  of  a  new  computer  which 
was  the  first  in  England  to  be  able  to  cope 
with  all  the  data  involved:  it  was  the  10 
megabyte  16  bit  Sirius  hard  disc  model. 
Unfortunately  there  were  no  available 
programs  to  use  or  even  adapt  in  order  to 
work  my  system  and  having  one  written  was 
prohibitively  expensive.  However,  the 
director,  who  had  been  a  lecturer  in  the 
polytechnic  department  of  computing, 
suggested  it  would  be  good  experience  for  a 
student  to  work  on  the  project. 


False  beginnings 


At  the  beginning  of  the  next  college  term  a 
young  final  year  degree  student  came  to  do 
a  feasibility  study.  This  however  proved  a 
disaster  as  she  was  unwilling  to  spend  much 
time  finding  out  what  was  really  required. 
Her  report  for  her  final  degree  examination 
had  little  or  no  relevance  to  my  requirements 
and  although  very  nicely  presented  was  to 
form  the  basis  for  several  future 
misunderstandings.  The  delay  meant  that  a 
new  student  could  not  work  on  the  project 
until  January  1983. 

Programming  starts 

After  the  problems  with  my  first  student  I  was 
finally  persuaded  by  the  now  director  of  the 
microsystems  centre  to  take  another;  in 
January  1983  he  moved  into  the  flat  over  my 
pharmacy.  He  studied  the  work  of  his 
predecessor  and  soon  showed  a  genuine 
interest. 

At  the  end  of  February  the  computer 
arrived  from  a  local  firm  of  Sirius  agents  and 
programing  began  using  COBOL. 
However,  the  problems  proved  too  great  to 
have  a  working  system  by  the  end  of  the 
academic  year,  partly  because  the  computer 
itself  was  faulty  and  had  to  be  returned  to  the 
importers  (the  local  agents  were  no  help). 
Fortunately  our  new  student,  with  a  friend, 
agreed  to  stay  during  the  vacation  to  create 
continued  on  page  996 
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Time  was  when  women  had  to  remember  to  take  two, 
even  three,  Bh  tablets  every  day.  In  between  the  meetings, 
report  writing  and  the  travelling.  ( )r  the  nappies,  washing-up 
and  shopping. 

At  certain  stressful  times,  correct  dosage  became  even 
more  difficult,  which  somehow  seemed  to  defeat  the  object  of 
the  exercise. 

They  hadn't  heard  about  Comploment®  B(,  Continus® 
Tablets.  The  controlled-release  form  of 
vitamin  which  gently  releases  the  vitamin 
into  the  system  providing  sufficient  B() 
for  a  full  day  from  a  single  tablet. 

Now  Comploment  B,,  Tablets  are 
here,  times  have  changed.  Just  one 
tablet  for  the  hard  pressed  woman  ^ 
from  her  sell-checking  calendar 
pack,  instead  of  three  times  a  day. 


So,  if  y<  hi  aren't  already  doing  so,  get  abreast  of  the  times, 
especially  as  we're  putting  a  major  consumer  and  POS 
advertising  campaign  behind  Comploment  B(l  Continus 
Tablets,  and  offering  you  margins  which  will  surprise  you. 

Stock  Comploment  Bfl  Continus  Tablets,  now  with  GSL 
status.  The  modern  B,,  treatment  for  the  modern  woman  from 
the  modern  pharmacist. 


Cornpla 


Comploment*B6 

Continus"  Tablets 
-acting  vitamin  B6  supplement  for  women 


m  4 


m 


Compl 


Modem  one-a-day  calendar  pack 


oment  B6  Continus  Tablets 

Controlled  release  technology- in  a  calendar  pack 

(napp) 


Further  information  is  available  from; 
Napp  Laboratories  Limited,  The  Science  Park,  Cambridge  CB4  4GW 
Member  of  NAPP  Pharmaceutical  Group. 

8Comptomenl  and  Continus  arc  Roistered  Trade  Mojks    ©Napp  Ljb.  wan  mes  Limited  1985 
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continued  from  page  994 

the  basis  of  the  system. 

I  then  had  to  enter  the  details  of  the  first 
3,500  drugs  which  made  up  the  drug  file  (12 
questions  to  be  answered  for  each). 

Using  nearly  all  my  leisure  time  I  just 
finished  for  Christmas  and  after  correcting 
some  early  problems  it  was  used  in  the 
dispensary  for  the  first  time  in  February 
1984.  Even  though  it  was  only  used  in  slack 
times  its  speed  left  much  to  be  desired:  it  was 
taking  nearly  2  minutes  per  item  and  getting 
slower  as  the  patient  file  built  up. 

Final  program  set  up 

We  had  to  wait  until  June,  after  our  student 
had  taken  his  finals,  for  the  files  m  the  system 
to  be  realigned  more  efficiently;  this 
reduced  the  time  per  item  to  under  60 
seconds  and  the  computer  returned  to  use  at 
the  end  of  August.  Now  we  had  a  labelling 
system  which  checked  interactions  and 
recorded  patients  prescriptions  but  was 
inefficient  on  stock  control  because  orders 
had  to  be  written  with  a  change  of  paper  on 
the  label  printer. 

A  second  printer  was  therefore 
purchased  with  a  switching  mechanism  to 
move  the  print  feed  to  it.  For  that  we  had  to 
buy  a  £100-switch,  despite  claims  by  the 
suppliers  that  the  computer  itself  could  do 
the  switching.  Next  the  computer's  own  on- 
off  switch  broke  in  the  "off"  position  and  our 
suppliers  found  excuses  not  to  repair  it.  In 
desperation  we  went  to  a  repair  firm  to  get  it 
replaced. 

They  replaced  it  with  a  key  switch  but  put 
it  on  the  wrong  computer  and  we  had  to  wait 
again  while  it  was  swapped  to  ours.  The  key, 
however,  ensures  confidentiality  of  the 
records.  The  cables  to  connect  the  two 


printers  to  the  computer  also  took  several 
months  to  arrive  and  temporary  measures 
were  used  in  the  meantime. 

At  this  point  we  gave  up  with  our  local 
dealers  and  registered  with  the  importer's 
expensive  maintenance  system.  However, 
their  first  check-up  did  include  some 
updates  to  the  programing  of  the  computer' s 
own  systems,  which  increased  the  speed  of 
the  machine  still  further.  This,  together  with 
certain  modifications  by  our  former  student 
in  his  spare  time,  speeded  the  work  rate  to  an 
average  of  30  seconds  per  item. 

We  also  introduced  PIP  codes  into  the 
ordering  system  for  August  1984  which 
helps  greatly  with  transfer  of  orders  to  our 
two  wholesaler  teminals. 

Since  August  we  have  had  only  one 
calamity  when  some  dirt  got  into  the  system 
and  the  engineer  from  the  importer  was  on  a 
course;  the  computer  was  down  for  a  week. 
That  meant  our  stock  control  figures  went 
wrong  and  we  had  to  do  a  new  stock  take. 

Method  of  working 

The  system  starts  by  asking  for  a  patient's 
name  and  one  initial;  it  checks  that  the 
patient  is  on  file  and  puts  up  the  address  for 
confirmation.  If  incorrect  it  will  put  up  other 
patients  of  same  name  until  there  are  none 
left  when  it  will  ask  for  details  of  address, 
exemption  category  and  doctor  together 
with  a  comment  space  which  can  be  used  to 
identify  patients  with  similar  names  or 
record  colostomy  equipment  numbers,  etc. 
When  the  correct  patient  is  found  it  asks,  for 
each  item  on  the  record,  whether  it  is  to  be 
repeated  or  not  and  if  any  new  ones  are  to  be 
added. 

As  each  label  is  printed  the  quantity  of 
the  drug  is  deleted  from  the  stock  holding  in 


the  drug  record  and  if  it  drops  below  a  set 
level  the  drug  is  added  to  an  order  file  which 
can  be  printed  and  transferred  to  the  order 
terminal. 

It  is  also  possible  to  print  a  list  of  all  the 
drugs  manufactured  by  any  one  company 
with  their  stock  levels  and  usage  rates  to 
assist  direct  buying. 

New  items  are  checked  by  the  computer 
for  any  interaction  with  drugs  previously 
entered,  before  a  label  is  printed.  Records 
more  than  a  year  old  are  automatically 
deleted. 

There  are  special  files  which  the 
computer  will  print  at  any  time,  which  are 
easily  amended,  for  labelling  abbreviations 
and  for  generic/proprietry  equivalents  so 
that  when  a  generic  name  is  used  the  stock  of 
the  proprietary  is  reduced. 

Acceptance 

My  patients  have  made  only  favourable 
comments  about  the  system,  and  local 
doctors  have  also  been  very  pleased  with  the 
project,  often  ringing  for  information  and 
thanking  me  when  I  have  pointed  out 
potential  problems  with  prescriptions. 
However,  I  have  had  trouble  with  GPs  who 
have  patients  in  my  area  but  do  not  know  me! 
The  worst  case  was  when  a  patient  twisted 
my  words  to  trap  a  neurology  consultant  at 
the  local  teaching  hospital.  This  shows  the 
need  for  great  caution  when  talking  to 
patients  about  their  medicines  when  neither 
they  nor  their  prescriber  realises  the  extent 
of  the  information  you  hold. 

My  finest  hour  was  when  one  of  the 
partners  in  the  local  medical  practice 
brought  a  student  into  my  dispensary  and 
using  the  computer  gave  an  explanation  why 
various  drugs  had  been  used  for  individual 
patients,  finding  the  records  himself. 

Satisfaction 

The  system  is  highly  satisfactory  and  fills  the 
requirements  originally  laid  down.  The  cost 
has  been  some  £6,000  plus  a  great  deal  of 
time  over  several  years. 

Since  the  project  started  several 
computers  have  appeared  which  claim  to  be 
bigger  and  faster  than  the  Sirius,  now 
discontinued.  However,  it  adequately  does 
the  work  and  there  haven't,  as  yet,  been 
problems  with  spare  parts,  etc. 

To  set  up  the  system  now  I  would 
recommend  the  Apricot  Zen  computer  at 
£3,500  plus  two  Epson  printers  at 
approximately  £600  each.  With  the  various 
switches  and  cables  the  system  would  cost 
about  £5,000  for  haidware.  Then  you  would 
have  to  try  to  persuade  me  to  sell  my 
brainchild  and  keep  it  updated.  This,  I  am 
sure,  would  prevent  it  being  cost  effective  for 
anyone  else. 

More  Computers  in  Pharmacy  on  plOll. 
C&D  looks  at  PIP  at  work  at  London 
Bridge. 
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THE  SQUARE  LECTURE 


A  real  and  lasting  change  in  primary 
health  care  in  this  country  is  possible  by 
simply  re-valuating  the  contribution  of  the 
pharmacist,  said  Dr  Stillman.  And  he 
believes  the  time  to  make  that  change  is 
now,  in  the  light  of  the  Nuffield  Report  on 
pharmacy  and  the  Government's  Green 
Paper  on  primary  health  care. 

Pharmacy  has  been  left  out  in  the  cold 
by  the  rest  of  the  health  care  team  as  it 
developed  from  the  founding  of  the  NHS, 
he  told  the  audience  of  around  70 
pharmacists,  students,  and  lecturers.  It  is 
only  now  that  pharmacists  can  take  the 
place  denied  them  for  financial  and 
geographical  reasons  since  1948,  because 
for  the  first  time  there  is  talk  of  pharmacists 
being  paid  for  counselling,  he  says.  "It  was 
exactly  this  change  in  remuneration  for 
doctors  in  1948  that  brought  significant 
changes  within  our  profession." 

Doctors  went  from  single-handed 
isolated  practices  with  fee  paying  patients 
to  the  large  group  practice  with  payment 
on  a  per  capita  basis.  Specialisation 
followed,  and  slowly  the  health  care  team 
began  to  take  shape.  Eventually  the  health 
centre  concept  was  bom. 

But  pharmacists  could  not  up  and  join 
a  practice  as  easily  as  the  district  nurse  for 
example,  and  they  had  been  left  out  of  the 
health  care  team.  "The  pharmacist  was  still 
in  the  High  Street.  He  couldn't  make  a 
living  at  what  he  was  trained  to  do,  so  he 
had  to  take  on  other  business  interests,"  Dr 
Stilman  said.  The  result  was  that 
pharmacists  were  seen  by  the  public  as 
businessmen  first,  and  professionals 
second  "This  was  the  situation  of  10  or  15 
years  ago,"  said  Dr  Stillman:  "the  bottom  of 
the  trough".  However  in  the  last  few  years 
the  value  of  the  pharmacist  has  changed 
dramatically. 

As  the  potency  of  drugs  increased, 
doctors  went  from  having  very  little 
.  therapeutic  power  to  having  drugs  at  their 


Time  to  come 
in  from 
the  cold 

Payment  for  counselling 
patients  could  bring  about  a 
radical  change  in  attitudes  to 
pharmacy,  says  Crawley  GP 
Dr  Paul  Stillman,  co-author  of 
"Minor  illness  or  major 
disease".  The  occasion  was  the 
second  annual  lecture  of  the 
Square  Association  held  at 
The  London  School  of 
Pharmacy  on  May  8. 

disposal  that  actually  worked.  The  power 
of  the  GP  both  feared  and  revered  by  his 
patients  and  possessing  some  therapeutic 
power  in  his  own  right  began  to  diminish. 
The  pharmacist  as  a  monitor  of  drugs,  of 
dosage  interactions  and  as  a  counsellor 
was  important  now. 

Dr  Stillman  believes  that  although  the 
profession  itself  recognised  this  early  on,  it 
has  taken  the  last  ten  years  or  so  for  the 
general  public  to  become  aware  of  the 
shift  in  roles.  And  he  described  as  "narrow 
minded"  the  reaction  of  some  doctors  that 
Government  support  for  pharmacy  arises 
from  financial  motives  only.  "If  this  is  an 
attempt  to  provide  health  care  on  the 
cheap  then  I  see  no  reason  to  be  critical  of 
it.  There  is  a  real  need  to  reduce  the 
extraordinary  costs  of  the  NHS,"  he  said. 

Dr  Stillman  urged  the  Society  to 
ensure  that  every  pharmacist  is  trained  to 
make  the  "appropriate"  response  to 
symptoms.  He  referred  to  the  Which? 
-  report  which  had  showed  that  some 


pharmacists  fail  to  do  this. 

But  he  said  the  real  value  of  the 
Which?  report  was  that  it  demonstrated 
that  primary  symptoms  go  to  the 
pharmacist  as  often  as  they  go  to  the 
doctor.  Most  of  the  time  the  symptoms 
described  to  the  pharmacist  are  minor,  but 
for  those  patients  with  more  serious 
symptoms  pharmacists  are  not  being  asked 
to  act  as  diagnosticians,  but  as  a  screen  for 
possible  referral  to  the  GP,  he  said. 
Referring  a  patient  is  not  passing  the  buck, 
he  added.  "You  are  using  your  knowledge 
and  assessing  the  situation".  Dr  Stillman 
foresaw  some  formalisation  of  this  referral 
system  possibly  by  documentation. 

The  pharmacist's  involvement  with 
drug  monitoring,  interactions  and  referral 
are  all  areas  leading  to  more 
communication  with  doctors.  But  all 
require  an  adequate  exchange  of  patient 
information,  and  to  achieve  this 
pharmacists  must  have  access  to 
medication  records.  A  follow-on  would  be 
the  registration  of  patients  with  a 
pharmacy  so  that  all  their  medication,  both 
POM  and  OTC,  could  be  recorded. 
Computers  to  which  both  pharmacists  and 
doctors  had  access  would  provide  the 
means  and  although  GPs  had  been  slow  to 
enter  the  computer  age,  Dr  Stillman 
believed  it  will  happen. 

If  this  complementary  relationship 
does  not  develop  then  he  does  not  see  the 
pharmacist's  role  expanding  to  its  full 
potential  was  for  the  benefit  of  both 
professionals  and  the  patient.  He  said  it 
was  tempting  to  concentrate  on  the 
summaries  of  documents  like  Nuffield  and 
then  forget  them.  This  must  not  happen. 
There  should  be  continued  political  and 
academic  interest. 


BECAUSE  HE  HAS  SUCH  HIGHLY 
REGARDED  AND  RELIABLE  PARENTS 
THIS  NEW  BABY  IS  BOUND 


TO  GROW  ON  YOU 


Our  new  baby  is  the  supply  of 
generic  and  DHSS  Approved 
P!  medicines  in  and  around  London.  It  is  a  prompt  service  offering  flexibility 
in  ordering  and  convenience  in  accounting  -  just  one  account  for 
pharmaceutical  and  D&P  orders  YOU  NEED  ^J^^L^^R^OVW^ 


Pharmaceuticals 
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Colorama  Pharmaceuticals  Limited, 44-58  Lancaster  Street,  London  SE1  0RPTel:01-801  3933 
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OLVADEX  /l/EWS 
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ALL 


TARI 
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'Nolvadex',  'Nolvadex  -  D  and  'Nolvadex'  -  Forte  are  priced  in 
accordance  with  the  Government's  tariff  price  for  tamoxifen ,  removing  any  economic 
argument  for  not  prescribing  them.  Only  these  ICI  formulations  contain  ICI 
tamoxifen,  the  original  tamoxifen  and  the  tamoxifen  used  in  all  the  major  trials. 


i 


UALITY  CONTROL 


ICI  have  12  years  experience  of  manufacturing  tamoxifen,  a  process  in 
which  the  very  highest  standards  of  quality  control  are  necessary. 


t 


ROTECTIVE  PACKAGING 


'Nolvadex',  'Nolvadex'- D  and  'Nolvadex'- Forte  are  supplied  in 
opaque,  all-foil,  blister  packs  to  protect  against  the  risk  of  handling  and 
degradation  due  to  exposure  to  light. 


'Nolvadex' 


THE  ORIGINAL 


ICI  tamoxifen 


TAMOXIFEN 
FROM  ICI 


NolvHdGx-I ) 

ICI  tamoxifen 
ICI  tamoxifen 


Prescribing  Notes. 

Use  TVeatment  of  breast  cancer.  Presentation  Nolvadex':  tablets  containing 
tamoxifen  II)  mg;  'Nolvadex'-D:  tablets  containing  tamoxifen  20  mg; 
Nolvadex'  Forte:  tablets  containing  tamoxifen  40  mg.  Dosage  20  to  40  mg  daily 
Contraindications  Pregnancy.  Precautions  Pre -menopausal  patients  must  be 
examined  before  treatment  to  exclude  possibility  of  pregnancy.  Side  Effects 
Nolvadex' suppresses  menstruation  in  some  patients. Side  effects  include:  hot 
Hushes,  vaginal  bleeding,  pruritus  vulvae,  gastrointestinal  intolerance,  tumour  Hare, 
light  headedness,  transient  falls  in  platelet  count  and  occasional  fluid  retention. 
Rarely  observed  side  effects  include:  hypercalcaemia  on  initiation  of  therapy  in 


patients  with  bony  metastases;  reversible  cystic  ovarian  swelling  on  doses  of  40  mg 
b.d.;  and  a  few  cases  of  visual  disturbance,  corneal  changes  and/or  retinopathy, 
mainly  with  exceptionally  high  doses  over  long  periods.  Thromboembolic  events 
occur  rarely  during  therapy  but  these  have  not  been  causally  related  to  'Nolvadex! 
Product  licence  numbers  and  daily  treatment  cost  (based  on  packs  of  30  tablets) 
'Nolvadex'  (29/0064):  47p  (10  mg  b.d.); 'Nolvadex'-D  (29/0155):  37p  (20mgo.d.); 
'Nolvadex'-Forte  (29/0176):  73p  (40  mg  o.d.).  'Nolvadex'  is  a  trademark. 
Further  information  is  available  from,  f  ICI 

ICI  Pharmaceuticals  (UK),  Alderley  House,  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire,  SKK)  4TF  Mar  86 


THERE  ARE  A  NUMBER  01 
IS  THE  BEST  GROUP  OF  IND 

When  you  add  them  all  up  it's  not  surprising  that 
Numark  is  the  largest  and  fastest  g rowi ng  voluntary  trad inc 
group  for  retail  chemists  in  the  UK. 

A  group  with  14  independent  wholesalers  who  offe 
the  chemist  the  same  level  of  personal  local  service  as  yoi 
give  to  your  customers.  A  group  which  does  more  than 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


EASONS  WHY  NUMARK 
INDENT  CHEMISTS  TO  JOIN 

iy  other  to  help  you  build  up  a  healthy  and  profitable 
jsiness.  For  further  information  contact  your  local 
Jimark  Wholesaler  or  Numark 

antral  Office,  51  Boreham  Road,  ™"|NI  JMARKJ1™ 
"arminster,  Wilts,  BA12  9JU.  ^|J^^|^j^j^^Jj^™ 
lephone:  0985  215555. 


zstp    Z'Stbp  z-srip 


Special  Anti-Wasp  Strip 

Kills  all  wasps,  and  other 
unwelcome  Hying  insecls. 


Anti-Mosquito  Candles 

Protection  at  night, 
free  from  mosquitoes. 


AAA  A 


Anti-Mosquito  Strips 

Indoor  protection 
from  mosquitoes. 


AfttMnsectSunMift 

I  forsunbalhing.hci'1 
bthng,  ftytng  insect 


Complete  freedom  f""" 
flying  insect* 


Anti-Insect  Coils 

Outdoor  protection  from 
biting,  flying  insects. 


Complete  freedom 
from  flying  insects 


_>$TOf — 

^SMnsect  Lotion  Spray 

^sonal  protection  fror*1 
&Sng,  flying  insects 


*^p(cte  freedom  ft**15 
flying  insect1* 


Put  a  stop  to  flying  insects 


With  the  Z-STOP  range.  All  you'll 
ever  need  to  keep  completely  free 
from  flying  insects. 

Whether  at  home.  Or  abroad.  On 
a  beach.  Or  in  a  boat.  Bathing.  Or 
barbecuing.  Camping.  Or  caravanning. 


Whenever,  wherever  you  need 
to  keep  flying  insects  at  bay  you'll  find 
there's  a  product  from  the  Z-STOP 
range  that  can  help.  But  remember 
—  the  Z-STOP  range  is  only  available 
from  your  pharmacist. 


Complete  freedom  from  flying  insects. 

Thames  Laboratories,  The  Old  Blue  School,  5  Lower  Square,  Isleworth,  Middlesex. 


PSNI  COUNCIL 


Society  to  co-operate 
with  Age  Concern 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Northern  Ireland  has  agreed  to  co- 
operate with  Age  Concern 
(Northern  Ireland)  who  hope  to 
launch  their  tape/slide  presentation 
"Drugs  and  the  Elderly"  during 
June. 

The  launch  will  take  place  in  the 
Society's  House,  provisionally  on 
Thursday,  June  19  1986,  reported 
president  Derek  Corbett  at  the  April 
Council  meeting. 

The  secretary  said  it  was  hoped  to  hold 
a  meeting  of  the  EEC  Joint  UK  Group 
Committee  in  London  before  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Pharmacy  Group  of  the 
European  Community  which  would  be 
held  in  the  Hague  from  June  15-18,  1986. 
After  the  meeting  in  London  it  was  hoped 
that  representatives  of  both  PSGB  and 
PSNI  would  have  the  opportunity  to 
discuss  the  implementation  of  the 
Directive  on  the  Free  Movement  of 
Pharmacists.  Mr  J.  Kerr  would  be 
attending  the  meeting  in  The  Hague  as  a 
member  of  the  UK  Delegation. 

An  application  for  approval  as  a  pre- 
registration  tutor  from  Mr  T.I.  O'Rourke 
was  granted  on  the  motion  of  Mr 
Mcllhagger  seconded  by  Mr  Kerr.  The 
following  applications  for  registration  as 
students  were  granted: 
Peter  James  Dolan.  "Springmont", 
Mullaghmore,  Dungannon. 
Gerald  Joseph  Murphy.  5  Skeboy  Road, 
Loughmacrory,  Omagh. 
Patricia  Margaret  Stott,  535  Upper 
Newtownards  Road,  Belfast  BT4  3LN. 

An  application  for  registration  under 
the  reciprocal  agreement  which  exists 
between  the  Northern  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain  Societies  by  Mark  Philip 
Goldstone,  16Ringneill  Road,  Comber, 
was  approved  on  the  motion  of  Mr  Napier. 

Mr  M.  Napier  reported  on  the  annual 
dinner  and  election  of  officers  of  the 
Lurgan  Portadown  and  Armagh  Branch. 
The  officers  for  the  year  1986-87  are: 
chairman,  J.  McConville  vice-chairman, 
P.  Collins;  committee  —  J.  Treanor,  M.V.A. 
Napier,  secretary:  R.  H.  Caughey. 

Mr  Galbraith  reported  on  the 
arrangements  for  the  weekend  conference 
to  be  held  at  Ballygally  Castle  Hotel.  The 
application  forms  had  now  been  sent  to  all 
members. 

The  management  course  organised  by 
Drs  Booth  and  Jones  from  Bradford 
University  will  be  held  from  Thursday 
evening  May  29  1986  —  Sunday  June  1 


1986  inclusive  in  the  Society's  House. 
Although  this  course  is  primarily  for  pre- 
registration  students,  the  contents  will  be 
of  interest  to  all  practising  pharmacists. 
Anyone  wishing  to  attend  all  or  part  of  the 
course  contact  the  office  at  73  University 
Street  for  further  details. 


Representatives  of  Norway's  state-owned 
pharmaceutical  wholesalers,  Medisinalde- 
pot,  visiting  Unichem's  head  office  as  part 
of  a  study  tour.  Personnel  director  Mr  Lars 
Haukaas  (left),  and  his  deputy  Mr  Oddvar 
Bjorknes  (right),  with  Kelvin  Hide  (centre), 
Unichem's  operations  director 


^  from  EHs)D©2 


The  House  of  Health 


elected  Multivitamins 
and  Minerals 


Sell  the  naturally 
better  Multivitamin 

There  is  no  artificial  flavouring,  colouring  or  sugar  in  Red  Kooga 
Multivitamins  -  only  fine  ingredients,  including  selected  minerals  with 
natural  Vitamin  E. 

So  we  are  telling  your  customers  to  ask  for  the  'more  natural' 
multivitamin  with  a  heavy  advertising  expenditure  in  national 
newspapers  and  magazines. 

Natural,  quality  ingredients  have 
kept  our  famous  Ginseng  Britain's  top- 
selling  brand.  With  our  commitment  tc 
quality,  our  well-established  brand 
name  and  our  year-long  national 
advertising  campaign,  Red  Kooga  Multi 
vitamins  will  be  selling  better  than  ever.  jjJSSSjJiJp 

It's  only  natural.  77  U        /  U  /U4 

For  details  contact  your  English  Grams  representative,  or  call  (0283)  221616,  oi  write  to 
Red  Kooga,  E.G.  Marketing,  Swains  Park  Industrial  Estate,  Park  Road,  Overseal, 
Burton-on-Trent,  Staffordshire.  DE12  6JT. 
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PERSONAL  OPINION 


"Goodbye  to  rotas 
and  all  that" 


Each  morning  on  opening  up,  one  of  my  first 
jobs,  after  putting  out  on  the  pavement  the 
A  board  advertising  our  more-or-less  24 
hour  photographic  service,  is  to  change  the 
rota  card  on  the  front  door. 

It  did  strike  me  though,  this  morning, 
that  we  must  now  be  the  only  pharmacy  in 
our  rota  still  announcing  this  service,  and 
that  it  is  most  unlikely  that  any  of  the  other 
four  show  our  name  on  their  doors  on 
Monday  evenings,  when  we  do  our  weekly 
6-7pm  rota  stint.  The  reason,  of  course,  is 
that  we  are  now  the  only  pharmacy  of  the 
five  that  still  closes  at  6pm  the  rest  of  the 
week. 

Young  private  pharmacist 

Over  the  last  few  years,  as  two  of  the  other 
businesses  changed  hands,  and  one  opened 
up,  hours  became  extended.  One  stays  open 
until  7pm,  and  two  of  the  others  until  8pm 
each  evening.  Our  pharmacy  finally 
became  unique  in  the  locality  in  this  respect 
a  few  weeks  ago,  when  the  local  company 
pharmacy,  the  only  other  six  o'clock  closer, 
was  sold  to  a  young  private  pharmacist,  who 
now  announces  on  his  well  illuminated 
fascia  that  he  is  open  8.30am-7.30pm, 
Monday  to  Friday.  Admittedly,  he  does 
close  at  5.30pm  on  Saturdays,  but,  in  the 
event  that  this  may  cause  hardship  to  his 
customers,  he  then  re-opens  10am  'til  1pm 
each  Sunday. 

What  he  does  in  his  spare  time,  apart 
from  planning  for  those  few  extra  opening 
hours  to  be  available  if  Sunday  trading  ever 
does  become  legalised,  may  be  obscure,  but 
his  reasoning  is  obvious,  if  not  necessarily 
valid.  If  the  two  pharmacies,  literally  facing 


Theo  Tynne  wonders  if  the 
community  pharmacist's  rota 
duties  should  be  made  a  thing 
of  the  past  now  the  late-night 
openers     are     upon  us. 

each  other  across  our  suburban  main  road, 
a  mere  200  yards  from  him,  appear  to  thrive 
by  remaining  open  until  8pm  each  evening, 
why  shouldn't  he  tap  into  this  business  and 
intercept  some  of  it  before  it  reaches  the 
opposition? 

As  I  drive  home  each  evening  past  the 
three  of  them,  brilliant  beacons  of  light  in  a 
shopping  parade  closing  down  for  the  night, 
with  customers  seemingly  thin  on  the 
ground,  I  am  left  wondering  if  the  "late 
night"  exercise  can  be  worthwhile,  in  terms 
of  profit,  to  anyone  other  than  the  electricity 
board.  What  is  obviously  good  extra 
business  for  the  single  late-opener  (or  rota- 
breaker  as  we  used  to  call  them  when  the 
habit  was  less  usual)  must  lose  some  of  its 
appeal  when  it  is  spread  much  thinner  by 
other  pharmacies  following  suit.  Also,  whilst 
never  doubting  any  retail  pharmacist's 
ability  at  any  time  to  effect  the  correct  sale  of 
a  carry  pack  of  disposable  nappies,  or  a 
bottle  of  perfume,  one  may  dare  to  question, 
when  lorry  drivers  are  limited  in  the  hours 
they  may  spend  in  their  cabs,  and  airline 
pilots  receive  stringent  medical  checks,  the 
alertness  and  concentration  whilst 
dispensing  of  a  pharmacist,  literally,  the 
eleventh  hour  of  his  working  day.  This 
possibly  might  be  a  valid  and  fruitful  field  to 
be  explored  with  the  aid  of  one  of  the 


proliferating  awards  currently  being  offered 
for  research  into  general  practice 
pharmacy.  There  is  certainly  plenty  of  time 
these  days,  thanks  to  my  colleagues,  for  me 
to  write  my  letters  of  application  for  these, 
during  my  next  Sunday  or  public  holiday 
rota. 

Total  pointlessness 

Still,  the  payments  of  rota  fees,  £5.75  for  the 
weekday  hours,  and  £13.50  for  Sunday  or 
holiday,  must  compensate  somewhat  for  the 
otherwise  total  pointlessness  of  one's 
presence,  and  journeying  there  and  back, 
for  those  almost  patient-less  periods  of 
statutory  opening. 

My  suggestions  to  the  Family 
Practitioner  Committee  that  these  fees  could 
be  saved,  along  with  stationary,  postage  and 
administrative  costs,  by  abolishing  the  rota 
without  inconveniencing  the  public 
whatsoever,  appear  to  fall  on  deaf  ears.  But 
then  why  should  the  lady  they  employ  to 
work  out  and  administer  these  elaborate  rota 
arrangements,  after  years  of  sterling  service, 
have  her  job  and  pension  threatened,  simply 
because  rotas  are  becoming  a  thing  of  the 
past?  She,  like  me,  is  old  enough  to 
remember  the  cameraderie  of  days  gone  by 
—  the  telephoned  horse-trading  to  swop 
one's  next  Wednesday's  rota  for  so-and-so's 
Tuesday,  or  to  do  his  Good  Friday's  stint,  if 
he  would  only  do  your  New  Year's  Day,  and 
then  "OKaying"  the  change  with  her,  and 
informing  the  others,  and  the  local  Press, 
and  the  police  station.  Like  Timothy  Whites, 
blue  unction,  chemists  apprentices  and 
Allenburys'  pastilles,  another  slice  of 
pharmacy  history  disappears  for  ever. 


What  a  relief! 

Powerful  Pain  Relief  of  Migraine,  Headache, 
Muscular  Pain,  Dental  Pain,  Period  Pain, 
Feverishness,  Colds  and  'Flu 

Full  information  on  request  Luitpold  Werk,  Medical  &  Scientific  OHice  in  U.K., 
Hayes  Gate  House.  27  Uxbridge  Road.  Hayes,  Middlesex  UB4  0JN  Telephone  01-561  8774 
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SULEO 
&  DERBAC 

Comprehensive 
lice  treatments 
to  put  their 
minds  at  rest ... 

Headlice  are  much  more  than 
a  worry  to  affected  families.  They 
are  a  source  of  embarrassment. 
People  come  to  you  for  reassurance, 
advice  and  above  all,  a  treatment  that 
vvorks  as  quickly  as  possible.  Here  are 
insecticides  to  meet  your  every  need. 


jg  SULEO-C 


carbaryl  \<  ^sP-H* 


Rapid  2  hour  Sf 

treatment 

Efadicates  head  lice 

Recommend  Suleo  for  rapid  action 
-100%  Kill  in  just  2  hours 

With  Suleo  the  whole  family  can  be  treated  in  an  evening. 

■  100%  effective  Suleo  eradicates  lice  and  eggs 

■  Combats  Resistance  Malathion  or  stabilised  Carbaryl 
for  insecticidal  rotation 

■  Medicated  Perfume  The  whole  range  are  acceptable 
treatments 

■  Shampoo  Version  Available  When  an  alternative  to 
lotions  is  required 


And  Derbac,  the  pleasantly  perfumed, 
water  based  alternative 


New  to  the  I  nternational  Laboratories  range, 
Derbac  offers  pleasantly  perfumed  treatments 
wherever  compliance  may  be  a  problem 

■  Non-inflammable  aqueous  solutions 

■  Suitable  for  asthmatics 

■  Not  contra-indicated  for  eczema  or  impetigo 

■  Ideal  treatment  for  crab  lice 


SULEO  &  DERBAC  Effective  treatment  for  head,  body  and  crab  lice 


More  guaranteed  products  from  International  Laboratories 

International  Laboratories  Ltd,  Wilsom  Road,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  2TJ 


AND  RUNNING! 

No,  we're  not  being  rude. 
On  the  contrary,  we're 
inviting  you  to  make  the  most 
of  a  great  sales  opportunity, 
now  that  our  T  V  and  pres| 
advertising  campaign 
featuring  'piggies'  is 
off  and  running. 
It's  already  creating  an 
impact  amongst 
customers  everywhere, 
and  to  help  you  cash 
in  we're  offering  a 
Carnation  'HIGH 
PROFIT  PARCEL' 
containing  1 5  wallets  of 
corn  caps,  6  wallets  of 
callous  caps,  12  sheets 
each  of  corn  rings  and 
chiropody  felt  and  3  sheets  of 
bunion  rings. 

With  a  promotional  price  of  £15 
giving  you  a  39%  profit  of  £9.58 
(excluding  VAT)  it's  a  real  moneymaker. 
But  hurry,  this  offer  ends  soon 

And  don't  forget  our  Mystery  Shopper  could 
be  visiting  your  shop,  so  make  sure  0* 
your  Carnation  products  are  on 
display  and  win  one  of  150 
attractive  Carnation  wrist 
watches. 


great  competition  too. 
The  first  prize  is  a  holiday  in  beautiful  Guernsey  i 
there  are  100  runners  up  prizes  of  attractive  Carnation  watchesT 
The  competition  closes  31st  July  1986  so  send  your  entry  soon. 

Stock  up  now  and  really  bring  the  bacon  home  with  Carnation. 

CARNATION 

Complete  care  for  your  feet 

Cuxson  Gerrard  &  Co  (Dressings)  Limited.  Oldbury,  Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB 


POINTS  OF  LMf\ 


New  proposals  for 
women's  employers 


New  proposals  have  emerged  from  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  which  will  mean  more  responsibilities  for  people 
employing  women. 

Under  the  proposals,  from  April  1987,  employers  will  take 
over  the  payment  of  Maternity  Allowance  to  women  who  give  up 
work  to  have  a  baby,  even  though  she  might  eventually  return  to 
her  job.  The  Maternity  Allowance  ■ —  which  is  different  from 
maternity  pay  —  is  a  sum  payable  for  18  weeks  to  a  woman  having 
a  baby  who  has  fulfilled  the  national  insurance  contribution 
conditions  and  ends  six  weeks  after  the  woman  has  her  child. 
Until  now  this  allowance  has  been  paid  directly  by  the  DHSS. 

Under  the  new  proposals,  the  employer  will  have  to  pay  this  in 
the  same  way  as  he  pays  statutory  sick  pay,  and  will  be 
reimbursed  the  same  way,  too.  So  the  amounts  paid  out  can  be 
deducted  from  the  employers'  national  insurance  contributions 
sent  in  monthly.  If  these  amounts  are  not  enough  deductions  must 
come  from  the  PAYE  money  that  has  to  be  sent  to  the 
Government. 

The  new  arrangements  should  apply  to  women  who  have 
worked  for  the  employer  for  26  weeks  or  more  and  whose 
earnings  are  above  the  lower  national  insurance  limits. 

For  those  women  not  eligible,  the  DHSS  will  still  be 
responsible  for  paying  out  the  allowance,  and  the  employer  will 
be  able  to  give  the  employee  a  certificate  of  non-eligibility  so  that 
she  can  claim  directly  from  the  Department. 


Cutting  out  duplication 

This  year  sees  new  arrangements  for  visits  by  government 
inspectors. 

The  aim  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  separate  visits  by  officers 
of  both  the  Inland  Revenue  and  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security. 

In  the  past,  both  departments  independently  selected  the 
employers  to  be  visited,  and  this  led  to  both  visits  following  in 
close  succession. 

Under  the  new  arrangements,  inspectors,  when  checking 
employers'  national  insurance  records,  will  also  look  at  how  the 
employer  is  operating  the  PAYE  scheme.  They  will  only  report  to 
Inland  Revenue  where  there  seem  to  be  irregularities.  This 
should  reduce  duplicated  visits  —  and  headaches  —  for  large 
and  small  businesses. 
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I^Agfachrome 
^  CT100 

24+3 

Non  Process-Paid  ^ 


Top  value  for  slide  users  —  three  extra  shots  on  every  24  Exp.  cassette.  A  fully  E6/AP44 
compatible  film  for  local  or  home  processing. 

What's  in  it  for  the 
Dealer? 

■  Agfachrome  CT100  24  +  3  -  A  top  value 
consumer  offer  -  Extra  sales  for  you! 

■  New  packaging  =  high  visibility  on  the  shelves 

■  135/24  +  3  and  135/36  Exp.  versions  available 
non  process  paid 

■  Range  of  CT  films  non  process- paid 
or  process-paid 


NEW! 

Th«  Succosaor  lo  Ih©  Ugendeirv  CT  18 

Agfachrome 
CT100  ) 


■  wen  tenumt  ecMwft 

■  Ailoumjinfl  Bhaipnw 
"id  hue  pmnuhaHiv 

MQQfSIENN 


Special  Agfa  CT100  Counter 
Display 

A  really  compact  but  eye 
catching  little  merchandiser 
which  holds  20  films  and 
measures  just  20  x  8  x  10cm. 


I  Arjft  IQQ/81  BIN 


Agfachrome  CT100  and  CT200 

Top  selling  process  paid  films  each 
available  in  135/36  Exp.  Following  in 
the  footsteps  of  Agfa's  World- 
famous  CT18,  today's  Agfachrome 
offers  many  benefits. 

■  Vibrant  Natural  colour  in  the  Agfa 
tradition 

■  Fine  grain  and  pin-sharp 
definition 

■  Well  defined  but  fully  saturated 
colours 

■  Neutral  colour  balance 

■  Price  includes  processing  and 
mounting  in  numbered  and 
dated,  slimline  plastic  mounts. 


CT  Counter  Dispenser 

Contains    20  x  135/24  +  3 

Agfachrome  CT100 


-»-'■»,  „ 


There  is  also  a  wide  range 
of  new  Point  of  Sale  Material. 
Ask  for  details. 


3  f 

F 


AGFA 


AGFA  ^ 

Agfa-Gevaert  Limited, 
Retail  Products  Division, 
27  Great  West  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex. 
Tel:  01-560  2131 


ORDER  NOW  from  your  Agfa  Account  Executive  or  appointed  stockist. 


POINTS  OF  LAW 


Calling  the 
register 


It  was  originally  believed  by  many  that 
only  large  concerns  needed  to  register 
under  the  Data  Protection  Act.  But  a 
business  using  any  kind  of  computer  —  a 
small  business  machine,  a  word  processor 
or  even  a  home  computer  —  to  keep  any 
personal  data  is  covered  by  the  Act,  and 
must  register  with  the  data  protection 
registrar. 

The  term  "personal  data"  includes  age, 
marital  status,  punctuality  records  and  any 
opinion  of  an  individual.  However,  if  the 
sole  use  of  the  computer  is  to  keep  a 
payroll  or  accounting  system,  this  is 
exempt  from  registration.  The  Act  only 
applies  to  data  kept  on  machines  and  not 
information  kept  manually.  There  is  also  an 
exemption  for  the  preparation  of  letters  or 
reports,  even  though  these  may  contain 
personal  information. 

From  November,  1987,  individuals  will 
have  the  right  of  access  to  information  kept 
about  them  on  a  machine.  If  the  data  is 


kept  by  a  business  employer,  he  will  have 
to  supply  the  information  if  a  request  is 
made  in  writing  and  a  fee  paid. 
Information  stored  can  only  be  given  to 
others  in  very  limited  circumstances  —  for 
example,  for  actuarial  purposes  to  do  with 
the  setting  up  of  a  pension  scheme. 

Accounts  data  can  be  given  about 
someone's  financial  affairs  with  his  or  her 
consent.  And  information  can  be  given  for 
occupational  health  with  the  person's 
approval. 

Data  must  be  obtained  lawfully;  then  it 
must  be  accurate  and  kept  up  to  date.  It 
must  not  be  kept  longer  than  is  necessary 
and  it  must  be  adequate,  relevant  and  not 
excessive. 

Individuals  will  have  the  right  to  have 
any  data  about  them  corrected  or  erased. 

Failure  to  register  could  lead  to  a 
prosecution,  and  individuals  can  seek 
compensation  through  the  courts  for  any 
damage  due  to  personal  data  being 
wrongly  transmitted  to  third  parties. 

If  you  are  not  sure  whether  you  should 
register  under  the  Act,  you  can  write  to  the 
data  protection  registrar  at  Springfield 
House,  Water  Lane,  Wilmslow,  Cheshire. 


Buying  liabilities 

If  you  are  thinking  of  buying  business,  you 
may  fall  into  the  trap  or  believing  that  all 
you  acquire  will  be  assets. 

In  fact,  as  a  result  of  employment  laws, 
you  may  well  be  buying  in  to  liabilities,  if 
the  business  already  has  staff. 

Almost  certainly,  the  staff  will  be  able 
to  count  all  their  service  with  their  old 
employer  as  service  with  you.  And  this 
could  involve  you  in  considerable 
expense.  For  example,  if  you  were  obliged 
to  declare  even  one  member  of  staff 
redundant,  this  could  involve  an  outlay  of 
thousands  of  pounds  if  the  employee  had 
long  service  with  the  previous  owner. 

You  will  also  be  bound  to  meet  the 
employees'  existing  terms  of  employment, 
including  holiday  pay,  arrears  of  wages 
and  salaries,  and  any  pension  scheme 
payments  for  their  benefit.  The  main 
reason  for  this  is  that  if  a  business  is 
transferred  to  a  new  owner,  this  does  not 
terminate  the  contracts  of  employees. 

You  can  take  these  costs  into  account  in 
fixing  a  proper  purchase  price. 


Learning 
to  live  wilh 
Ha  vf  ever 


5  REASONS  FOR  RECOMMENDING  HAYMINE 


jiHaymine  contains  chlorpheniramine- 
which  has  a  proven  record  as  a  potent 
antihistamine  to  help  relieve  hayfever 
suffering. 

S)Haymine  contains  ephedrine-which 
combats  the  drowsiness  associated  with 
chlorpheniramine. 

^Ephedrine  is  a  rapid  acting  decongestant 
-which  helps  relieve  the  nasal  symptons 
of  hayfever. 


^Haymine's  unique  formula  is  contained  in 
a  sustained  release  base-which  offers 
up  to  12  hours  relief  from  1  tablet. 

^Haymine  will  have  a  national  press 
campaign  running  when  the  pollen  count 
rises-which  means  your  customers  will 
be  asking  for  Haymine. 


Relief  from  Hayfever 


RELIEF  FROM  HAYFEVER     m  ha 

with  no  drowsiness  for  most  people    MM K 
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Will  you  be 
eady  when  your 
customers  tear 

round? 

If  you're  not  already  impressed  by  the  popularity  of  Libra  towels  (which  really  is  most 
ilikely)  then  there's  no  doubt  you  soon  will  be. 

Our  new  Gold  Seal  promotion  will  do  the  trick  by  making  Libra  even  more  attractive  to 
)ur  customers. 

We  can't  improve  the  quality -they're  already  made  from  the  softest,  most  absorbent 
laterials. 

And  there's  already  a  wide  range  to  suit  all  requirements-  § 
^gular,  Super,  Slims  and  Panty  Liners. 

So  we're  offering  your  customers  10p  off  all  Gold  Seal 
acks  of  Regular  and  Super,  and  backing  the  promotion  with 
national  press  advertising  campaign. 

It  means  more  and  more  people  paying  you  visits. 

3  it'll  pay  you  to  be  well- stocked.  ^Lma  ^40 

Suiti  5  panty  liners 

Marketed  and  distributed  by  Bowater'Scott  Corp  Ltd  ,Bowater*Scott  House,  |  ffi&«asK9-ras«a 

Gnnstead  Tel  0342  27191  -  * 


mycota.it  will  walk  off  the  shelf. 


#  Mycota  is  the  fastest  growing  brand  for  the  treatment  of  athletes  foot. 

#  This  prominent  new  display  unit  ensures  maximum  visibility  for  Mycota  at 
the  point  of  purchase  -  makes  selling  easy. 

#  Hard  hitting  national  press  advertising  starts  May  1  to  run 

throughout  the  summer. 

DON'T  BE  CAUGHT  WRONG-FOOTED.  STOCK  AND  DISPLAY  MYCOTA  NOW 


Pills,  pounds  and  PIP 

When  C&D  visited  the  London  Bridge  Hospital  to  see  how  the 
PIP  code  was  contributing  to  the  system  of  charges  for  the 
paying  customers,  we  found  a  computer  system  that  does  a  lot 
more  than  prescription  pricing. 


If  you  are  a  patient  at  Britain's  newest 
private  hospital,  your  hospital  bill  knows 
you  have  taken  a  tablet  before  you  do. 
And  it's  all  part  of  a  system  that  runs  on  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association's  and 
Chemist  &  Druggist's  PIP  code. 

At  the  London  Bridge  Hospital,  on  the 
South  Bank,  the  general  administration  of 
patients,  both  in-patient  and  outpatient, 
personnel  and  payroll,  management, 
finance,  statistics,  costings,  and  the  stock 
control  and  dispensing  system  of  the 
pharmacy  are  all  interlinked  by  a  Medax 
computer  system  designed  by  Medical 
Computer  Services  Ltd.  The  system  runs 
on  a  Motorola  miniframe  and  terminals, 
but  can  be  adapted  for  any  Unix  system. 
When  complete  it  will  also  provide 
facilities  for  recording  patient  medication 
histories  and  laboratory  results,  and,  in 
addition  to  holding  all  the  administrative 
information  for  the  hospital,  provide  a 
readily-accessible  source  of  information 
for  pharmacists  at  the  point  of  dispensing. 

The  pharmacy  network  of  the  Medax 
system  was  written  by  Colin  Peters, 
managing  director  of  MCS,  to  a 
specification  by  Carolyn  Drummond-Hay, 
arrived  at  after  full  consultation  with 
pharmacists  who  would  be  operating  it. 
Indeed,  the  program  that  operates  at 
London  Bridge  has  evolved  over  a  period 
of  time  from  systems  that  have  been  put 
into  other  hospitals  in  the  same  group;  the 
Lister  and  the  Devonshire,  both  in 
London,  and  Lister  chief  pharmacist  David 


Houghton  takes  a  lot  of  the  credit  for  the 
operation  of  the  current  system. 

The  dispensing  process  is  a  simple 
one,  and  is  similar  for  both  inpatients  and 
outpatients.  When  the  request  for  a  new 
drug  or  a  repeat  prescription  is  received, 
the  patient  is  called  up  by  keying  in  the 
name.  The  computer  displays  all  patients 
with  that  name  that  have  been  in  the 
hospital,  highlighting  those  resident. 

The  pharmacist  keys  the  right  patient, 
and  is  then  provided  with  a  screen 
containing  basic  personal  details,  allowing 
a  further  identification  check,  a  diagnosis 
on  admission  (as  clerked),  and  how  the 
patient's  stay  is  being  paid  for.  Information 
to  be  included  is  a  medication  history, 
which  should  be  available  when  terminals 
are  fully  installed  in  the  wards,  any 
allergies,  and  current  medication. 

The  required  drug  is  then  called  up. 
The  computer  system  stores  over  6,000 
drugs  and  2,000  generics  on  a  "C&D 
master  file".  This  file,  which  is  drawn  from 
the  ethicals  in  the  Chemist  &  Druggist 
Price  List,  forms  the  basis  of  the  stock 
control  and  charging  system,  and  can  be 
called  up  through  the  proprietary  name, 
approved  name,  or  the  PIP  code  itself,  if 
that  is  known,  and  David  Houghton  admits 
to  knowing  one  or  two  of  them  by  heart. 
The  screen  will  display  all  the  drugs  in  the 
C&D  List  starting  with  the  letters  used  for 
call  up,  with  those  that  are  stocked,  or 
have  ever  been  stocked,  highlighted,  with 
current  dispensary  unit  stock  levels.  The 


London  Bridge  pharmacist  Clare  Corolan  and  the  Lister's  David  Houghton:  The  Medax 
system  makes  time  for  clinical  role 


Terminal  screen  illustrating  the  "pharmacy 
master  files" 


amount  to  be  dispensed  is  then  keyed  in 
and  a  price  for  medication  appears  on 
screen  and,  if  all  is  satisfactory,  is  added  to 
the  patient's  bill  at  that  point.  Stock  is 
automatically  adjusted,  and  wholesaler 
orders  generated. 

How  the  hospital  arrives  at  the  cost  of 
drugs  charged  to  the  patient  is  a  closely 
guarded  secret,  but  there  are  around  20 
mark-up  scales,  depending  on  how  the 
patient  is  paying  and  ability  to  pay.  C&D 
supplies  a  monthly  update  to  MCS  of  trade 
price  changes,  which  can  be  quickly 
assimilated  into  the  system. 

Warning  labels,  based  on  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  list,  appear 
automatically  on  calling  up  the  drug  and 
can  be  added  to  the  label  at  the 
pharmacist's  discretion.  The  system  also 
includes  a  drug  interaction  warning  based 
on  Ivan  Stockley's  "Drug  Interaction 
Alert".  If  any  of  50  or  so  "significant"  drugs 
is  called  up,  a  list  of  other  drugs  that  may 
interact  with  it  appears  on  screen  and  the 
pharmacist  is  unable  to  continue  the 
dispensing  process  without  looking 
through  the  patient's  medication  history  to 
check  on  possible  interactions. 

The  individual  patient's  screen  is 
completed  by  a  free  text  area,  where 
pharmacists,  doctors,  nurses,  clerks,  are 
able  to  record  info'Tnation  that  may  be  of  use 
in  the  future  management  of  the  patient.  The 
dispensing  process  is  fast  and  efficient  and 
leaves  pharmacist  Clare  Carolan  plenty  of 
time  to  get  as  "involved  as  I  want"  in  the 
clinical  side  of  hospital  pharmacy. 

The  Medax  system  can  also  be  used  to 
provide  a  number  of  reports  on  drug  usage, 
and  to  recall  drugs  if  necessary.  The  system 
will  identify  all  patients  to  have  received  a 
particular  drug,  will  give  drug  usage  by 
department,  and  should  also  be  able  to  give 
a  picture  of  the  stock  levels  of  various  drugs 
used  on  the  wards.  "Generally  speaking  the 
system  achieves  everything  we  want  it  to 
achieve,  and  can  be  tailored  to  individual 
requirements,  "  says  David  Houghton. 

For  the  London  Bridge  Hospital,  the 
efficient  use  of  resources  seems  a  number 
one  priority.  And  when  the  computer  system 
is  fully  operational,  even  the  giving  of  the 
humblest  paracetamol  tablet  from  a  stock 
bottle  will  be  charged  to  the  patient. 
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TOPICS  IN  TREATMENT 


Adverse  effects 
and  generic 
propranolol 


mm 


Researchers  from  ICI  have  recently 
reported  that  the  incidence  of  adverse 
effects  with  generic  propranolol  is  greater 
than  with  Inderal  among  a  group  of  elderly 
patients.  In  1,182  patients  taking  Inderal,  the 
overall  incidence  of  adverse  effects  was  25 
per  cent;  in  586  patients  taking  generic 
propranolol,  the  incidence  was  nearly  35  per 
cent  and  this  difference  was  statistically 
significant.  After  subsequent  treatment  with 
slow-release  Inderal,  the  difference  between 
the  groups  was  greatly  reduced  (17.6  per 
cent  versus  20.5  per  cent)  and  not 
significant. 

The  reported  methodology  of  this  trial 
has  some  drawbacks.  There  seemed  to  be  a 
lack  of  "blindness"  on  the  part  of  the 
interviewer,  who  may  therefore  have 
unconsciously  influenced  the  patients.  The 
issue  of  blindness  on  the  part  of  the  patients 
would  be  significant  if  they  knew  they  were 
subsequently  to  receive  a  particular 
product,  and  this  issue  is  not  clarified. 
Further,  it  is  reported  that  some  patients  had 
more  than  one  adverse  effect  but  it  is  not 
clear  which  group  they  were  in  and  how 
their  symptoms  changed  during  the  trial. 
There  was  also  no  information  on  the  severity 
—  ie  importance  —  of  the  effects  reported. 

Nonetheless,  the  difference  between  the 
groups  was  substantial,  and  it  is  unlikely  that 
these  methodological  points  could  give  rise 
to  all  of  it.  A  few  symptoms  accounted  for  the 
bulk  of  the  adverse  effects  that  were  more 
common  with  generic  propranolol, 
including  tiredness,  cold  extremities, 
dizziness,  depression,  wheezing  and 
nausea.  These  adverse  effects  are  more 
common  with  higher  doses  of  propranolol, 
since  they  are  probably  caused  by  an 
unusual  sensitivity  to  its  pharmacological 
actions.  This  suggests  that  generic 
propranolol  may  have  given  rise  to  greater 
absorption  of  active  drug  or  higher  peak 
blood  levels,  but  the  detailed  investigations 
required  to  explore  this  hypothesis  were  not 
done. 

This  study  provides  evidence  that  a 
clinically  important  difference  between  a 
generic  and  a  brand  might  exist.  Although  a 
generic  must  meet  BP  specifications,  there  is 
clearly  some  "elbow  room"  between  this 
criterion  and  the  performance  in  vivo.  The 
BP  test  for  tablet  disintegration  —  which  is 


the  only  required  test  of  performance  of 
propranolol  tablets  —  ensures  some 
uniformity  between  products  but  it  does  not 
measure  the  extent  or  the  rate  at  which  the 
tablet  particles  dissolve,  or  at  which  the  drug 
is  absorbed. 

More  appropriate  tests  are  therefore 
needed  for  drugs  for  which  it  has  been 
shown  convincingly  that  these  factors  are 
important  clinically. 

The  authors  of  this  report  state  that  their 
conclusions  do  not  warrant  rigorous 


investigation  unless  other  studies  confirm 
their  findings.  This  is  surprising  in  view  of 
the  amount  of  revenue  lost  to  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  through  generic 
drugs,  and  the  high  cost  of  branded 
products  to  the  NHS.  If,  as  these  results 
suggest,  money  is  being  saved  on  drug 
purchasing  only  to  be  spent  on  treating 
adverse  effects,  a  well  designed  study  is 
exactly  what  is  required  to  enable  rational 
purchasing  decisions  to  be  made,  and  to 
maximise  drug  safety. 


Streptokinase  and  myocardial  infarction 


Heart  attacks  account  for  most  of  the  160,000 
annual  deaths  in  the  UK  from  coronary 
artery  disease.  In  approximately  50  per  cent 
of  fatal  cases,  death  occurs  within  one  to  two 
hours  of  the  onset  of  symptoms  and  it 
appears  that  these  people  have  extensive 
atherosclerosis  of  the  coronary  arteries.  The 
remainder  survive  long  enough  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital,  and  many  of  these 
patients  have  coronary  artery  occlusion 
caused  by  a  clot.  If  this  is  untreated,  many 
will  die  within  a  few  days  from  heart  failure. 

Aggressive  and  early  treatment  is 
therefore  necessary  to  reopen  the  blocked 
artery  and  restore  the  blood  supply.  For 
some  years,  studies  with  streptokinase  have 
indicated  that  it  may  reduce  the  mortality 
from  heart  attack,  and  several  large  trials 
have  recently  confirmed  this. 

Streptokinase  is  a  protein  which  activates 
the  body's  own  proteolytic  enzymes  that 
dissolve  clots.  It  is  injected  intravenously  or 
directly  into  a  coronary  artery,  but 
intracoronary  administration  requires 
expertise  and  specialist  facilities,  the 
availability  of  which  is  limited.  It  is  clearly 
important  that  an  alternative  method  of 
administration  is  possible,  and  new  evidence 
indicates  that  intravenous  streptokinase  is 
equally  effective. 

In  Italy,  nearly  12,000  patients  with 
myocardial  infarction  were  recruited  to  a 
trial  of  intravenous  streptokinase.  Each  case 
was  admitted  within  12  hours  of  the  onset  of 
symptoms  and  received  either  conventional 
treatment  (eg  anticoagulants)  alone  or,  in 
addition,  streptokinase.  The  results  showed 
clearly  that  the  use  of  streptokinase  resulted 
in  an  overall  reduction  of  20  per  cent  in 


deaths  during  the  following  21  days. 
However,  no  significant  benefit  was 
observed  in  patients  with  a  history  of 
myocardial  infarction  and  the  incidence  of 
reinfarction  in  patients  treated  with 
streptokinase  was  higher  than  in  controls. 

Similarly,  an  earlier  trial  in  the  USA 
found  that  intracoronary  streptokinase 
reduced  the  mortality  from  heart  attack  over 
30  days.  A  follow-up  report  showed  that  after 
one  year  this  improvement  was  maintained 
only  in  patients  in  whom  coronary  blood  flow 
had  been  fully  restored. 

A  third  trial,  also  in  the  USA,  provided 
data  that  may  explain  these  findings.  This 
study  compared  the  effects  of  intracoronary 
streptokinase  with  coronary  angioplasty,  in 
which  the  clotted  artery  is  dilated  with  a 
balloon  catheter.  No  differences  between 
treatments  were  found  in  terms  of  re- 
opening the  vessel,  but  in  patients  given 
angioplasty  the  affected  arteries  were  less 
narrow,  damage  to  the  myocardium  was 
lower,  and  subsequent  heart  function  was 
superior. 

It  seems  therefore,  that  although 
streptokinase  is  effective  in  reopening 
arteries  obstructed  by  clots,  in  many  cases 
the  heart  still  suffers  a  relative  reduction  in 
blood  supply  to  the  affected  area.  In  a  heart 
already  damaged  streptokinase  may  not 
reduce  the  overall  death  rate  in  spite  of 
initially  encouraging  effects.  In  other  cases, 
heart  function  remains  impaired  and 
superior  results  can  only  be  obtained 
through  specialist  techniques  such  as 
angioplasty.  When  time  is  critically  short, 
intravenous  streptokinase  may  be  the  best  we 
can  do. 
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TOPICS  IN  TREATMENT: 


Withdrawal  syndromes 
and  psychotropic  drugs 


Approximately  one  in  eight  prescriptions 
dispensed  —  45  million  per  year  —  are 
for  anxiolytics,  hypnotics,  or 
antidepressants.  While  few  would  argue  that 
these  drugs  offer  an  appropriate  treatment  in 
many  cases,  there  is  a  growing  trend 
towards  alternative  methods  of  treating  the 
so-called  "neurotic"  illnesses  which  place 
more  emphasis  on  behaviour  management 
than  on  pharmacological  intervention. 
Many  people  are  therefore  choosing  to  stop 
treatment  with  psychotropic  drugs,  and  this 
may  have  contributed  to  the  recent 
recognition  of  the  existence  of  withdrawal 
syndromes  following  the  use  of  drugs  which 
have  been  widely  prescribed  for  20  to  30 
years. 

The  benzodiazepines  were  introduced  in 
the  early  '60s  as  a  replacement  for  the 
barbiturates,  and  the  relative  safety  of  the 
benzodiazepines  in  overdose,  and  their 
apparent  lack  of  serious  adverse  effects,  led 
to  their  widespread  use.  By  the  late  '70s,  it 
was  estimated  that  one  in  ten  men  and  one  in 
six  women  would  be  prescribed  a 
benzodiazepine  each  year.  During  the  '80s, 
it  has  become  apparent  that  a  withdrawal 
syndrome  follows  the  discontinuation  of 
benzodiazepines  in  about  15  to  50  per  cent 
of  people  who  have  taken  them  for  more 
than  one  or  two  months. 

Acceptance  of  the  existence  of  the 


benzodiazepine  withdrawal  syndrome  has 
been  slow.  Many  of  the  symptoms  resemble 
those  of  anxiety  or  insomnia  for  which  the 
drug  was  originally  prescribed,  and  their 
recurrence  may  be  perceived  as  justification 
for  recommencing  treatment.  However, 
some  symptoms  are  frightening  and  bizarre 
—  including  perceptual  disturbances  and 
depersonalisation  —  and  are  clearly 
unrelated  to  anxiety.  In  some  people,  these 
symptoms  persist  for  several  months  and  are 
debilitating.  Anecdotal  evidence  indicates 
that  lorazepam  withdrawal  in  particular  is 
associated  with  profound  depression  (which 
may  require  treatment  with  antidepressants) 
and  a  continued  craving  for  the  drug. 

The  management  of  benzodiazepine 
withdrawal  involves  a  gradual  reduction  in 
dose,  with  substitution  of  the  long-acting 
diazepam,  when  appropriate,  to  provide  a 
slow  reduction  in  blood  levels.  Many  people 
also  benefit  from  the  support  of  others  in 
similar  straits  and  self-help  groups  have 
been  formed  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
Although  drugs  may  occasionally  prove 
helpful  during  withdrawal,  it  is  not  yet  clear 
whether  their  use  results  in  substituting  one 
pharmacological  "crutch"  with  another. 

More  recently,  withdrawal  syndromes 
have  been  described  following 
discontinuation  of  antidepressants.  Again, 
the  signs  may  be  confused  with  the 


Promoting  wound  healing 


There  are  two  fundamental  treatments  for 
wounds.  If  they  are  cuts,  the  edges  are 
joined  together  and  it  is  hoped  they  stick.  If 
they  are  ulcers,  they  are  kept  free  from 
infection  and  it  is  hoped  they  heal. 

There  are  many  ways  of  achieving  these 
ends,  and  the  range  of  products  which 
clean,  moisten,  dry,  or  granulate  wounds  is 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  none  is  clearly 
superior  to  the  others.  However,  skin 
ulceration  in  the  elderly  and  chronically  ill, 
and  postoperative  wounds  which  fail  to  heal, 
are  debilitating  and  demanding  on  nursing 
time.  A  new  wound  healing  agent  is 
therefore  welcome,  and 

tetrachlorodecaoxygen  anion  complex 
(TCDO)  approaches  the  problem  in  a 
different  way. 

TCDO  is  a  complex  with  chlorite  ions 
that  releases  oxygen  into  its  environment  on 
contact  with  biological  molecules 
containing  haem  protein.  Oxygen  stimulates 
the  activity  of  phagocytes,  the  cells  which 
are  principally  involved  in  wound  repair, 
and  renders  the  wound  unfavourable  to 
bacteria  which  retard  healing  and  which 


proliferate  well  in  low  oxygen 
concentrations.  TCDO  is  applied  in  an 
aqueous  solution,  either  directly  to  the 
wound  or  on  an  impregnated  gauze 
dressing . 

In  a  double  blind  trial,  TCDO  was 
compared  with  saline  in  the  management  of 
ulcers  and  troublesome  postoperative 
wounds.  Wound  granulation,  re- 
epithelialisation,  and  cleanliness  were 
significantly  better  with  TCDO,  and  the 
wounds  also  healed  more  quickly.  Venous 
ulcers,  which  are  often  refractory  to 
conventional  treatment,  responded 
particularly  well.  The  authors  concluded 
that,  overall,  TCDO  was  two-and-a-half 
times  more  effective  than  saline.  Adverse 
effects  were  more  common  among  patients 
given  TCDO,  but  this  was  due  largely  to 
inflammation  of  the  wound  borders. 

TCDO  is  manufactured  in  Germany  and 
has  not  yet  been  marketed  in  the  UK.  If  its 
early  promise  is  fulfilled,  it  will  be  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  alternative  wound  treatments 
now  available,  but  further  studies  are 
required  to  establish  its  relative  merits. 
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recurrence  of  symptoms.  Cramps,  vomiting, 
and  diarrhoea  are  associated  with  anxiety, 
panic  and  weakness.  In  the  young  and 
elderly,  this  may  be  so  severe  as  to  cause 
dehydration  and  electrolyte  depletion.  After 
difficulty  in  sleeping,  vivid  dreams  have 
been  reported.  More  rarely,  central  nervous 
system  effects  include  an  inability  to  keep 
still,  delirium  and  psychotic  symptoms. 

Clinical  studies  indicate  that  these 
symptoms  develop  within  one  to  two  weeks 
of  stopping  tricyclic  antidepressants  (eg 
imipramine,  amitriptyline),  particularly  if 
the  dose  was  high,  if  treatment  was 
prolonged,  or  if  the  drug  was  stopped 
abruptly.  The  newer  antidepressants,  such 
as  mianserin  and  maprotiline,  have  not  so 
far  been  associated  with  these  symptoms,  but 
by  contrast  the  monoamine  oxidase 
inhibitors  may  cause  the  withdrawal 
syndrome  in  up  to  25  per  cent  of  patients. 
Tranylcypromine,  which  is  unusual  in 
possessing  some  amphetamine-like 
properties,  may  cause  a  more  classical 
addiction,  with  tolerance  to  the  therapeutic 
effect  and  a  desire  to  increase  the  dose. 

The  mechanisms  by  which 
benzodiazepines  and  antidepressants  cause 
withdrawal  syndromes  are  obscure.  For 
diazepam  and  related  drugs,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  receptors  in  the  brain  have 
become  extremely  sensitive  following 
prolonged  blockade  in  the  drug.  When  this 
is  withdrawn,  the  response  to  stimulation  by 
neurotransmitters  is  exaggerated,  causing 
bizarre  symptoms.  The  antidepressants 
interfere  with  both  cholinergic  and 
adrenergic  systems,  and  a  rebound 
overactivity  may  follow  withdrawal. 

A  lay  person,  when  told  that  people 
develop  odd  withdrawal  symptoms  after 
taking  a  drug  for  many  years,  might  say  that 
it  was  only  common  sense  that  some  sort  of 
rebound  effect  would  occur.  The  professions 
have  been  slow  to  accept  —  and  some  still 
deny  —  that  seemingly  innocuous  drugs  like 
the  benzodiazepines  could  cause  a 
withdrawal  syndrome.  It  is  hoped  that 
common  sense  will  prevail  more  quickly  in 
the  future. 


'Topics  in  Treatment"  is  a  series  of  "cut  out 
and  keep"  articles  on  developments  in 
prescription  drugs  by  Stephen  Chaplin, 
staff  pharmacist,  Regional  Drug 
Information  Unit,  Wolf  son  Institute  of 
Clinical  Pharmacology,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 


A  list  of  references  used  in  the  compilation  of  this  article  is 
available  from  the  Editor. 
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%No  assessment  of 
pharmacists'  competency' 


A  Nuffield  recommendation  that 
assessment  of  a  pharmacists" 
competence  should  be  a  condition 
of  continuing  registration  has  been 
rejected  strongly  by  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  s  Board 
of  Management. 

The  Board  also  reaffirmed  its  view  that 
the  sale  and  supply  of  medicines  should  be 
restricted  to  pharmacies.  And  it  did  not 
accept  the  Nuffield  contention  that  such  a 
restriction  is  inconvenient  to  consumers, 
and  not  in  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
pharmacists,  at  its  April  22  meeting. 

A  discussion  document  prepared  by 
director  Tim  Astill  had  highlighted  these 
few  points  in  Nuffield  which  were  at 
variance  with  stated  NPA  policy.  On  the 
whole  the  document  showed  how  closely 
Nuffield  recommendations  followed  those 
submitted  by  the  NPA  to  the  inquiry.  Points 
of  agreement  included  rational  location, 
rural  dispensing,  responding  to  symptoms, 
"POMs  to  P",  patient  compliance,  health 
education,  the  education  of  pharmacists, 
pre- registration  year,  commercialism  and 
contact  with  doctors. 

The  Board  discussed  the  practical  and 
financial  aspects  of  keeping  patient 
records  both  on  computers  and  otherwise. 
They  might  provide  a  useful  link,  as 
recommended  elsewhere  in  the  Nuffield 
report,  between  the  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  professions.  But  while 
recognising  the  advantages  of  keeping 
medication  records  in  the  pharmacy,  the 
Board  felt  that  the  "state  of  the  art"  was 


very  much  in  its  infancy  and  suitable 
computer  systems  would  be  unlikely  to  be 
available  to  many  pharmacies  for  some 
time.  The  NPA  would  continue  to  monitor 
developments  closely. 

There  was  a  lengthy  discussion  about 
the  Nuffield  recommendation  of  adequate 
accommodation  in  pharmacies  for  private 
conversations  and  consultations.  It  was 
noted  that  the  NPA  pharmacy  planning 
department  was  already  reminding 
pharmacists  about  the  need  to  consider  a 
consultation  point  or  area  when  refitting 
their  pharmacies.  However,  generally,  the 
Board  agreed  that  there  would  be  potential 
dangers  in  having  consultations  in  an 
office  behind  closed  doors.  Some  Board 
members  expressed  concern  about  the 
financial  implications,  both  in  providing 
facilities  and  in  the  loss  of  space  if  a 
consultation  point  encroached  into  the 
"front  shop". 

It  was  concluded  that  the  profession 
needed  to  discuss  the  matter  collectively 
and  arrive  at  a  consensus  view  as  to 
precisely  what  is  meant  by 
"accommodation  for  confidential 
consultation".  Some  Board  members  felt 
that,  in  their  experience,  it  was  sufficient 
to  invite  inquiring  patients  into  the 
dispensary  where  a  conversation  could 
take  place  within  the  view  of  other  staff  and 
customers  but  out  of  earshot. 

On  technician  training,  the  Board 
resolved  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  reminding  them  of 
the  NPA's  involvement  in  the  provision  of 
technician  training  services,  and  asking 
that  the  NPA  be  consulted  about  any  likely 
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developments  in  light  of  Nuffield's 
recommendation.  There  was  general 
agreement  that  there  would  be  little  to  be 
gained  by  the  further  involvement  of 
lecturers  and  other  academics  in 
preregistration  training  in  community 
pharmacies.  It  was  noted  that  there  was 
already  an  effective  scheme  for  continuous 
assessment  of  trainees  during  their  pre- 
registration year,  and  it  was  felt  there 
would  be  no  advantage  in  requiring 
trainees  to  undergo  a  final  written  test  as 
suggested  by  Nuffield. 

There  was  no  strong  support  for  the 
contention  that  the  ownership  or  financial 
control  of  pharmacies  should  invariably 
be  vested  in  pharmacists  although  the 
balance  of  opinion  of  the  Board  tended  in 
that  direction.  But  the  Board  felt  strongly 
that  a  pharmacist  manager  or 
superintendent  should  be  fuhy  supported 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  any 
conflict  which  might  arise  on  a 
professional  matter  between  that 
pharmacist  and  unqualified  owners. 

The  Board  disagreed  with  the  Nuffield 
contention  that  direct  participation  in 
laboratory  work  was  an  important  part  of  a 
pharmacist's  education.  The  Board  agreed 
that  pharmacists  should  understand  the 
principles  of  laboratory  skills  but  felt  that 
professionaly  qualified  pharmacists,  in 
whatever  branch  of  the  profession,  would 
be  most  unlikely  to  find  themselves  using 
these  skills  at  a  high  level. 

Continued  on  plll8 
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Insect  Repellent  Wipes 


Individually  sealed,  moist  wipes,  available  in  packs  of  10  sachets. 

Also  available  as  a  lotion  in  30ml  bottles. 

SHOO  is  available  through  most  major  wholesalers. 

Manufactured  and  Distributed  in  Scotland  by 

WOODSIDE  LABORATORIES,  Blairmore,  Argyll  Tel  036984  265 

Distributed  in  England ,  Wales  and  Ireland  by 
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THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is 
the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependants  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
include  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica 
tions  for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,    concerning    education    or    training  at 
recognised  centres  of  study  for  general  or  special  subjects. 
For  additional  information, 
or  to  apply  tor  assistance,  write  to:- 
The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House.  6  12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y8DH 


1016 


Chemist  &  Druggist  17  May  1986 


ORTSMEN 


DEXTROSOL 


But  they'd  like 
it  even  more  if  they 
could  just  get  enough  of  it. 
Last  year  Dextrosol®  sales 
were  up  as  much  as  60%  in  the  peak 
summer  months,  but  for  many  stockists  reporting 
'run  out|  the  final  score  could  have  been  much  higher. 
This  year,  Dextrosol's  Game  Plan  again  features  a 

major  TV  campaign,  supporting  sales  to  the  limit. 

Sportsmen,  sportswomen  and  spectators  like 
Dextrosol  so  much,  they  just  can't  get  enough. 
Make  sure  you're  ready  to  even  the 
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Peter  Gleeson,  MPS,  (South  East).  Board 
member  since  1983.  Studied  at  Leicester 
School  of  Pharmacy,  preregistration  year 
at  Boots,  registered  1950,  and  worked  for 
them  for  four  years.  Spent  13  years  with 
Ciba  Geigy  in  marketing  and  eventually 
became  manager  of  the  agrochermcsls 
department.  Then  founded  a  small  group 
of  pharmacies.  Mr  Gleeson  is  married, 
with  four  children  and  lives  in  Sussex. 

He  sees  the  NPA  offering  advice  and 
guidance  to  members  whenever  they  need 
it  in  the  short  term,  and  in  the  longer  term 
as  the  voice  of  the  communith  pharmacists 
in  political  matters.  However,  he  feels 
there  is  need  for  better  communication 
between  members  and  the  NPA. 

Hobbies  are  music,  golf  and  politics. 


Roy  Jones,  PPS,  (Wales).  Board  member 
since  1983.  Studied  at  Welsh  School  of 
Pharmacy  after  serving  apprenticeship 
(1944),  registered  1957.  Bought  own  shop 
in  1960  after  working  for  Boots.  Married 
with  two  children.  Lives  in  Bridgend.  First 
chairman  of  the  Welsh  Executive  PSGB. 

Nuffield  established  that  there  is  a 
future  for  pharmacy  and  a  role  for 
pharmacist  in  the  primary  health  care 
team  and  Mr  Jones  forsees  the  NPA  will 
continue  to  develop  very  much  along  its 
present  lines  as  Nuffield  is  implemented. 

Hobbies  are  golf,  pharmacy  politics 
and  reading. 


John  David  Thomas,  MPS  (West  Midlands) 
Board  member  since  1980.  Newly-elected 
vice-chairman  of  Board  of  Management. 
Studied  at  Birmingham,  spent 
preregistration  year  with  Boots  and 
registered  in  1964.  Worked  for  Boots 
1964-65,  small  multiple  1965-67,  own  shop 
in  1967.  Is  now  a  director  of  two 
pharmacies.  Married  with  two  daughters, 
lives  in  Wolverhampton. 

Mr  Thomas  believes  the  support  from 
the  NPA  —  from  the  most  trivial  query  to 
total  support  from  the  Chemists  Defence 
Association  —  is  its  major  strength  and 
most  important  service  to  the  community 
pharmacist.  However,  he  would  like  to  see 
more  financial  advice  available. 

Hobbies  are  tennis  squash,  ski-ing. 


The  Board  did  not  share  Nuffield's  view 
that  "it  is  a  mistake  to  gear  entry  into  an 
academic  course  too  closely  to  an  estimate 
(of  manpower  requirements)".  The  Board 
felt  that  those  responsible  for  deciding 
numbers  of  under-graduates  in  various 
disciplines  should  have  access  to  some 
meaningful  guidelines,  and  the  likely 
requirements  of  the  profession  were 
appropriate  when  considering  entry  to  a 
highly  vocational  course. 
Youth  Training  Scheme.  Mrs  Ailsa 
Benson,  NPA  training  officer,  reported 
that  she  had  hoped  for  MSC  approval  of 
the  NPA  two-year  YTS  proposals,  but  at 
the  time  of  the  meeting  the  MSC  had  still 
not  signed  the  contract.  This  was  proving 
frustrating  to  those  NPA  members  who 
wished  to  recruit  YTS  trainees  from  among 
the  Easter  school  leavers.  Some  207 
replacements  had  been  accepted,  and 
decisions  were  awaited  on  a  further  87. 
Approximately  300  had  been  rejected. 
Agricultural  and  veterinary  courses. 
NPA  director  Tim  Astill  reported  that  he 
had  spoken  at  the  Agricultural  and 
Veterinary  Pharmacy  Group  Dinner.  He 
had  confirmed  that  the  NPA  would  be 
pleased  to  co-operate  in  the  organisation 
of  agricultural  and  veterinary  courses. 
Mike  King,  local  organisations  officer,  had 
attended  a  seminar  arranged  by  the 
Vetchem  organisation  where  he  had 
discussed  facilities  for  NPA  training 
courses  through  local  branches  and 
regional  training  groups. 
Assistant  training  officer.  Miss  Margaret 
Limond,  who  had  joined  the  NPA  on  April 
1,  was  introduced  to  the  Board.  She  will 
develop  regional  sales  training  courses 
and  help  the  YTS  scheme.  Her  first  two  or 


three  months  are  to  be  spent  on  induction 
training. 

Training  courses.  The  Board  was  given  a 
summary  of  assessment  forms  returned  by 
participants  in  various  NPA  courses.  The 
great  majority  had  been  "satisfied"  or 
"very  satisfied".  A  new  course, 
"Controlling  your  business",  started  this 
year,  had  been  rated  by  all  as  "excellent" 
or  "good".  The  course  tutor  was  to  be  one 
of  the  authors  of  the  new  NPA 
correspondence  course  on  business 
management. 

Dispensing  technicians  correspondence 
course.  Mrs  Benson  gave  a  summary  of  the 
marks  obtained  so  far  by  the  students 
taking  the  Dispensing  Technicians 
Correspondence  Course.  She  reported 
that  the  Pharmacy  Law  and  Ethics  Unit  of 
the  Course  had  been  re-written  and 
considerably  improved.  Enrolment  would 
start  in  May  for  students  wishing  to  start  in 
the  Autumn. 

Advertising  campaign.  Mr  Andrew 
Carnegie,  a  director  of  the  NPA's 
advertising  agency  Cromer  Titterton  Mills 
and  Cowdrey,  gave  an  up-to-date  report 
on  the  publication  of  advertisements  in 
newspapers  and  magazines  and  a 
provisional  schedule  for  the  remainder  of 
1986.  The  media  schedule  from  November 
1985  to  October  1986  provided  77 
insertions  in  a  selection  of  newspapers  and 
magazines  including  the  most  popular 
publications.  The  TV  Times  was  at  the  top 
of  the  list  with  10  insertions.  The  award- 
winning  advertisement  of  the  "drippy 
nose"  (C&D  April  19,  p746)  was  the  one  to 
be  used  most  often,  with  23  insertions. 
Leaflet  distibution.  The  Board  heard  that 
there  had  been  a  delay  in  distributing  the 


"Drug  Information  for  Parents"  leaflet 
because  the  DHSS  had  decided  to 
redesign  it.  It  had  been  hoped  to  send  out 
the  leaflet  in  May  or  even  earlier,  but  it  will 
be  sent  to  members  in  the  first  two  weeks  of 
June.  The  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  had  been  running  a  campaign 
parallel  to  that  operating  in  England  and 
Wales  but  they  had  used  different 
materials  and  leaflets,  giving  a  different 
emphasis  to  the  subject.  It  had  been 
explained  to  SHHD  and  to  the  DHSS  that  it 
was  impossible  to  publish  different 
advertisements  in  Scotland  from  those 
which  would  appear  elsewhere  in  the  UK. 
It  was  hoped  this  minor  difficulty  would  be 
resolved  in  time  for  the  advertising  agency 
to  place  the  appropriate  advertisements. 

The  creative  work  for  the  drug  abuse 
advertisement  was  being  done  by  the  NPA 
agency,  CTMC,  in  consultation  with  the 
DHSS  Publicity  Division.  The  DHSS  was 
planning  to  have  the  drug  abuse  leaflet 
available  throughout  the  year. 
Point  of  Sale  Material.  The  distribution  of 
cards  for  the  acrylic  stands  was 
continuing.  The  advertising  agency  had 
prepared  a  "Summer  Ailments" 
advertisement  which  would  be  distributed 
in  June  and  paid  for  by  Reckitt  and 
Colman,  who  were  planning  to  promote 
Pripsen  on  the  reverse. 
Future  of  the  Campaign.  It  was  reported 
that  380  randomly  selected  NPA  members 
were  to  be  asked  to  complete  a 
questionnaire  about  the  Advertising 
Campaign  and  NPA  services.  The  results 
of  this  survey  would  be  taken  into  account 
in  deciding  the  future  of  the  advertising 
campaign  and  other  NPA  strategy. 
Ferndown  Exhibition.  John  Goulding, 
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business  services  manager,  reported  that 
the  NPAS's  Machine  Up-date  Exhibition 
held  at  Femdown  near  Bournemouth  on 
April  16  had  been  well  supported  by  local 
members.  Approximately  120  people 
attended  and  many  inquiries  had  been 
received  about  the  various  business 
services  and  equipment  on  display. 
Crown  Life.  It  was  decided  to  publicise  to 
members  for  a  second  year  the  financial 
benefits  of  choosing  the  private  medical 
insurance  scheme,  offered  by  Crown  Life. 
Crown  Life  rates  were  subject  to  a  15  per 
cent  discount  for  NPA  members,  their 
families  and  their  staff. 
Aids  for  the  Disabled.  After  examining  a 
lever-operated  soap  dish  designed  for  the 
disabled,  the  Business  Services  Committee 
asked  the  office  to  remind  members  that 
information  about  such  aids  was  available 
from  the  Information  Department. 
More  Cash  Space.  The  NPA's 
recommended  supplier  of  cash  registers 
was  looking  into  the  possibility  of 
increasing  the  coin  capacity  of  its  cash 
drawers  following  the  greater  circulation 
of  £1  coins  and  a  request  to  this  effect  from 
the  Committee  last  month. 
Scotland.  There  had  been  a  meeting  of 


the  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation 
Executive  Council  on  April  9,  which  had 
been  attended  by  Ailsa  Benson,  NPA 
training  officer.  Bernard  Brown  (Crieff) 
had  been  elected  chairman  of  the  SPF  and 


Andrew  Watson,  from  Dumfriesshire,  had 
been  elected  vice-chairman  at  that 
meeting.  Mr  Brown  and  Mr  Watson  would 
be  representing  Scotland  on  the  NPA 
Board  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 


* 

Thermos  field  sales  manager  Mike  Tornlirison  is  all  set  for  a  Northern  Ireland  victory  in  the 
coming  World  Cup  as  he  shows  Tosh  O'Rourke,  secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Contractors  Committee,  the  Province's  version  of  their  standard  vacuum  at  Haydock's 
Belfast  trade  (last  week,  p942).  Thermos  have  hedged  their  bets  by  producing  English  and 
Scottish  versions  of  the  flask  in  limited  edition! 


Anti  diarrhoea  medicine 

for  the  relief  of  diarrhoea 
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aromatic  suspension  with  a  welcome  carminative  effect. 

S.R.P.  £1 .48 

Kaopectate  is  supplied  in  a  distinctive  outer  of  12  packs. 
For  further  details  contact  your  usual  Wholesaler  or  the 
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A  question 
of  semantics 

In  replying  to  Dr  Robert's  letter  (May  3) 
may  I  first  of  all  challenge  him  on 
semantics.  He  refers  to  "unsupervised, 
unqualified  doctor  dispensing"  in 
describing  his  members'  activities. 

There  is  no  such  person  as  an 
unqualified  doctor.  If  he  is  a  doctor  he  is 
not  unqualified;  if  he  is  unqualified  then 
he  is  not  a  doctor.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
unsupervised  doctor  dispensing.  If  a 
subordinate  carries  out  the  work  without 
supervision  then  the  subordinate  is 
unsupervised,  not  the  doctor.  This 
muddled  phraseology  goes  some  way  to 
explain  why,  in  his  curious  attack  on  John 
Davies,  he  ignores  two  over-riding  and 
indisputable  facts. 

1.  The  majority  of  so-called  dispensing 
doctors  do  not  dispense;  they  delegate.  In 
doing  so  they  order  and,  thereby,  aid  and 
abet  members  of  their  staff  to  commit  a  S67 
offence  under  the  Medicines  Act  1968.  A 


S67  offence  carries  a  fine  and/or 
imprisonment. 

2.  In  so  delegating  they  deprive  patients  of 
a  full  pharmaceutical  service  —  one  of  the 
objectives  of  the  1947  Medicines  Act. 
A  premium  for  living  in  a  civilised  society 
is  that  one  adheres  to  the  rules  of  that 
society,  no  matter  how  much  one  disagrees 
with  them  —  something  which  most  so- 
called  dispensing  doctors  do  not  do  when 
it  comes  to  dispensing. 
K.  J.  Knight, 
Haslemere. 

DDA  diatribe 
condemned  

Dr  David  Roberts  vitriolic  diatribe  against 
pharmacy  as  a  profession  is  only 
understandable  as  a  last  ditch  attempt  to 
retain,  as  doctors,  an  outdated  monopoly 
of  the  last  century.  As  a  pharmacist  my 
grandfather  extracted  teeth  and  tested 
eyes  in  his  day.  I  have  no  wish  to  do  so, 
though  Dr  Robers  may  have  sufficient 


professional  arrogance  to  wish  to  include 
dentistry  and  optics  along  with  pharmacy 
in  his  daily  round.  The  financial  benefits  to 
him  will  be  obvious. 

It  is  a  total  nonsense  to  suggest  that  the 
patient,  who  has  to  travel  to  a  village  to  see 
the  doctor,  often  practising  within  100 
yards  of  a  pharmacy,  will  benefit.  If  that 
patient  is  in  "serious  difficulty"  how  can 
they  possibly  manage  the  journey  to  the 
doctor?  There  is  no  more  "difficulty"  in 
visiting  the  pharmacy.  This  unnecessary 
duplication  of  pharmaceutical  facilities  by 
doctors  at  public  expense  is  a  national 
scandal  at  a  time  of  financial  stringency. 
R.  N.  Thomas, 
Holyhead. 


Close  trim 


After  all  the  meetings,  committees,  etc,  we 
arrive  at  a  fee  of  £0.63p  per  prescription 
and  my  hair  cut  costs  £2.50. 

My  thoughts  turned  to  Bing  Crosby 
". .  .or  would  you  rather  be  a  fish?" 
G.H.  Wright 
York 
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A  Division  of  the  Croydon  Display  Group 


Attractive,  functional  dispensaries 
with  stimulating  retail  environments, 
focusing  attention  on  the  professional 
Pharmacist. 
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ladiation 
11  wind . . 


an 


he  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
5  doing  a  magnificent  job  in  collaboration 
nth  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  and  Health  Education  Council 
n  promoting  the  position  of  the 
harmacist  as  a  source  of  advice. 

However,  the  lack  of  information  on  the 
adiation  cloud  has  lead  to  confusion, 
/orry,  and  jammed  phone  calls  to  official 
odies.  Could  the  Council  take  its 
dvisory  role  further? 

We  have  the  "early  warning  system"  — 
ould  this  be  made  use  of  with  priority 
hone  lines?  And  bulletins  could  be 
laced  in  the  pharmacy  window  with  such 
nessages  as:  "Wash  your  vegetables";  "Do 
tot  drink  milk";  "No  cause  for  alarm"; 
Keep  children  indoors"  and  "Children 
nd  expectant  mothers  should  leave  the 
rea".  Notices  like  these  form  an  official 
ecognised  source  of  information,  such 
hat  the  pharmacy  would  be  of  great 
enef  it  to  the  community  in  which  it  is 
deally  placed. 

God  forbid  that  it  should  ever  be  used 
ut  events  in  other  countries  cannot  be 
ontrolled  and  winds  do  net  recognise 
rontiers. 
lervyn  Madge, 

'ecre/a/y,  Plymouth  Branch  PSGB. 


Syntex  go  to 
heart  research 

Syntex's  research  into  the 
cardiovascular  drugs  is  hoped  to 
soon  come  to  fruition  with 
nicardipine,  a  new  calcium 
antagonist. 

An  application  for  a  Product  Licence 
for  nicardipine's  use  in  hypertension  and 
angina  is  currently  being  considered  by 
the  UK  licensing  authority.  Syntex  do  not 
know  when  the  licence  will  be  granted  but 
they  believe  the  application  is  progressing 
favourably.  The  drug  is  already  approved 
in  Japan  and  Spain. 

Syntex  researchers  at  the  company's 
centre  at  Heriot  Watt  University  in 
Edinburgh  have  spent  the  last  nine  years 
investigating  a  series  of  cardiovascular 
drugs,  and  in  addition  to  nicardipine  there 
are  six  others  under  development,  say 
Syntex.  The  company's  R&D  budget  for 
fiscal  year  1986  is  $150m,  much  of  which  is 
devoted  to  cardiovascular  research. 

Nicardipine  is  thought  to  have 
advantages  over  some  established  calcium 
antagonists  such  as  nifedipine  and 
verapamil,  and  over  beta  blockers.  Some 
studies  have  shown  that  the  drug  reverses 
some  of  the  negative  inotropic  effects  of 
beta  blockers  allowing  both  drugs  to  be 
taken  concurrently. 


More  PL(PI)s 


he  following  PL(PI)s  have  been  notified 
o  C&D  since  its  April  12  supplement  was 
mblished. 

leropax  (International)  Ltd,  trading  as 
tephar  BV 

L/4259/0003    Timoptol  0.5  per  cent    Timolol  meleate 

6.83mg  =  5mg  base 

Uan  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

L/5401/0039    Clinonl  200mg  Sulindac  200mg 

L/5401/0106     Fucidin  Sodium  lusidate  2  per 

cent  w/w 

L/5401/0075     Lederien  Fenbuien  300mg 

IPI  (Suppliers)  Ltd 

L/5848/0337     Vermox  suspension      Mebendazole  20mg 

'loakstyle  Ltd,  trading  as  Field  Court 

L/5871/0099    Vermox  Mebendazole  lOOmg 

uripharm  Ltd 

L/6679/0027     Indocid  50mg  capsules  Indomethacin  50mg 
L/6679/0025     Salazopynne  500mg     Sulphasalazine  500mg 
tablet 

Grange  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

'L/361 1/0045     AldometSOOmg  Methyldopa  566mg  = 

500mg  anhydrous 
methyldopa 

4unro  Wholesale  Medical  Supplies  Ltd 

'L/3234/0047    Tryptizol  lOmg  Amitnptyline 

hydrochloride  lOmg 
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M.K.  Shah  Pharmacy 

PL/5036/0002    Aldomet  250mg 


PL/5036/0005  Brulen  400mg 

PL/5036/0006  Capoten  50mg 

PL/5036/0008  Corgard  80mg 

PL/5036/0011  FrobenSOmg 

PL/5036/0013  Imodium 

PL/5036/0019  Zyloric  300mg 

Spectrum  Marketing 

PL/3787/0021  Eusapnm  tablets 


Methyldopa  282mg  = 
250mg  anhydrous 
methyldopa 
Ibuproten  400mg 
Captopnl  50mg 
Nadolol  80mg 
Flurbiprofen  50mg 
Loperamide 
hydrochloride  2mg 
Allopurmol  BP  300mg 


Trimethoprim  80mg, 

sulphamethoxazole 

400mg 


Whitworth  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 


PL/4423/0061 

PL/4423/0064 
PL/4423/0114 
PL/4423/0075 


PL/4423/0091 
PL/4423/0055 

PL/4423/0067 
PL/4423/0078 
PL/4423/0050 


Froben  lOOmg 
Gyno  Daktann  cream 


PL/4423/0085 
PL/4423/0057 


Colof ac  135mg  tablet  Mebevenne 

hydrochloride  135mg 
Danol  lOOmg  capsule   Danazol  lOOmg 
Indocid  retard  75mg     Indomethacin  BP  75mg 
Floxapen  250mg  Flucloxacilhn  sodium 

monohydrate,  262  5mg 

250mg  base 
Flurbiprolen  lOOmg 
Miconazole  nitrate  2 
per  cent  w/w 
Halcion  0-  125mg  tabletTriazolam  0  125mg 
Lioresal  lOmg  tablet     Baclofen  lOmg 
Madopar  125mg 

capsule  Levadopa  lOOmg, 

benserazide 
hydrochloride  28  5mg 
-  25mg  base 
Dompendone  maleate 
12.72  =  lOmg  base 
Nalidixic  acid  500mg 
Imipramine 
hydrochloride  BP 
lOmg 


PL/4423/0058    Motihum  tablet 


Negram  tablet 
Tofranil  lOmg  tablet 


Nicarpidine's  efficacy  in  migrane, 
Raynaud's  phenomenon  and  epilepsy  are 
also  being  investigated,  say  Syntex. 

The  company  says  it  is  also  in  the  final 
stages  of  clinical  research  with  a  synthetic 
prostaglandin  which  Syntex  claim  will 
help  sufferers  of  peptic  ulceration. 

Sugar  may  not 
make  you  fat 

There  seem  to  be  no  definite  links 
between  sugar  intake  and  obesity, 
according  to  a  physiology  professor 
who  has  surveyed  many  papers 
published  on  the  subject. 

Major  reports  such  as  the  British 
Medical  Association's  "Diet,  nutrition  and 
health"  suggest  that  sugar  is  specifically 
related  to  obesity.  But  Professor  John 
Dumin,  University  of  Glasgow,  has  found 
no  good,  scientific  evidence  to  support  the 
idea.  Several  authors  conclude  either  that 
there  is  no  different  in  sugar  intake 
between  obese  and  lean  individuals  or  that 
sometimes  there  is  a  negative  relationship. 
And  psychologists  failed  to  find  a  greater 
preference  for  sweet  foods  in  the  obese. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Medical  Aspects  of  Food  Policy,  Professor 
Dumin  reported  his  findings  last  week  to  a 
Press  conference  held  by  the  Sugar 
Bureau  to  "put  sugar  in  perspective". 

Emboli  deaths 
preventable 

Pulmonary  emboli  may  kill  some  15,000 
people  annually  in  the  UK,  but  according 
to  clinical  research  the  complication  is 
preventable.  The  National  Institutes  of 
Health  in  the  United  States  has  come  up 
with  a  consensus  statement  on  how  the 
condition  can  be  prevented. 

Professor  Vijay  Kakkar,  director  of  the 
thrombosis  research  unit,  King's  College 
School  of  Medicine  and  Dentistry,  London 
told  a  Press  conference  last  week  that  deep 
vein  thrombosis  (DVT)  which  can  often 
lead  to  fatal  pulmonary  emboli  is  a 
frequent  complication  after  surgery. 

The  NIH  consensus  panel  says  that 
groups  of  high  risk  patients  have  been 
identified  and  that  DVT  and  pulmonary 
embolism  in  these  patients  can  be 
significantly  reduced  using  preventive 
measures  such  as  low  dose  heparin, 
adjusted  dose  heparin,  dextran,  warfarin, 
external  pneumatic  compression  and 
gradient  elastic  support.  The  panel  has 
made  recommendations  as  to  which 
methods  be  used  for  various  groups. 
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Government  turns  its  back  on 
compromise  Shops  Bill 


The  government  is  still  not  willing 
to  help  the  parliamentary  passage 
of  a  new  "compromise"  Sunday 
Trading  Bill,  it  was  made  clear  this 
week  at  Westminster. 

The  Bill,  introduced  privately  as  C&D 
went  to  Press,  has  been  worked  out  by  Tory 
MPs  who  led  the  back  bench  revolt  which 
recently  sank  the  Government's  Shops 
Act.  Tabled  by  Orpington  Tory  MP  Ivor 
Stanbrook,  it  proposes: 

1 .  Complete  deregulation  of  Sunday 
trading  for  all  shops  with  no  more  than 
three  employees  or  2,000  sq  ft 

2.  No  restrictions  on  garden  centres 

3.  Local  authority  power  to  license  up  to 
four  hours  of  Sunday  Trading  by  larger 
shops  dealing  in  "recreational"  activities 
such  as  DIY  and  home  decorating.  But 
department  stores  and  food  or  other 


multiples  will  be  excluded;  and 
4.  Local  authority  power  to  license  tourist 
oriented  shops  to  trade  on  Sunday  in 
restricted  areas. 

But  Home  Secretary  Douglas  Hurd  has 
made  it  clear  he  thinks  the  compromise 
will  still  leave  too  many  anomalies  and 
another  government  source  said:  "We  are 
completely  unimpressed.  The  people 
proposing  this  Bill  are  the  ones  who  ran 
away  from  the  voting  lobbies  when  we 
needed  them."  Without  government 
support  the  Bill  cannot  succeed. 

Mr  Stanbrook  told  C&D:  "It's  very  short 
sighted  of  the  Government  to  take  this 
attitude;  they  may  rue  this  fit  of  pique." 

Labour  back  bench  MP  Ray  Powell  this 
week  introduced  a  Private  Bill  to  give  shop 
workers  stronger  job  security  if  they  do  not 
wish  to  work  on  Sundays.  His  Bill  will  not 
become  law  either. 


Private  route  for 
UK  health  care? 


Private  health  companies  are  set  to 
make  their  mark  on  the  UK, 
bringing  more  private  funds  for  the 
p  ha  r  i  i  i  ( i  ce  u  I  i  ca  1  Lnd  ustry . 

That  is  the  conclusion  of  a  Euromonitor 
survey  of  health  care  in  Western  Europe. 
The  early  '80s  were  a  watershed  in  this 
sector,  says  the  report,  with  state  spends 
peaking  and  firmer  government  controls 
introduced. 

The  emphasis  for  the  future  will  be  on 
preventative  treatment  and  away  from  the 
need  to  cure  "unnnecessary  or  even  self- 
inflicted"  diseases  linked  with  bad  diets  or 
drug  abuse.  "Consequently,  the  medical 
and  pharmaceutical  profession  will  have  to 
become  more  responsible  for  the 
promotion  of  healthy  lifestyles  for  a  new 
generation  showing  more  interest  than 
ever  before  in  its  health,"  Euromonitor 
predicts. 

OTC  drugs  will  go  on  being  buoyant  in 
Europe  as  prescription  charges  rise  and 
manufacturers  veer  away  from  the  more 
expensive  script  drug  industry.  But 
Euromonitor  are  more  cautious  about  long 
term  OTC  prospects. 

National  idiosyncracies  still  affect  the 
funding  and  working  of  health  care,  says 
the  report.  Despite  the  expansion  of  the 
EEC,  cultural  attitudes  still  influence".  .  . 
everything  from  diagnostic  results  to  the 
types  of  medicines  preferred,  and  from  the 
degree  of  public  funding  to  the  necessity 


for  additional  private  health  insurance". 
"European  health  trends  and  forecasts" 
(£225),  Euromonitor  Publications  Ltd,  87 
Tummill  Street,  London  EC1M  5QU. 


New  firm  from 
Revlon  buyers 

Rorer  Group,  who  acquired  Re  von 
Health  Care  (UK)  Ltd  last  year  (C&D 
December  7, 1985.  have  formed  a 
new  company  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 

The  first  products  to  be  marketed  by 
the  new  company,  which  is  based  in 
Eastbourne  together  with  Revlon,  are  the 
Maalox  range  and  Percutol  (see 
Prescription  Specialities) .  Alan 
Sheppard,  marketing  director  for  the  new 
company,  says  that  it  will  be  the  only 
company  trading  as  Rorer 
Pharmaceuticals  in  the  UK.  The  old  Rorer, 
based  in  Witham,  Essex,  was  no  longer 
running.  But  Radiol  Chemicals,  who  also 
belong  to  the  group,  continue  to  trade 
from  the  Witham  address. 

In  1983  the  UK  spent  £47  per  person  on 
pharmaceuticals  (NHS  plus  over  the 
counter)  —  half  the  amount  spent  in 
France  and  West  Germany  and  a  third  of 
that  spent  in  Belgium  and  the  United 
States.  The  information  comes  in  a  booklet 
"Health  Expenditure  in  the  UK"  (£1) 
produced  by  the  Office  of  Health 
Economics,  12  Whitehall,  London  SW1A. 


Bright  forecast 
for  retailers 

The  outlook  for  consumer  spending 
has  brightened,  with  strong  growth 
until  1990  predicted  in  a  new  retail 
report. 

But  any  long-term  growth  will  be 
thanks  to  lower  rates  and  better  inflation 
prospects  —  and  not  due  to  the 
Chancellor's  Budget  measures,  say  Retail 
Business  in  their  economic  review. 

The  £0.01  cut  in  income  tax  introduced 
in  March  will  improve  consumer  prospects 
for  this  year.  But  1986  was  already 
expected  to  be  a  good  year,  says  the 
review,  and  this  small  tax  cut  might  be  at 
the  expense  of  bigger  reductions  next 
year;  "The  Chancellor  could  be  running 
the  risk  of  overstimulating  the  consumer 
sector." 

Last  year  saw  a  spending  revival,  with 
2.75  per  cent  growth  compared  with  1.5 
per  cent  in  1984.  Most  of  this  fell  to  the 
durable  goods  sector  —  which  includes 
electrical  and  household  products  — 
showing  a  5  per  cent  total  spend  increase. 
Non-durables  expanded  only  half  as  fast. 

February's  severe  cold  weather  may 
have  brought  spending  down  —  and 
figures  for  early  1986  show  little  change 
from  the  last  quarter  of  1985.  But  real 
incomes  should  peak  this  year,  and 
consumer  spending  is  expected  to  follow 
incomes  closely.  Durables  will  again  be 
the  buoyant  sector,  with  the  growth  rate 
predicted  to  double  in  1986,  and  annual 
growth  of  7  per  cent  forcast  between  1985 
and  1990.  Non-durables  should  see  far 
steadier  growth. 

Consumer  spending  has  fluctuated 
remarkably  in  this  decade,  says  the 
report  —  from  zero  growth  in  the  early  '80s 
to  now  quite  rapid  growth.  And  these 
changes  seem  on  the  whole  to  be 
insensitive  to  events  in  the  economy 
overall. 


Nurdin  &  Peacock 
profits  fly  high 

Cash  and  carry  wholesalers  Nurdin 
&  Peacock  are  claiming  record 
profits  for  1985. 

At  £15. 7m,  the  company's  pre-tax 
profits  for  the  53  weeks  to  January  are 
£2. 5m  up  on  the  year  before. 

A  new  branch  is  planned  at  North 
Weald,  to  be  ready  by  1987,  and  chairman 
Michael  Peacock  says:  "With  regard  to  the 
current  year,  we  have  made  an 
encouraging  start  —  morale  is  high". 


F';22 
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Kodak  to  cut  900  from 
UK  workforce 


About  900  jobs  are  to  go  from  Kodak 
in  the  UK.  as  part  of  the  parent 
company's  worldwide  cost  cutting 
programme. 

The  economising  drive  was  announced 
by  Eastman  Kodak  three  months  ago,  with 
an  overall  target  of  10  per  cent  job  losses. 
A  64  per  cent  profit  drop  in  their  1985 
worldwide  results  was  partly  due  to  special 
charges  after  the  company's  withdrawal 
rom  the  Instant  products  market.  But 
ough  competition  and  higher  costs  also 
made  their  mark  (see  C&D,  March  1,  p 
402). 

A  Kodak  spokesman  described  the 
UK's  900-job  quota  as  "What  we  feel  is 
necessary  to  keep  ahead  of  the 
ompetition".  The  streamlining  will  involve 
subcontracting  fringe  operations  like 
catering  and  gardening.  The  cuts  are  to 
affect  all  job  levels. 


Kodak  say  they  aim  to  focus  on  their 
"core"  business.  "These  are  the  things 
essential  to  our  earnings  capability  —  in 
manufacturing,  the  production  of 
photographic  film  and  paper,  and  in 
marketing,  the  full  range  of  products  in  the 
UK.  Wherever  it's  possible  we  want  to  use 
voluntary  redundancies  —  but  these 
figures  must  be  achieved",  the  company 
says. 

Kodak  aim  to  carry  on  moving  into  new 
areas  —  such  as  their  photocopying  and 
medical  equipment  business.  "Many 
people  still  see  us  as  purely  a 
photographic  company,"  a  spokesman  told 
C&D.  "But  there  will  be  more  of  the  newer 
activities  coming  along,  because  we  need 
to  respond  to  market  conditions.  The 
business  isn't  cast  in  a  concrete  mould  — 
and  we  need  to  be  more  effective  and 
trimmer  to  be  able  to  invest  in  the  future". 


Labour  call  for 
security  aid 


The  Government  should  help 
smaller  pharmacies  with  the  cost  of 
making  their  drug  stocks  more 
secure,  says  Labour's  Shadow 
Health  Minister  Frank  Dobson. 

"The  Government  says  it's  looking  at 
he  problem  of  drug  security,  but  that  is 
not  enough.  In  pharmacies  in  areas  where 
here  is  a  high  level  of  break-ins  the 

lovemment  should  accept  its  obligation 
o  help  with  the  cost  of  increasing 
ecurity,"  Mr  Dobson  said  this  week. 

He  has  been  told  in  a  Parliamentary 
inswer  from  Home  Office  Minister  David 
Mellor  that  in  1981  600  pharmacies  lost 
dntrolled  Drugs  through  burglaries. 

Boots  kick  back 

Boots  say  they  are  looking  to  take 
more  advantage  of  their  customer 
[low,  after  Press  criticism  that  the 
:ompany  has  failed  to  turn 
browsers  into  spenders. 

"We  don't  see  this  as  a  difficulty;  we 
■ee  it  as  an  opportunity,"  the  company  told 
~?&D.  "We  have  an  enormous  traffic  flow. 
We're  not  saying  we're  satisfied,  but  we're 
ooking  at  ways  of  increasing  the 
spending". 

A  spokesman  put  average  cash 
ransactions  at  over  £3  per  customer,  but 
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emphasised  that  the  number  of  small  shops 
brings  the  figure  down.  "We're  striving  to 
increase  the  figure,  and  we  recognise  that 
having  smaller  branches,  the  average 
spend  would  be  low.  But  as  we're  using 
more  and  more  large  stores  with  higher 
ticket  items,  the  average  figure  will 
increase". 

The  company  denied  a  Marketing 
Week  claim  that  television  advertising  is 
being  suspended,  saying  that  there  is  a 
change  of  emphasis  this  year,  tending 
more  towards  Press  advertising. 

Farley  freephone 

Farley  Health  Products  have  set  up 
a  Freephone  service  giving 
information  on  their  babymilks  and 
Complan. 

Health  professionals  can  obtain  advice 
on  0800  373717  and  consumers  may 
telephone  0800  373718.  The  company  still 
has  no  firm  date  for  the  re-introduction  of 
these  products.  Rusks,  cereals,  Farex 
fingers,  gluten  free  biscuits,  Glucodm, 
Caailan  and  ready  to  feed  Ostermilks  are 
still  available. 

William  Davidson  Ltd,  an  Aberdeen- 
based  pharmacy  and  veterinary  products 
wholesaler  and  a  subsidiary  of  Guinness 
are  to  acquire  James  Taylor  (Trongate) 
Ltd,  a  pharmacy  wholesaler  based  in 
Dundee.  James  Taylor  are  a  wholly-owned 
subsidiary  of  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co  Ltd  of 
Edinburgh.  They  will  be  bought  for  about 
£750,000. 


Pharmacy  help 
for  Age  Concern 

Community  pharmacist  Alan 
Crabbe,  Pontypridd,  has  been 
invited  to  contribute  to  an  Age 
Concern  exhibition  in  Cardiff  next 
month. 

He  is  helping  to  organise  a  poster 
display  using  material  from  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  and 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  There  will  be  a 
video  on  prescribing  for  the  elderly  and 
workshops  based  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee's 
tape/slide  presentation  "Ask  your  chemist". 

The  exhibition,  being  held  as  part  of  a 
national  Age  Well  campaign,  will  be  at  St 
David's  Hall,  Cardiff,  June  17-18.  Mr 
Crabbe  has  been  approached  because  of 
his  connections  with  the  Society's  Welsh 
Executive  and  the  Health  Education 
Advisory  Committee  (Wales).  Other  local 
representatives  of  the  Welsh  Executive  and 
NPA  Board  will  be  involved,  together  with 
the  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy. 

Monday,  May  19 

Mid  Glamorgan  East  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 

Globe  Hotel,  Pontypridd  at  8pm  Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  21 

Bath  &  District  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

postgraduate  medical  centre,  Salisbury  Infirmary,  Salisbury 
7  30  pm  Dr  D  Bailey,  Welsh  school  of  Pharmacy  on  "The 
medicine  man  of  West  Africa  and  hjs  contribution  to 
pharmacy" 

Dundee  &  Eastern  Scottish  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Theatre  visit 

Advance  Information 

Eurochem  '86.  the  4th  international  chemical  and  process 
engineering  show  and  conference,  National  Exhibition  Centre, 
Birmingham,  Tuesday,  June  3  to  Friday,  June  6.  Further 
information  from  Michael  Eaton,  show  manager,  Clapp  and 
Pohak  Europe  Ltd,  232  Acton  Lane,  London  W4  5DL  (tel: 
01-747  3131) 

Shopex  '86.  Grand  Hall,  Olympia,  London  June  8  to  12. 
Showing  a  vast  range  of  equipment  and  display  aids  for 
retailers  varying  from  cash  registers  to  security  devices, 
delivery  vans  and  instore  shelving  and  illuminations  Further 
information  from  Eve  Tate  or  Annette  Spinks,  AGB  Exhibitions 
Ltd,  Audit  House,  Field  End  Road,  Eastcote,  Ruishp,  Middx 
HA4  9XE(tel:01868  4499) 

5th  IAPRI  International  Conference  on  Packaging,  The 

Grand  Hotel,  Bristol,  October  7  to  9  Delegate  fees  are  £390 
(  +  £58.50  VAT)  which  includes  documentation,  lunches  and 
refreshments.  Early  reservation  of  accommodation  is  strongly 
recommended.  Further  information  from  Mr  P  E  Page,  Pira 
Packaging  Divison,  Randalls  Road,  Lealherhead,  Surrey  KT22 
7RU  (tel:  0372  376161). 

"Regulatory  affairs  -  the  future  in  Europe",  a  l'/i  day 

meeting,  Brussels,  October  14-15  Discussion  between  industry 
and  health  authority  representatives  in  the  form  of  presentations 
and  panel  discussion  to  determine  the  impact  of  harmonization 
within  the  European  Pharmaceutical  European  industry 
Regulatory  Alfairs,  PO  Box  85,  1000  Brussels  23 

United  Kingdom  Clinical  Pharmacy  Association.  "Theory 
into  practice"  residential  symposium,  Palace  Hotel,  Buxton, 
Derby,  November  14  to  16  Workshops  and  short 
communications,  posters  and  medical  exhibition  Cos!  £95 
members,  £110  non- members,  with  extra  £15  for  registration 
after  October  6.  Further  details  from  Mr  L  A  Goldberg, 
external  relations  officer,  UKCPA,  Peel  House,  Albert  Street, 
EcclesM30  0NJ 
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Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbndge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Hazel  Barry  ext  210 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 
Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Display /Semi  Display 

£13.40  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £1200  .00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £650.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £345.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra 
Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 


Appointments 


MARKETING 
MANAGER 

A  well  established  progressive  Company 
manufacturing  and  distributing  a  range  of 
health  foods,  nutritional  supplements  and 
natural  remedies  requires  an  experienced 
person  to  take  up  a  challenging  new  position. 

Applicants  will  ideally  be  aged  between  35-45 
and  have  been  involved  in  marketing  similar 
products,  OTC  pharmaceuticals  or  speciality 
foods. 

The  successful  applicant  will  be  responsible 
for  all  aspects  of  marketing  including 
packaging,  advertising  and  promotional 
activities. 

A  positive  contribution  to  the  continued 
expansion  of  the  Company  will  be  expected, 
therefore  the  ability  to  communicate  at  all 
levels  is  essential. 

A  competitive  salary  will  be  offered  together 
with  a  Company  car  and  inclusion  in  a 
contributory  Pension  Scheme. 

Please  apply  in  writing  with  full  personal 
details  and  career  history  to: — 
The  Managing  Director, 
G  <'<:\  lane  Health  ■  -    -  h  Limited, 
Sisson  Road,  Gloucester  GL1  3QB. 


TEACH  IN  JAPAN 

Persons  with  a  degree  and  experience  in  Pharmacy  or 
Pharmacology  wishing  to  teach  English  to  Japanese 
businessmen  for  one  or  two  years  in  Tokyo  and  other  parts  of 
Japan  should  write  to:— 
Personnel  Manager 
International  Education  Services 
ShinTaiso  Bldg. 
10-7  Dogenzaka  2-chorne 
Snibuya-ku 
Tokyo  150, Japan. 
Further  information  on  the  position,  qualifications,  salary, 
benefits,  transportation  and  housing  can  be  obtained  by 
airmailing  a  detailed  resume  and  recent  photograph  to  I.E.S.. 

Interviews  will  be  held  in  London  in  early  September  1986. 


CROYDON  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 


ACUTE  UNIT 


Salary  Scale:  £471 1  to  £6125  plus  £677  London  Weighting  per  annum. 
Are  you  qualifying  this  summer''  Moving  into  the  area  or  looking  for  a  change  of  job? 
Then  we  may  be  able  to  help  We  have  a  number  of  vacancies  for  qualified 
technicians  based  at  Mayday  Hospital,  Croydon.  You  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
working  within  this  busy  yet  friendly  department  working  on  rotation  within  the  fully 
computerised  dispensary,  carrying  out  ward  top  ups  and  the  production  department 
involving  pre-packing,  TPN  solution  dispensing  and  small  scale  manufacturing. 
If  you  wish  to  use  your  technical  expertise  to  the  full  then  apply  now  for  this 
challenging  post. 

For  further  information  contact  Trevor  Lowenhoff,  Principal  Pharmacist,  telephone 
01-684  6999  extension  3506  or  Unit  Personnel  Department,  extension  3530  for  job 
description  and  application  form. 


Announcements 


ties  ^ 


DE  LOUIS  MEDICAL 

FULL  RANGE  OF  PI  AND  GENERICS 
YOUR  LICENCED  WHOLESALER  OF  CHOICE 

PHONE  NOW  FOR  OUR  UNBEATABLE  PRICE  LIS' 
DE  LOUIS  MEDICAL, 

THE  SQUARE,  0732-452452  (10  lines) 
RIVERHEAD,  Telex:  95321  DIM  G 

SEVEN0AKS,  KENT  Fax:  0732-460302 

Dispense  with  De  Louis  confidence 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Simply  the  best 

The  Park  range  of  Computer  Labelling  Systems  -  simply  the  best 
Prove  it  for  yourself  with  a  14  day  Free  trial. 

SYSTEMS  FROM  £750  10  THE  NEW  DISK  BASED  SYSTEM  800  ST  £1295.  PRICES  EXCLUDE  VST  AND  INCLUDE  S  10%  NPS  REBATE 


Contact  David  Coleman  or 
Mike  Sprince  MPS 
Park  Systems  Ltd. 

41-43  Parliament  Street, 
Liverpool  L8  5RN 
Tel:  051-708  8800 
t  elex:  628622 


A 


Singapore  Agents 
Summit  Co. 

Ruby  Industrial  Estate, 
Singapore  1134 


APPROVED 


:0:24 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Market  Leaders  in  Pharmacy  labelling  systems  throughout  the  UK 

John  Richardson 
Computers  Lid 


The  ONLY  specialist  labelling  company  chosen  by  the 
DHSS  for  the  PPA/Pharmacy  computer- linking  study 


The  country's  leading  supplier 
of  pharmacy  labelling  systems. 

Prices  from  £1098  or  £7  85  per  week  -  10%  NPA  rebate  included 
FREEPOfI  Pnettoct  PB»  SBO  Tel.  ©ffl  U)I6) 


*abels 


Management 
Systems 


The  leading 
qri/a/Zry  suppl ier  in  the  UK  for 
Computer  or  Typewriter - 
every  system  catered  for. 


ring  now  for  prices 
[LEEDS  (0532)  752653 
24  hour  answering  service 


Pharmaceutical  Packaging  Leeds 

P0 Box  1 40  6  Kirkstall  Hill  Leeds  LS1 1 QE 


r 


ELECTRONIC 
POINT  OF  SALE 

★  REDUCES  OTC  STOCK 

★  INCREASES  OTC  SALES 

★  RAISES  OTC  PROFIT 

★  CONTROLS  BRANCHES 

For  more  information, 
demonstration,  or  a  visit  to  one  of 

our  existing  system  users 
telephone,  Colin  Bell,  042  128  3077 
or  Harry  Bhamrah  on  01-429  3459. 
FAIRSCAN  LTD.,  EMERY  DOWN, 
LYNDHURST,  HANTS. 
Over  five  years  experience  in 
pharmacy  systems. 

Illllll 


TOP  QUALITY/  A  DC  I  C 

l  f-adhesiveLM  DCLO 


SELF-ADHESIVE  LAmDEL* 

FOR  COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER  USE 


DELIVERED  WITHIN  14  DAYS  OR 

NO  CHARGE 

THAT'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 
,   PHONE  AMANDA  NOW! 

FOR  FULL  DETAILS nJ- j  ynR 

PARK  PRINTING  4  1  43  PARLIAMENT  STREET  LIVERPOOL  L8  5RN    l/J  I*/ UO  OOUU 


Stock  for  Sale 


KODAK  20%  OFF 

PLUS  £18  PERFUME  ON  10  PACKS 

TELEPHONE  YOUR  ORDER  FOR  NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY. 

WEST  LONDON  LTD,  01-993  6409 
397  ACTON  LANE,  LONDON  W3. 


FILMS 


110,  135  and  126  (all  24exp)from  55p. 
Disc  film  65p.  Super  8  £2.85.  All  known 
brands. 

Telephone: 0253 302246 
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Stock  for  Sale 


KODAK       KODAK  KODAK 
20%  DISCOUNT  OFF  TRADE  PRICES 


Pick  and  choose  out  of  the  biggest 
selection  of  branded  perfumery. 

FOR  PRICE  LISTS  ®  960-031 9 

960-5752 

PASCOS(LONDON)  OPENSUNDAYS 
425c  HARROW  ROAD  10am-3pm 
LONDON  W10  4RE 


DELIVERY  SERVICE  F.O.C.  UK  MAINLAND. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Mrs.  S.  Dezsofi  (former  Jodez  Ltd.)  has  now 
the  latest  Spring  lines  available  in: — 
Ear-wires,  Clips,  Pearls,  Beads, 
Brooches,  Rings  etc. 

Phone:  061-795  7515,  or  write: 
2,  Haslam  Court,  Singleton  Rd.,  Salford 
IWI7  0LU.  Manchester 

Sample  parcels  from  £10  upwards. 


JUST  PERFUMES 


457b  Alexandra  Avenue,  Rayners  Lane,  Harrow,  Middx  HA29RY 

Largest  range  of  branded  perfumes  in  UK  and  competitive  prices 
Nationwide  delivery  service 

Opening  times 

Monday  Friday  9.00am  6pm  Sunday  10  00am  2  00pm 
Phone  for  new  price  list. 

Callers  welcome  without  appointment  at  all  times 
Tel:  01  868  1263.  Telex:  925045 


NU-SLIM  '3'  (HOMEOPATHIC 
SLIMMING  COURSE) 


Large  stock  of  Nu-Slim  '3'  for  disposal  at  a  very  special  price. 
Trade  price  £4  per  unit. 
Offers  please. 
For  a  free  sample  send  a  large  SAE  (2  x  1 7p  stamp)  to: 
G.P.  (Pharma)  Ltd.,  1  Townley  Road,  London  SE22 
Telephone:  01 -299  1892 


Shopfitting 


LEXDRUM 

0626  834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
""fil  Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon, 

mmm  0626834077 
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PEOPLE 


More  radio 
activity 

A  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  Press  release  on  taking 
iodine  to  protect  against 
radioactivity  met  with  immediate 
requests  for  pharmacists  to  speak  on 
the  radio. 

On  Tuesday  NPA  chairman  Alan 
Facer  spoke  on  BBC  Radio  Lancashire 
about  demand  for  iodine  preparations  and 
on  Monday  John  Skinner,  Devon's 
managing  director  of  Cross  and  Herbert 
was  interviewed  on  Devon  Air.  Another 
community  pharmacist,  David  Dalglish, 
spoke  on  Radio  Cumbria  within  half  an 
hour's  notice,  but  he  is  becoming 
accustomed  to  media  publicity  following  a 
recent  DUMP  campaign  in  the  area  for 
which  he  did  one  television  and  three 
radio  interviews. 

The  NPA  Press  release,  sent  out  last 
week  to  national  and  regional  daily 
newspapers  and  BBC  and  local  radio 
stations,  advised  that  there  was  no  need  for 
anyone  to  take  iodine  as  a  preventative 
against  radioactivity.  Taking  iodine 
unnecessarily  could  be  harmful,  with  the 
risk  of  nausea,  vomiting,  skin  rashes  and 
swollen  glands. 

The  number  of  pharmacists  asking  the 
NPA's  information  department  for  advice 
on  the  matter  has  fallen  this  week  to  one  or 
two  calls  a  day,  probably  as  a  result  of 
statements  in  the  pharmaceutical  Press 
(C&D  last  week,  p921),  a  spokeswoman 
said.  Last  week  they  were  "inundated  with 
calls"  which  amounted  to  about  60  per 
cent  of  all  inquiries. 


Council  election 

The  closing  date  for  the  receipt  of 
voting  papers  in  the  election  of 
Council  members  and  auditors  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
been  put  back  by  seven  days 
because  of  postal  problems  in 
certain  areas. 

Completed  voting  papers  should  now 
be  returned  to  the  Electoral  Reform 
Society,  6  Chancel  Street,  London  SE1,  to 
arrive  not  later  than  noon  on  May  23. 
Because  of  the  postal  delays,  and  because 
the  business  reply  envelope  sent  to 
members  living  in  Great  Britain  and 
Northern  Ireland  is  marked  "second 
class",  members  should  post  early. 

Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd,  Sidcup.  Kent.  Printed 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  31/25/24*;  Contents  © 
I   photocopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permissior 
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Going  for  the 
book  market 

Victor  Kiam,  the  man  who  was  so 
impressed  by  his  Remington  shaver 
that  he  bought  the  company,  has 
written  a  book  on  how  to  succeed  as 
an  entrepreneur. 

The  book,  "Going  for  it"  (Collins, 
£9.95),  will  be  available  through  outlets 
selling  Remington  shavers  and  bookshops. 

Mr  Kiam  was  born  in  Lousiana  and 
graduated  from  Harvard  Business  School 
in  1951 .  He  started  as  a  salesman  for  Lever 
Brothers,  going  on  to  join  Playtex  and  then 
Benrus  Corporation  which  sold  watches. 
In  1979,  with  less  than  $1  million  of  his  own 
money,  he  bought  Remington,  in  the  face 
of  fierce  competition  from  giant 
corporations.  In  a  few  years  he  had  turned 
a  $30m  loss  into  a  $12m  worldwide  profit 
and  increased  his  share  of  the  UK  market 
from  12  to  over  20  per  cent.  Remington,  of 
which  he  is  chairman  and  president,  is 
now  worth  about  $200m. 

Vanishing  cream 
reappears... 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr  N.S.  Wilson 
of  Alford,  Aberdeenshire,  for 
putting  us  on  the  trail  of  Diana 
Drummond  skin  cream  (C&D  Letters 
last  week  p926).  Mr  Wilson  spotted 
the  company  at  the  Aviemore  Gift 
Fair,  and  furnished  C&D  with  an 
address  and  telephone  number. 

The  company,  it  appears,  is  on  the  way 
back  after  a  decline  following  the  death  of 
the  previous  owner.  The  range  of 
shampoos,  skin  creams  and  treatments  has 
been  repackaged  and  is  shortly  to  be 
relaunched  in  a  shop  in  Edinburgh. 
Negotiations  on  further  distribution  are 
taking  place,  the  company  told  C&D.  Full 
details  should  be  available  soon. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  products  can 
get  further  information  from  Diana 
Drummond  Scotland  Ltd,  Invemeil 


His  book  explains  the  secret  of  his 
success.  A  typical  working  day  starts  at 
6am  and  continues  until  7  or  8pm.  "I  don't 
like  to  get  too  much  sleep;  I'm  afraid  I 
might  miss  something  wonderful,"  he  says. 

He  tells  the  story  of  his  wife's  doubts 
over  his  acquiring  Remington  when  he 
had  never  shaved  electrically  in  his  life. 
He  reminded  her  that  he  had  been  in  the 
bra  business  for  13  years  and  never  worn 
these  either.  The  next  day  she  bought  him 
a  Remington  shaver,  it  gave  him  "the  best 
shave  he  had  ever  had"  and  persuaded 
him  to  buy  the  company. 

He  was  relating  this  story  during  a  tea 
break  with  his  UK  advertising  agency  who 
hit  on  the  idea  of  building  a  television 
commercial  around  it  but  were  reluctant  to 
feature  him  in  the  leading  role.  Someone 
suggested  he  was  too  old,  another  pointed 
out  he  had  never  acted,  to  which  he 
replied  he  had  been  an  angel  in  the  school 
play. 

Despite  the  objections,  the  campaign 
went  ahead  and  sales  rocketed  in  Britain. 

He  is  now  trying  to  do  for  books  what 
he  has  done  for  shavers,  Pepsodent 
toothpaste  and  the  Living  bra.  He  claims 
the  book  is  aimed  at  the  "average  person" 
and  has  a  money  back  guarantee  for  those 
not  satisfied.  Its  £300,000  promotion  in  the 
UK  is  said  to  be  the  largest  ever  budget 
behind  a  single  book.  Pharmacists  wishing 
to  sell  copies  should  apply  through 
Remington  Consumer  Products  Ltd,  Apex 
Tower,  Maiden  Road,  New  Maiden, 
Surrey. 


House,  Ardrishaig,  by  Lochgilphead, 
Argyll  PA30  8ES  (tel  0546  3473). 


'Go'  for  Blackpool 

The  Blackpool  PSGB  branch  crisis 
(C&D,  April  19)  appears  to  have 
been  averted.  The  following 
positions  have  now  been  filled. 

Chairman,  Mrs.  G.B.  Bedford;  vice- 
chairman,  Miss  J.  Davis;  secretary;  Mr. 
B.R.  Coates;  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  C.J. 
Cullen;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Holmes;  press 
officer,  Mr.  C.J.  Cullen,  and  careers 
officers,  Mr.  P.J.  Welsby  and  Mrs.  C. 
Armstrong. 


Readers  might  have  noticed  an  invitation 
to  pharmacists  to  visit  the  land  of  the  rising 
sun.  International  Education  Services  are 
looking  for  graduates  to  teach  English  to 
Japanese  businessmen.  The  length  of  the 
stay  is  one  or  two  years.  So  if  you  have  a 
yen  for  travel  why  not  try? 


by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent,  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge,  Kent  TN9  IRW. 
Benn  Publications  Ltd  1986.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  ot  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
i  of  Benn  Publications. 

Chemist  &  Druggist  17  May  1986 


FINE  QUALITY  EXTRACTS 
AND  GALENICALS 


W     I      L     L      I  AM 


Who  cares 

We  do.  Passionately. 

We  care  about  our  customers  —  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Striving  to  give  them  the  fast,  friendly  service  they  have 
come  to  expect  from  Ransoms. 

Just  as  we  have  for  the  last  140  years. 

And  we  care  about  our  products.  All  seven  hundred  of 
them.  Including  plant  extracts  for  herbal  and  medicinal  prepara- 
tions, galenicals,  oleoresins  and  chlorophylls.  Plus,  of  course, 
our  growing  range  of  packed  liquid  pharmaceuticals. 

With  care  goes  commitment.  To  research  and  develop- 
ment; to  improving  quality  and  consistency. 

It's  all  part  of  the  Ransom  tradition. 

After  all,  when  you're  probably  the  oldest  independent 
pharmaceutical  company  in  the  world,  you  have  your  reputation 
to  think  of. 

That's  why  we  care. 

RANSOM    QUALITY  PRODUCTS 

William  Ransom  &  Son  pic,  Bancroft,  Hitchin,  Hertfordshire 
SG5  1LY.  Telephone:  Hitchin  (0462)  37615.  Telex:  825631. 


the  first 
generic 


°2l  YEARS  6? 
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Tablets  50  rng  and  100  mg 

For  the  first  time  you  have  a  choice  how 
you  fill  unbranded  prescriptions  for  this 
very  widely  used  drug  -  so  choose  APS 
and  save  money! 

APS  Atenolol  50  mg  and  100  mg 
tablets  are  orange,  film-coated  and  are 
manufactured  to  high  quality  standards  in 
Britain  by  Generics  U.K. 

Why  pay  more? 
Buy  the  first  generic  Atenolol  from  the 
First  Name  in  Generics  . . .  APS. 

Please  contact  your  local  APS 
representative  for  further  information  on 
our  attractive  prices  or  contact  APS  Head 
Office  on  0274-876776. 


The  First  Name  in  Generics . . 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Ltd  ■  Whitcliffe  House  •  Whitclitfe  Road  ■  Cleckheaton  ■  West  Yorkshire  •  BD19  3BZ  ■  Tel  (0274)  876776  •  Telex  51561 


